no mm‘e canse to mtuf--i \erbll anc tln,r pl.lcmmonel S patwnm \\u;h
out his kumvl« d-re or! consent t,h an we have to melddle with theu'*_‘
private property; und it is our rlu(y to endeavenr to educate the a by -
‘tn the facy that physicians Lhave rights which must be respected, both
in their H:Intl(m\ to each other, and to their p:mentq ‘

Another souree of misunderstanding amony ourselves, and hetween\
the profession and the laity. is our seale of fees. I know of instances
in n]nd: the minimum fee is not d.~l\u1 ; especially is this so in obste-
tric cases, and where an ther Lh‘wrea accdrdnnr to our .scale of fees he
Jis Tooked upon as an e\tmtumur N .

When appr o.nchexl by the laity in- reqard to our iee for an opera-
tion for a case of continement; it would be we Mo st.m» both nmmnum ;
and maximum fees—explaining that it d(,pendcd upon tlle lee occu—]
pit d m.d the ameunt of work iny olved. : S ‘

1 Take an ' ex: zmph we are g ap pm.ldud .md asked it may be, wh,).t“u
‘do we clr.nw for .lt.ten(]nur A case of confinement.  Probably we may
answer, “eight dollahf or “ ten dollars 7 whatever onr usual fee in
uncmnplm.ucd cases is. Perhaps another physician had attended a
case tor that individual, which involved o wait of eighteen to twenty-'
four hours, instrumental deh\'ex), and stitching a torn perineum or,
cervix, and charged for these services twenty-tivedollars.  Our’an-wer
would give the questioner the iinpression that he had been over-
charged.  Whereas, if we saiid our charge was from eizht to thirty’
doliars he would have no reason to be . dxsapp-nnted with his .xtbnnd-,‘
ing physician’s iates.. I do not know of anything that cheapens our’
profession like redueing our rates in the spirit of opposition like so
many second-hand dealer-.  Societivs and insurance companies seem
to have us at their mercy.  Just think of making a physical exumi-
nation, and testing for alluwin and sugar in the urine, for three
dollars. Ivis pretty muceh in medicine as in everything else; we
must keep our rates up to a certain standard if we are to do ourselves
-amd our patients justice,

Another drawhack to our professionis the lack of social principles,
and our inclinagion to consiler our individuaal interests, regardless of
detriment to the profession at large.  Such tendencies are best over-
come by habits of association and mutual intercourse, which scientific




