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A BEAU FR031 TRE STAR 0F BETIILEIEM.

Bxr WM. J. RlOSE.

Chtistmas-ero 1 the snow is whirling
Thîick anti fast along the Street;

Aint tîte sky is tiark andi gloemny,
Wilti Lic winti anti Sharp tho slcot.

liark I thero, faintly down the pathwvay,
Cernes the treat oflmaby féet

Anti beholti, tîtreugl ail the teiapest,
Gides a tiny, chiltiuike forin;

Weary, wandering, 'witlmout, sîtelter,
Lest in cola, anti night andi Storm.

"Wheîicc art thotn, poor little stranger,
Through the niglit anti througi the Stormi?

Fur outsitic, the wille plain stretchez,
Andi beyond are bis of saow ;

Iligh above, the blacl, sk-y low'ring,
Andi the irr frowns be'iow ;

Ijlâiee o ne 'woulist thon go?"

But sho hears not, andi the snowdrift
Drotxs thevocice thant Matis ber stay,

Anti afar alung the pathway
speeti iose litile fett aNvay,

flurrying whitber? Blesseri Saviour,
Speetd. Ïbo30 littie fcct away I

Feet aind hantis are cracked andi bleeding,
Feet anti haîîds andi heati are bare,

And the fro?.en sleet, like jewvels,
Clusters in lier golden liair;

Tattercti garmnlts tlutter 'rund ber,
l3attling withi the bitter air.

Ah ! how shrinks the cow'ring infant,
As tlic fierce gust chills her tlirough 1

Fccbly dies lier voice of %wailing;
For lier lilas are stiff anti blue,

And the tears cling to, lier tyclitis,
Frozen there in icy dew.

Onvward, through the gathering darkinesti
Sit sie totters iii lier flight:

ýVeirv, loncly, like a Pîciati
WeVntiering, in the outer iiight,

Is there 110 one, is thiere no one,
Kebjîinog for bier wrarmthi andi light?

lal Itere gleains athivart the corner
]luddy gloiv front happiy boules,

Anti sweet, merry, childisb laugliter,
]tinging on te bleak winal cernes;

For to-niglit îlîcy sport ail hopeful,
Witlh the Christmnas cires and gnomes.

11appy chiltiren ( Happy parents[
liless the roof tat Shields you herel

Tender fatîmerl Geutlemxother I
Loviùg sister 1 Brother da=

Net a fro-wn to max your pleasure,
Ercry jos anai coxnfort near 1

Cliristmas-evc 1 the flrclighit dauces
On tlie pictureti parlor-iall,

And aîîart ini cozy chambers,
Gifts arc raugeti for one andi all;

While, below, Ille blazing kitchen
Sentis its ehecer tbrougli court anti ball.

Andi there, glearning past the curtain,
Sce thc glittering Christznas-trce,

ilung itli golden fruits and trinkets
For the fun that is la bel

O, the candies 1 O, the treasures 1
On that glerieus Christnxas-trc 1

Thon, the table spread for feasting,
I>ieq, anti cakes, atid conifits pilcd-

Rosy aîîiee uts anti raisins,
Graitcs whicrcon the Tropic smid,

1icapeti toether-what an Edien
For tbat homeless, starving childi


