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NAVIGATION LAWVS.

That the priticiples of Fîu£i.- TRAUE) will ero long bc applicad to
Biritish Shipping, wc tiak few observors of lise prugress of publie
opinion in the mother country cari crtertain a doubt. Ail those
arguments 'vhich have been broughit to bear oan thic subject of
prulucta>n tu the Manufacturing and Agriceultkual ijacrusI, wçili, ini
liko mariner, be uscd fur the dlestruutioni of tise îiorop>ly at pre-
£ent enjoyed by the Biritish ship-ovvier. A presentirnent of %vhat
titis ciass corisidcred as flice coraing cvii, operated oin their minds
in the opposition wv1ich tlioy generaliy gave, dtiring te iast ses-
sion of lie lîrperial i>ariiament, tu thiube fiscal iicaburus of ltse
British Premier which, from their evident teiidcncy to increase
lte commerce of Ille counîry, and 1%y consequence tise pro'iperity
of the shipping iîercst, would otlierwise have olstiud tlîuir
warinest support.

But the march of every measure of reformn ini Britain, whether
social or commercial, is qlow ; it is impcded at every steps by où-
stacles interpo)sed by confiictiîig iiitcrests and coatezîdîàgi, par-
ties, and tic goalis o nly reached after a suries of hard-foiight uts-
gigemnetts. Ont which sie the victory wvili ultîmately fail, we
elertain no doubt: Ui thmovemont af commercial freedom, is for-
wvard - tho pririciple of Britisht commnercial legislatin, is progress.

Aithouglh, therefore, vre entertaiiî no apprebcungioris as to tise
uiîimate resuit of the conflict which wii en-' long occur in the pa-
rent state on the subject of Ille NaviqatIirin Laxvs, we are mlot ei-
iy confident that they wiiimmedialy be repeaiud or malle-
ntaliy modifhx], and as wc hoid that to us deiays, howcver short
aire fraught %vith flic utrnost dangeor te our future commercial
prosperity, ve have uirged and shail continue ta re by every
Ineaus in otir power, the importance of tise quest ion as reg1 aids
this country, and the noeessity for ils speedy aiîd satisfactory ad-
justreent. 'Our statements may bc carped andi cavillid at, our
motives may be misreprcertcd, our efforts xnay be dorided ; but
we shall pursue the evei teeof Oiur way, confident iii the
soundniess of aur principles, and strang in the rectitude of our in-
tentlions.

wiiat xve have aircady asserted in tItis journal vWe repeat, titat
We conqidcr the modification affic u iritis iNavi-aticon Law.q and
concurretiy the openinfr of the St. Lawrence ia fore!I-,ttr,, a%
the'only means by whielà we cari succes.ftilly comupote %vith Our
active and enterprîsirig îteighbours in lt(., Westeris; traile. Witii-
out thlese, our cîaconNiitnîîlî at ro eriormous ant autiay, %viii
bal idle, andi inistead of proviiig, as tliey nUghî, a1 sounrce of re-
'venue wilt only coinuiiie a hea-q dra-ini on tule nationial re-otirce,-.
Wiîn tâit nmcrely rsq a oice over the mar af North America,
casa liesîtato te admît tinit the St. Lawrenice is the nalural outiet

Lakes ? Whso but must admit, Iiat t cati only he by artifivtal
mmuas that the bulk of titat pradunce cana bal divcrtfid :hirotîîgh tha
Er'e Cariai, %vhcn our ovii as coin plcted ? A_-ain, okn . u

elt xtent of territory compnised in wviat is sty iel te Western

Coutr il aai nerensiîîg population, andi ils ,propôonilly
e 1tiîin cu %vîoî Vho can doub Llinti tu liratsea dimnsionis

of tise Erie Cariai, and flic nuinerous trastipmontiii i ils passaze,
roake it aitoeetiier insufficierit for te transpit af the s r1&18
produce ? Tiiese c ircumsîaiîces, if Ive propcriy avaji ourset-es
of them, will give uas the advanlage in flic race of commercial ri-
valry: bîît if w-e, cither fram supinctness or any aisier cauise, fdîl
ta exert our utmnost vigour, wvc slial inuiubiîabiy bc lcit beliiiiui.
ltn lin trms, aur only chance of commercial advaîicetnett à,- tu

faound in ingilcing the A.merican lu use out \valers for bath fic
expert ani import cf marchandise, iii preference to bis oîvn: and
every impedimnent in the way, ovcry obstacle îeiîdiiîg ta coula-
leract 80 desirable a restait, is pro lento injurtaus te aur comn-
merce.

