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Bibles amnid the wild tcmipest of cruelty. That this mere handful should lhave
increased twventy fold is surely a grand proof of the working of the .Uoly
Spirit. Mr. Ellis says, "I1 often felt a solem-n, awe corne over mie %when con-
versing with them, the Spirit of God seemed so evidently present working in
themi."

(2) The -%visdcmi of the founders in teaching the people to read wvas proved
by thý- persecution. Its bitterness scattered readers with their Bibles like seed
over a field which at the sanie time 'vas being prepared for its reception.

(-) The spirit shewn by the christians toward their persecutors wvas truly
admirable. It wvas a signal triumiph of the gosj.e1, for the Malagasy are by
nature revengreful and unsparingly cruel.

II I. Pr-og,ý,rcss.
From the death of Ranavalona to the present time, the history of christ-

ianity in MIadagascar has been onie of steady progress.
The new king at once set frec those who were in chains, and brought

back, the feeble and crnaciated christians, Nvhion ail suppoqed had long siîice
perished.

The opening of this reign wvas brighit wviIi promise, f'or it wvas commonly
belived thnt the king was a christian. But soon dissipated companions led
him on 50 far that the p)eop)le in indignation dethroned him, an.d set up Raso-
hernia as queen. At this coronation the throne 'vas surrounded by somne
constitutional safeguards, chief aniong wvhicli was the preservat;on, of religious
freedomn for ail classes.

During the five years of this reign, the mnission inade steady progress.
Finding neither hindrance nor hielp in the governnment, it enjoyed a quiet time
of -eal growth. The district around the capital was organized, classes were
begun to prepare a future mninistry, a monthly inissionary meceting-a genuine
missionary meeting wvith an attendance of above -,ooo-was cornmenced.
The regular services were crowded, and interest wvas intense.

On the death of the qucen, Ranavalona IL. asccnded the throne. Almost
hier first act was to inforin the miissionaries that their privileges would be pie-
served. She enjoined the observation of the sabbath. She had a inissionary
conduct worship iii the palace. At lier coronation, the queen openlly recog-
nized christianity. On the canopy covcring the platformn, such texts as
«IGlory bc to God,» 1 Good %viiI anion- meni," were wvritten in letters of shin-
ing gold. The crown and the bible were placcd side by side. Suchi unquali-
fied recognition of cliri-;ti.-nity by a popular sovcigni, at a time, too. Mien
there was a general niovemient iii it., favor, produced a pîofound impression on
the public inid.

The mnissionaries ficlt thc danger thant noiv thrcatened thcmn, from the vcry
popularity of their cause. Thcy carnestly prayed t1hat prosperity and patron-
age miit not iniperil the highcst intcrcsts of the mission, wvhilc persecution
had signally failed. They, thcrcforc, exercistd aIl the greater waitch.rulncss
ovcr tlheir chirgcs, and tr.iniit-d more carefully all applicants for admission.

As an evidence of thc growth of the inission nt this tirne, think oif twvo
facts. One hundrcd congregations wverc looking to, the nassionarics for hclp
to build churches. Thc inissionaries on thcir first visit to the Bctslico the
tribe to thc south, found alrcady churches built, congrcgations gauhced, meet-
ings rcgula-rly hield for worship, and every'vhcre the cry for *.istruction in
divinc truth.

The qucn contunued to favor the mission. At the national festival, îor-
inerly <-.nncectcd %vith idolatrous cecrmoaics, shie said, ini addrcssing the people,


