
SEPTMBE & OTOBR, 178. FOR THE PROVINCE 0F QUEBEC.

generally known, and is interided to prevent a certain
form of weakness of sight. But weakness of sight is
flot the only danger to be guarded against; there is,
especially with girls, curvature ofth spine. The
proportioni of girls wvho suifer from wveak spine is rnuch
larger than is generally known.. It is on this acconutt
thiat the old-fashioned seats withouit support for the
back, and with no attention to proper posture, are so
dangerotis to ail but the strongest. And it isthe fault
eft he seats alone that so m any girls have te .spend a
part of every day lying supine wvhen they ouglit te be
rnnning about and plaving.

The old methods of bench and desk were admirablv
calculated te, encourage obedience to Nature's grand
law-the survival of the fittesL. The boys who passedl
through the rongh-aod-ready treatment of a public
schooï wvherc the light was contrived to ral I ful
uipon the fa-.ce," where the air wvas carefully excluded
from school-room and dormitory alike, wvler&e the
roins vere badiy ivarmed, where the beuches wvere
ivithout backs, ivhere therc were no appliances for
bathing and very fewv for washing, came out of it strong,
owing te their good constitution. But how about those
who were weakly aL Ihe beginniig ? And wvho cao tell
what seeds of consuimption. decline, and disease wvere
sown in those school-d ays ý We a're far from being
advocates of Government inspection in our schools;
but-we should receivo ithout any regret the ititelli.
gence that a medical board of ins-.p;ction ivas appointed
to sec that iu every -school iliroughiott the kLagdom,
whether.public or private, the roonms ere vemîilated,
lit, wvaiîned, anîd furnished in accordamîce wvith the
requirernents of phiysiolog--y. Trhere are many other
points, indeedi in which an intelligen-, medical man
might bring his knowledge usefully ho bear iipon
educational mathers. lui those schools where the hbis
amounit te, as Much as an undergradu ahe's expenses at
Oxford or Cambridge, would flot aé medical man insist,
for instance, on haviing a swimming bath provided for
the whole year round, cold i n sumimer, tepîd in win ter?
Would hie not insist on a gymnasium, with a master in

fmnastics ? Would be îlot suggest. that the charges
eft margîn enoug;li to provide riding leswsn? Would

hie fot ask for workshope, so Ihat each boy, like a Jew
of old, should learn a trade ? To sit upout a backless
bench against a fiat desk is only one of the many
abuses which linger ivhere they first arese, among our
public schools. IL is an abuse whic h is typicai of a
shupid conservatism, a spirit which flot on [y refuses
change, but is unable to understand the necessitv or
utility of Chla nge.-E'lucational Timnes, London.

THos. J. CHAPMAN.

Good goverient lies a& the base of ail true excellence
in the school-room. Uniess a proper discipline is entor
ced there, it will be impossible to succeed. Order is
heaven's first law. The school wliere good order is flot
enforced, is a fdijîre ;it is the plain of Shiinar at the
confusion ot tongues; there may be movement there
but not progress. The first care of the teaciier should
begiven to securing good order.

Not many ruies, but good ones, and these wveil adhered
ho, should be the maxim in organizing a scliool. There
b'hould be no loosenees in framing r les for the govern-
Mient of.a ichool, and above al t h ings there should be
'ýolooseness in the enforcement of these ruies when

they are once enactcd. So long as a regulation renuains
as one of the rules of the scitooliL m iust be carefully
observed ; if it is an improper rule is shouîld bc repeale<I
prornptLy, and the pupils should be inforined that it
has been se rel "aled, that they niay not imagine thua

the teach-,i-i. winkiîîg at a violation Of the school
regulations, Mihen lie no longer correct% iheun for <isre.
garding ir.

Children are v'ery quîick te notice any le,'eliction or
neglert of duty on tht' part of the teacher. Th7lat imdi-
vidual should have weil-settled principles te govern
his ovn conduci balh in the school.room andoutot it. A
vacillating spirit tlîat shifts about likie the sands of the
deseri, before every breath et wind, is centem pti bic
even in the eyes of'children. Besides, if the teachier is
thus vigorous in the treatoient et self, he ina y consist-
ently be firm in his demands upon others. Many heachers
overlook this., They require certain things of their
pupils whicli they themselves are net wiliing te pertorm.
They forbid certain privileges te their pupils, which
hhey -theunseives indu Ige in. IL certainly looks a little
unseemly iii a teacher te pronounce his ukase against
'the use eftotbacco in achoel in a breath that is itself
tainted iih the narcehic; or te dweli upon the bad
eifects et reading works of fiction, when ah the same
time may ho found under the lid et his ewn desk sorne
ef the mosh silly and pernicious specimens ef this kind
of literature; Se, toe, on the atreets and in Seciet y,
heachers sometimes ferget the propriehy that shou i
mark tlîeir deportment, and perhaps ini eue unlucky
heur mnore than undo.al the *work et days.

The teacher shonld mie l alow the slightest infraction
ef law te pass unnoticed. These small effences, if
allowed te pass without reniark ivili only openu the
way te greaher. They are the littie breaks i'n the dyke,
which a man rnight ah first close with his hand, but
through wvhich 'viiluihimately rush a fiood et waters
that may drown a city. Many a schooi hbas been ruined
by iiot guarding against these lest appearances et evil.
Net thait a teacher should be tyrannical in hhe admninis-
tration of his duties. But te be nnyielding in the
entorcement et reasonable -and just k-ws is net îyranny.
The iaws ot nature are inflexible. There can be rio
infraction et themne nt even the ieast, tiiah is miot
followed by the due penalty ; yet he is a foolishi mail
who wili charge God with tyranny and injutie.

The penalty for violatiog a law sheuid b e iii propor-
tion tethie heinousness of the offence. There should
be degrees et punishment in the schoei roemn as there
are in nature and in civil governments. Ail violations
et the nahural or efthhe statute lawv are net foliowed by
the same degree et punishmenh êe what they may,
hhese distinctions should be observed. A degree of
punishrnent disproportioued te the crime cemmihhed,
exerts an evil instead et a saluhary influence. A century
ago the death penalty was inflicted for cemiparatively
siight infractions et the law. The forging et a man's
iame, or the shealiog ot a few ahilling's wvorth ivas

visited with capital punishment. In these days gibbets
stood at neariy every cross-road in England, and bodies
sivinging in chains were every day sighhs ; yet the
severihy et punishment, instead et making crime less
frequent, seemed enly te tester il, and the more people
were hanged, the more those who remained seemed te
deserve hanging.

Seheol discipline, as every other discipline, sheuld
be euforced net by admninisLer-Iing punishmeîuts alone,
but by properly rewarding the iucîritorieus. Whether
or net the hope ef reward ia a preper incenhive ho
shudy, iL, as well as the tear ot punishment, may be
properly held eut as a stimulus te good conduct. This
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