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birds, reptiles, &c. Not oiy are the fenttures of the various objects
representeti fiiithiftlly, but thieir peculiarities and habits are ini sonule
degree exhibited. The ottcr is shewn in a characteristic attitude,
holding a fish iii his mouth ; the heron also holds a ish; and the
hawk graspsa nsînnil bird in its talonst, m-hie1î it tears wlth its beak.
The panther, tlue bear, the *Solf, the beaver, the otter, the sqtuirrel,
thle racoon, the hnwk, tlie hevron, crow, smwaiiow, buzzard. the I)iiroqItiet,
toucan, and other indigenous and southernl birds; the turtie, the
frog, tond, rattiesake, etc., are recognised at first glane."* To
this conmpreheinsive iist lMr. Squier mak-es furthei' additions iii a iwerk
of later. di-te. Contruisting, the truthfuiness of the carvings from
the mounds with tiie monstrosities or caricatures of nature ustially
produced by the savage scuiptor, he renuar-s : Il they display not
only the general forni amd features of the o1jects sought to be re-
preseunted, but to a surprising degree tlwir characteristie exp)ression
and attitude. lIn som)e instances their very habits are iindiciited.
Hardiy a beast. bird. or repl ile, iuudig4eýnous to, the country is onmitted
frein the list ;" and in addition to thost- named above, lie specifies
the elk, thue opossum, the owl, vulture, raven, duek, and goose, and
aise the allicator.t 0f ne less interest are the numiierous exampies
of sculptured buman hecads, some of thein preseniting striking traits
of individual portraiture, and wvhieh are assuned, froni the minute
accuracy of niany of the aeeompanying, sculptures cf animais, to, fur-
nisli liithtïil representations of the predoininaut; physicail features cf
the aneient people by whom they were made.
Compared with the monuments cf Central and Southern Arnerica, the
sculplured. façades cf the temples and palaces of MNexico, and Peru,
the friezes adorned withi hieroglyphies. the kalendars, and colossal
statues cf gods anid lierees, of Yueatan: the art which founid its
higluest obJlect in the deeoration cf a pip)e-bowl is apt te, appear
insignificant enough. Neveýrtiueless, the siniplicity, variety, and. ex-
pression cf these miniature wvorks cf ar't, their evidpnce cf great
imitative skill, as well as cf delicacy cf execution, all render them just
objects cf intcrest and careful study. But high as is, the value w\'hie!h
attaches te thein as exaraples cf the primitive oesthetic arts or this
continent, they have a stili highier signifleance in relation to ethnelo-
gical inquiries. By the fidelity cf their representations ý,f se great a
v'ariety cf objeets derived frann the animal kingdeun, they furaish
evidence cf a knowledge, possessed by these ancieut artists of the

"Ancicat monuments or thoe Misbissippi valIey. Page 152.
tAntiquitics or thie Statc of New York. Page 338.
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