
TIME As A PACXoit N CHiSitIwAx MISSIOXS. ugt

TIE AS -A FACTOR IN CITRISTIAN MI-SSIONS.

IIV ICICV. ARTIIUR Il. SXITJ[, SIIANTtIN<i, CIIINA.

I.

The main assîuptions on whicli Christian missions proceptl are to lx
fonid. iii a single text froîin the (<ispcl of Luk1e :"' Thie Son of mil caille

to seck and to savc that wlîiclî ims Iost." Tis involves az theorv of tile
conidition of liumanity. It involves thie moust importanlt fact iii the history
of the race. It inivolves- a beiievolent purpose, wlîiah ive arc abiunilantly
&ssurcd %vili. bc accomplislied. l'pou this point there mnust ho no doubt
or wavcrnsg, for to, the believer in the inspirationz of thme Scripture thme
future is as certain as the past.

We live iii an amgc in wilîih timere lias beeni great expansion iii all direc-
tions, and ailloli- otiiers in the prosecution of Chbristian missions. 1>rob-
abiy more I)C15<>II arc to-clai' intcrcstcd iu the conversion of the world to
Christ than at aiv Previais, tille. Whilc the Nwork of missions lias nuLo
been unidertakeon uipoî any adequate seule, there is a stcady progrcssot
in the ainouit auJ in the qualitv of effort put forth. It is tlmereforc înuor
and more important that thosc who are l'roughlt face to face with this

nighty problern sliould have clear and com-ct ideas of iLs nature. ()wing
to the Mratness of the subjcct, and the Conmiplexity of the cOnisidera&ti"'
involvcd iii it, it is liv nu naus st) easy tu cone to correct conclusions as
imany pcrsonls Semi to suppose. 'NO one lias a righit to assumle t.lîat the
c nvictions ut whicli lie lias arrived are the flnai trîahl, but cvcry one whîo)
lias iîad experience înav lie able to contribute somnething, hio-vever sliglit,
for thie edification of Jis liretlîrt-n. Tie following observations uipomi ii
"& timnc ecment ii Chîristian misins nav lie taken. as iii :Une eî,
the onteoinle of more thanl twenity ycars, pructical ucquaititance w-ith one of
tJhe great mission fields of thc %world.

1. It is a principle of widce application flhat, qreai chuaqtak l
ioaoly. Ille story of the plîvsictal uniiverse blas ilot vet been fuflIv txtl,
but cnough is lcnown to znaki- it sure tliat the vasi. distances of inînst of
t.li hecnv bodies are inatcliedlb tlie inronccivably great 1 ids of
tirne in wlîich t1hey iavc: Iteen shîw]y a&îîîîiiugi their present condition.
Physical geigrapiliers- hlave tu soine extent licen able to deciphier t1r
«'steri of UIl lilaiet,"' whichi is alwuvs und c'verywiîere omie of g-radiiai
and progres;sive change- 'tsrlhe iii great, numnbers hlave occurrcl.
but tlicir effets blave been diçt.rilîîîted and perpietiatr.d offly hy Uî.' lapse
of trne. The lava thrown ont froni Ulic lîowels of the carth moiîs, dis
intqgrtes, aud iLemmues at Jcngtlî a fertile soi]. 31oîmutains are waqhr'l
down by torrents froni the clonds, and littic: Li littie tie vas'%' alluvial
Plains crne into licig.

Tlle law of graduai ccopan is illuetraix4l in al t.hose races of man-
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