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BY THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF.

Two specific predictions in the Old Testament seem specially to refer
o missionary labor. One is this : ** The isles shall wait for His law,”
which has been literally fulfilled in the South Sea archipelago.

John T¥illians, who is most closely identified with this wonderful
story of missionary hervism and success, is known as the ‘‘ apostle of
the South Seas.’”” Born June 29th, 1796, and murdered at Dillon’s
Bay, Erromanga, November 20th, 1839, his life covers only forty-
three years, but it abounds in proofs of the Divine interposiiion and
wonder-working. At twenty years of wge he offered himself to the Lon-
don Missionary Seciety, and was sent to Eimco, one of the Society Islands,
whence he removed to Huaheine, and afterward to Raiatea, the largest of
the group.  After five years of apostolic success, he visited the Hervey
Islands and founded a mission at Raratonge. Continuing to reside at
Raiatea until he Iearned the language of the Society Islands, he then re-
turned to Raratonga, where he prepared books and translated a portion of
the Bille. In a vessel of his own bmilding he conducted a four years’
exploration of nearly the whole of the Suuth Sea Archipelago, establishing
the Samoan Mission. Then he speat four years in England—from 1834-38
—publishing his Raratonga Testament and his narrative of adventures in
the South Seas, raising 20,000 for a new missionary ship, planning for a
higrh school av Tahiti, and a theological school at Raratonga for the train-
ing of native missionarics ; then returning with sixteen additional laborers,
he visited Samoa, sailed for the New Hebrides to plar a new mission, and
fell 2 martyr on the shores of Erremanga. Such is the outling of that
marvelleus life which we are now to trace, somewhat in detzil, as & mis-
sionary carcer crowned with apostolic success and sbounding in moral
miracles.

Many islands in this archipelago are belted with coral rock fror iwo te




