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THlE MIRACLES OF MISSIONS..-XXV.

WBIAT JOHIN WILLIAMS SAWV IN TnE SOUIJT1 S.EAS.

BY THE EDITORt-IN-CIHIEF.

Two speoific predictions in the Old Testament seemn specially to refer
1c0 uiissionary labor. One is t1his: The islus shall wait for Ilis law,"
whichi lias been litcrally fulfilled in the Soutà Sea archipelago.

Jolrn Williams, wvho is inost closely identified -wviti lhis -,onderful
story of niissionary lierûismn and suecess, is known as the " apostie of
the South Seas." Born June -29à, M~G, and niurdcrcd. at Dillon's
B3ay, Erromanga, Novcmber 2Oth, 1839, his life covers only forty-
thrc years, but it abounds in proofs of the Divine interposition and
-%onder-workzing. At twenty years of qze lie offered himschf to the Lon-
don Missionary Society, and was sent to Eimeo, one of the Society Islands,
~vhoncc iie removed to lutahieine, ana afterward to Raiatea, the ]argest of
the group. Aftcr five years of apostcalie success, lie visited the Ilervey
isiands and fouuded a mission at ]Raratonga. Contitiuing to rtsidae at
Raiatea until lie learned. the lag oe(f the Society Islands, lie thocn re-
turned to Raratonga, wlierc he îprcpared books %a translated a portion of
tic Bib-le. In a vessel of bis own bu1-ilding he conducted a four years'
exploration of nearly the wholc of the Suuth Sea ýrChîiPe]ago' cstabilisling
the Samorin 'Mission. Then bc spe iit f --ur vears in England-fromn 1834-.38
-publislîing his Raratonga Testament indl Ils narrative of advcnturcs in
tlc Senth, Sens, raising e20,O00 for a new missionary sbip, planning for a
îijgh selîcol at Tahiti, and a theological scbool at R-araitonga fur the train-
ing of native missionaies ; then returiting .Nith sixtzen addèitiorual laborers,
lie visited Samoa, sildfor the New flelrides to plan a new mission, and
fell a marxtyr on the shiores of Erro-.ianiga. Sueli is the outlinc of that
marrellonis life wbieh we are noiw to trace, sunîiewhiat in detail, as a mis-
sx'nzarv career crowned with apostiolie succes and abounding in moral
miracles.

.Iany islands in this archipelago arc belted with coma1 rock %rr~ot


