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INTRlO1YUCTonY LECTUn.
Gentiemen:

In commencing this se:ies of lectures on orgaic chemistry, which must
of necessity give only a partial and iicomplete view of th:at vast domaini of
science, i think it will be profitable if I first direct your attentiui to the
subjects whicl I have to bring under your notice. aud to the point of vieiv
from which I intend to present themîî.

Those of you who are practically acquainted vith rganic Chelmlistry ar
consclous of the vast extent which this branîcli or science has reached within
the last few years; even those who have but a general acquaintanîce with
the subject can lardly have failed to notice the discoveries made in this
departient, and a llmust see how vain must be any atteipt to give a full
and connected view of organic chemistry in a few short lectures. 1 -1m1 ni
here to give a systeniatic course, but to set before you a brief sketch of thle
maost important discoveries in this branuch tof knowledge, discoveries of older
date, the influence of which nay be clearly and perceptibly traced in the
present aspect of science, andl also those very recent researclies which.
claborated as they have »een under our own eyes, have as yet had scarce1
time to be fully appreciated, but which no doubt vill materially afiect the
future progress of chemistry.

I have saidthat my course nust be limited; still I hope tu be able su tu
select ny subjects, aud to connect them with one another, and to illustrate
them in such a ianner that if any of you desirc hereafter a more particular
acquaintance witlh any portion of the science, you will always be able to
recognise the truc position of the knowledge wçhich you seek tu obtain; anld,
whilst advancing- through the intricacies which nay iipede your progress,
youwill'never fail in retracing your steps to one or other of the striking
points-of the science which in this cou.-e ive shall explore togetier.

The subject-of these lectures, then, gentlemen, ilay be designated the most
important chapters in organic chenistry. Now, let nie begin -witlh somnîe
remarhs ou the use of thtis tern. Whatis ineant by this expression '! WMit
is the difference between organic and inorganic chernistry lu fact, dues
any well-defined boundary exist at aill ? I- is far casier, gentlemen, to ask
questions than to answer thcin. I migt assume thiat every one here preseni
could well distinguish an organie from an inorganic substance, that all of
you understand well what is gencrally intended by the tems organic and
inorganie chemaistry. But let us net thus avoid questions, thle answers tu
'which-will at once set before yon the point of view under which I wish you
to regard the suiject of these lectures.

Organic chemistry is generally described ac treatime uf the substance-
wlich compose the structure of plants and animals in contradistiiction to
the cieuistry of minerais. lu order to sce hîow far we may avail ouîrseles
of this definition, let us for a moment examine te substances of whîicl plants
axnd animais are conmposed. Thie ultimate nualysis of vegetable auni animimal
bodies has proved that their mass is chietiy composed of four eleients,
unmely, carbon, iydrogen, nitrogen, aind oxygen. Together with tiese four
elements there occur, in smnaller or larger quntities, sulphuir, phosphorus,
silicium, chloriie, iodine, fluorine, and the meals potassium, sodinm, cal-
cin, magnesimn, amd iron. From this fict, it is obvions that plants and
unimals have nu special elementary constituents or their own, for ail hic


