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steamers and infected the country at large.  Dr.
MeNaughton-Jones has been fully exonerated by
the comnussion appomted to mquire mio the cause
of the outbreak, and 1t appears that he even did
more than s duty 1 his endeayours o stamp vut
the contagion.
officer who 15 only prouded with « tew pans of
sulphur with which o daisimtect a large steanicet,
and with very madequate tacihities on shore for
accommodaung fivst-ciass passengers, St the,
however, the means for copang with the discase
have been very much unproved.  The staton 1s
now provided with machineny for admimstaring the

But what can be eapected from an

sulphur dioxide blast w0 miected vessels, and some
commodious guarters are bemg erected at Watham's
Head, which s more sheltered than the prescat
locauon, and better adapted jao1 tunmgating steamcs
and ships 1 which contagious  discases have
broken out.  In the near future. therefore, we may
expect good work at the hands of the Dununion
Governnent quarantne otticiais. 1, howaver, e
Domumon Government kst year was neghgont in
its duties, and allowed the Provinee o be imvaded
with a loathsome discase, we think too much praise
cannpt be given 1o the Provinaal authorities for
the prompt manner i which they acted, when it
was only oo evident that the populous districts of
Brivsh Columbia were i danger of bang over
whelmed with a scourge that one. at leasy, of the
mumcipal bodies of the Province svemed to ook
upon with indifference, though 1t was rampant
their midst.  We refer 1o the vty of Victoria,
where, unfortunaicly, frotr some cause or other,
a great deal of mismanagement was shown and the
rules of ordinary prudence set at naught. The
mayor of Victoria apparendy did nothing, but
looked on while hotels and boarding-houses were
turning out their tainted inmates. who walked the
streets with the discase broken out upon them.

He said he had no money, he would provide no
isolation hospitals, and though there were sixty
cases in the city when the Provipeiai Government
stepped in, he did not seem to think them of any
more importance than if they were siaty cases of ordi-
nary gonorrhcea. It was when matters stoud thus,
that the Provincial Government issued s order-in-
council of July r1th, taking the admummstration of
health out ot the hands of the City Counctl of
Victoria, and appointing Dr. J. C. Davis, Provincial
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Health Offieer. A\ vigorous policy was imnu-diatcl)
adopted, isvlation hospitals were run up with the
rapudity of the famous beam stalk in the nursery
tade, the cases ware concentrated, medical attend-
dants and nurses provided, and evary preoaution,
It was a hard
fight, but the result was a success, and e day we

taken to stanp out the disease.

aie raaping the benddiv of it by having hospitals
prepared in all the cities for the reception of any
.\[)Ul.u.iiy vases that nay oce Jaiulm”'\' break out. The
eapenditure st yedar was large because everything
Bau o be provided new and at onee . but it was
moncy wdl sponts and though some porsanat differ
viine were created, they were not of a vary ~crious
nature, and we have overy raason ta hebeve that
the Government acted wisdly in doing what it did.
The Dominion Govarnment was also stirred up
from its apatin. and i~ bestirring it to make up
for 1ts ndifferenee in the past.
practically fiec fiom the scourge of smallpos, the

The Provinee is

fon contaicstent cases at present boing well cared

tor, and of no dangar o the communin

ADULTERATED SPIRTTS.

Tt has for a long time been generally understood
that the various brands of wine and spirits im-
ported from Europe 1o this couniry, especially
those produced in France, have been largely adul-
aated. From time o time the attention of the
public is drawn to this fact Ly the sccelar journals,
and after the revelations thus made have excited
surprise and probably alarm for a few days. the
matter is again forgotten, till something oceurs to
revive it. - Our attention has been drawn to this
subject during the past week by a couple of cir-
cumstances which set us athinking: and as the
question is one that is of great interest to the
medical profession, a word or two might not be
inappropriate at this juncturc. The Paris corres-
pondent of the [IT%eek, in a recent issue of that
journal, published facts which go to show that
from investigations made by the Government ana-
lyst in places where liquors are sold in the French
capital, samples of adulterated cognac and brandy
were disposed of even in the finest cafes and res-
taurants of the city, the only difference between
them and ‘the lower dives being that the consumer
had to pay ten times the price in the high-toned -



