
40401 TH rE EARLY I)IMOVERIES 0F TIIIE

a close, or rather succeeded by a hiolloNv truce, than the tide of dis-
coverv, wliichli ad beca 1)cnt up, spread over the Nvliole continent, and
in a Tery fewv vears extended to the North Seni, the Gulf of MAexico,
and1 alimost to the Bocky -M'ountains. li\iuch of' this difféece inust
no doubt be ascribed to the flîcilities afforded by oir immense chaini of
Lakes andi Rivers, and to the character of' the Indians wvith -whom the
French wcre broughlt into con tact, for theynever inade anyprogress ini the
direction of the warlike Iroquois. Someithiitg iinty also bc (Ie to the
missionary spirit of' the Jesuiits and Recollets, iwho 1 )enetrated ini Spite
of dangÏers and privations to every tribe where theve wvas a chance of'
prop)agating the faith, and so-tigt h miinof their hionte gv
miument, which prompteid to the acquisition of' mem' territory, vAiilst
the B3ritish colonies were left very înuchi to themlsclves. Blit ililchi is
stiil to bc attrihuted to the national character of the settlers. The
Englishmaniii, grave and earnest, settled Iiiinselt' at once on his fhrmn, and
devotcd aiu leisure hie could. spare to fraiingii laws f'or the governinent
of the societ whc nrude iad ent'orcing thentl withl the

sqtrnigeticv oft a inan, ivho hiavilng> strong- convictiotns hnniiself, is very~
intoleranllt of' ans' body iwlio deviates frontl bis notion of right. le ivas
essentially a ininhler of al co niuniity, an(l viarelv jtshed beyond meach
of his nieighibonirs, matil lack of space comipelled the hive to give off a
sw'arin. 11ch F.>:eclîani on the contrarv, iwith characteristic inipettnosity,
leaviing the Cares otf state to, the Goveriior or Intendant, and questions
of religi;on to biS prieSt, pIungedC( uit oncee into- the eXciteitienlt i Id(
Veiltnire %whic.h, in spite of its hardsbips, give sudl ait iircsistable charmi
to a Itaf savage. litè. *We find constant endeavours to clteck tiis teni-
dencv of elle population to, mvander, an)ti edfiets w-hichi forbid the colo-
xists, miln on1 pain of deatit, to pur-sie theïr hunting excursions tor more
thait a leagne11 bevond the Settlemnents. Bat nature is stronger tItan
laws, and tite coureurs des b~ois~ %ere to bc found everv-wltere, antd oftcnl
no( doîtbt where no record otf thecir adventnrcs Itas been preserved.
Only six x-ears aftet Chplain)zii's exliedition, at the time w'henl Quebee
could oniy count fifty inhlabitants, wve iind Sagard, wvhilst a mnissionarv
tinoligst thc H-urons oti Ltke Sinîcoe, snvittg, thiat thc ouly tueut; lie
had tasted f'or six nionths wvas giiini b-v a party of iFrenchi hunlters.
If tIc Ceit lias inarked lus progress ou1 titis Continent by that dasi ai-Il
clan which cîtaracteri7es hlmi as a soldier, but cannot. always resist long
continued. obstacles, ULie lnloSxo ias eqna-zllv extb dthe invincible
îcîtaCity, which enlables liiîn to adrance $tep by~ ste1> in spite of diffieul-
t.ies, and keep wItat lite gains.

One othier reînatk litas been su-ggested 1hy tliese eniqtiries, viz., the
extrordîarviiiittab)ilitv of nations in the savacre state, attt heic rapidity
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