Assuming, îvhat ive believe noa one %vill dcny, the avnae
%iîich the St. Lawrenice possesses over tile Erie Canai, cati therc
bc a donbîfi that, if frac ta use the fari-nertle Anicricaît inercliant
inrise WVestern States ilh do so ta a greal extent, aud thaI if aur
tous, be -raduatod oit sucLu a scato as itu encourage, aud ot 1a
clîeck, lii trafie on aur canalç a larg-' reventue may he derived
from thin, ? We kioîv tiîat tfeErie Canal -at prescrit prodnces
a revenue cf tiipsards af £600,OO0 ciîrrericy, aîîd wvly shtould il be
corisidercd tua sanguine ta î,redicl, tuit if a niew sybteifl bu adopt-
cil in this colany, iakiiig imitu account Ille '.Obl iiitlcaýe ai po ta
lation and prroduce iri Uie Western Courilry, thiere mnay iii aIVc
years be ant <qucai amaunt of reveniue dt-rived from tlie St. Law'-
reonce Canais 1If furcîgners, howevcr, are ta bu debtirred [rom
the free navigation af our waters, such a consuma.naui can neyer
be effectedl.

In ever>. poit of view tîat Ive considcr the rcsirncîiors impo'.cd
an forti_«iiers îiai"ii UIl St. Lawrence, otir poiey appears
8hort-sigýhled, nav,'siicioal. Foreign i'asseis cant legahiv navi-
gateo tha St. La-Aernce froin Lake Ontario as iuw as Muntrual, but
uvhen thiere, tlauir cargoes miît bu traibliiîppc iià Briti.sli tiOttuiliza
ta Qumoûce, wiiore agairi iley may ba traiishippeii ino foreigiî

veslif for a foreign port. The tinoecc,;s.try u'xpemîse cf these
transiîipments is apparenlly incurred for the sole parpase ai giv-i
ing ta liiish vess-ei-s the transport betweeo Mocntreai anti Quebec.
If the prodrice be iîîtended fur a Briti.hI iort, îIîib beai i-, sap of a
part of the route of course seunes ta tue B. itish iÎ~dtîe chl
ai thse carniage fronm Montreai ta a British port; and tdais may bo sup-
posed lo be the reason, andi nt first vicw it :îppenrs a sufficient one,
for tic lavr as il slaiiîs. The praclicai resuit, iioweven, je wideiy
différent, since it takes aivay Ille advanîage mhîicli tUic t. La,.%-
rance Canal bas over the Erie Canai, tia o- t- a__ t lance ai
transhipmeiits, anti the forci sur of cour" wvsli nattiraliy avail
hituselif ise route thraugh hVs ani terrilur ta a sllippsrîg part,
where encumbared 'uith fia restrictits., h3e is fre ta avail
hîmseff of thie vesseis ai that nation wîîicî wîii carry )lis produce
the chenapest. Thus wve sacrifice aur revenue frum touJs wiîiiout oh-i
taiîiîîng an equivalent in tîse increased ciriployanent of British

g..icorisider the forci"-n inerchant ai flie Western Country
ais au importer, citier from lirilain or any fureign contry, in any
vesýsuis otiter than British : lic is aitogetiier prvciudcd from the
use of the River St. Lawrence below Quctîce, anti driven la the
Erie Cantai. Rare azain a larce revenute %iîiciî mi-figbc Leb-1
taiiîed for Ilte countryi sacrifled.

We shah liait attt.mpt ta estimate flie prem.çe arrmant of lacs
%vbici tiîesc impeditiitnts ta tise Free Na% icahttti ni lise St. Laîw-
ronce, if nsaintaitied, xviii enitati ut Ille conulitî>. Oin 'uch a pola
tiere waould prabatily lic a wvide diMercji ce of uîpiiîîori. M e
%voui.i, iîowevcr, figait direct lit(, atteritioni if "tir rt-adeirs la lise
immense reventue dceriveti front th Erie G.iîial rît prrei d< to
flie adv'inta-cs lleUi St. Lawvrence Canal pSieef:ýýs aver ît
and %vetii theyv ciii n'grec Nvitil lis tinat tlle ridri ai.1,b;e
titose ad-'tarss not na ai tue lea>z imiportat o ai tu uiluties (if
aur ruiers at thte presîmî jurictîre. M.- Knuv liera are parties ai
titis country idia have desigitatcd Ille public %voarks un tise M.
Lawvrence as a merc job, andi vho ueeain Ille opinion thal
they ivii noer becarue source ai revenuîe, or aven pay the i-
forcst ai tlle debt incurred tin iteir cemistruction. fl stîci )piilioist
c'a bave never Joilned. Aititougis we beiteve itat Jarge salms ofi


