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ground.  The second one, placed on the top of
the s est une, s 150 feet i diameter, and the
therd platform, erected on the second otie
puoe feet higher than the second one—is 60 feet
in diameter and 27 feet abuve the ground.
Eech platforms is surrounded by & marble
opens work railing, except where the stairnays
are placed.  Of these there are four, une from
cach puint of the cutipass, and they cuttlaie
10 three suceessive flights of steps to the tup
of the altar. The altar is enclused by two
concentric railings of open marble work,
eac ruiling having fuut gateways uppusite
the steps, which are fur the ascent of the aliar
tv s suceessive platformns.

To the svuth of he altar there isa fuinace
large envugh for the whols carcass of an ox
to be placed on the wowl te be cotsuned as o
burut vifering at the hour of wurship.  Ou the
vutsade of the railings are high poles ou which
uieds are suspended. The tine for the
worstup is at four ocluck in the morning.
The Ewsperur gues to the park on the day
wfore. He isdrawn in a carriage from the
eutzance to his palace by an elephant.  On his
zrnival at the place he makes a tour of inspece
twn 1o all places to sce that the preparations
far the grand ceremony of the morning are in
readiness.  Awmong the places thus inspected
are the musicians’ lodge, the stables in which
the sacsificial animals are kept, the hall in
whh the sacred tablets are depusited, and,
the bulldings in which all the sacred utensils
gre depositted.  He then goes to the Hall of
Fasung, where he spends the time in medita-
tin and fasung tll he is called by the waster
of ceninomies the next morning in time for
the worstup.  The Emperur, when he goes to
i park, 15 attended by a large number of
hizh offcals an their ofticial dress, who find
accommodation in varivus buildings in the
gari ull the morning, when they 2l assemble
2t the aliar and take their respective places
ameng the worshipers.

wa the highest platform there are nine
tenisof bluesilk, prepared to receive the tab-
tis wluch ave to he wonshiped.  The principal
car 1s tae Tablet to Heaven, which is made of
woul, carved and gilded. It is acoud two and
a katf foet ligh by cight inches wide.  Un the
fzat face four characters are carved:
- laiperial Heaven, Supreme Ruler.” There
are piaced also the tablets of cight of the
aneestors of the reigming dyaasty, four on one
K i and four on the other side of the tablet to
k-asen, according to their rank in the hist of
asions. They ane consulered n the ritual
asike gunt and cqual receivers of the wordup
ezdersl. There are speaal offenie (s of silk,
merats o trenchiers, five Kinds of grams, wite,
faniy fish, cic., spread hefore ench tablet,. A
¥ spreaaal objeet placed before the tablet of
beaven 1s & mouad azure gem, which, by s
obrand shape, 1sto represent the object of
worship.  n the seconud platform ane puaced
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the secondary objects of worship. On the
cast side are placed the tablets of the sun,
stars aud plands, on the west side of the
altar are tabllels of the moun, cluuds, rain,
thuanler and wind, in their respective tents.
There is alsw, ot the middle terrace, a tent of
delluw silk, which is the imperial robing tent.

It £rui of the Tanlet of Heaven are placed
auincense urn, two candelabra, and two vases
fur floaers, and near the southern side of the
aliar is placed the table at which the ritual
prareris read,

When the lsur of service arrives, the Em
pitur proceds from his robing tent, arrayed
i robes of shy blae silk, to the placo of wor-
suip belfore the tablets on the highest plat-
furin.  The altendaut wotshipers are ar-
1awged in thar respective places, according to
therr rank, un themiddle and luwer platfurms,
and un the adjuining grounds on the suuth-
cast atd west sudes of the altar to the nulwer
of nearly two thuusand. The sacrificial fire ts
Lglited to bamm the whole burnt offering; the
grounds are lighted all around by lanterns;
incense is burning in many places; the music
is playing according to a programme enjoined
in the official ritual. At the call of the master
of ceremonies, the Emperor takes his place for
worship, and bows three successive times
before each of the nme tablets, knocking Lis
head threo times during each successive
kneeling.  In this worship he is accompauisd
by the whole crowd of atiendants, at the cry
of the master of ceremonies, in their prescribed
onler. The nmtual prayer is read and then
Lurnt, that it :nay thus be wafted hearennard,
and the rolls of silk and other objects are
burnt 1n the numervus cast-irun urns that are
seattered alwit for that purpose.  The differ-
ent parts of seruce are interspersed with
music from the orelicstra performing th.- pre-
scribed picces.

When the various cercmonies are all per-
{forined the Emperor retires to his robing teat,
and .fter resuming his usual imperial deess
cetarus ficst to the hall of fasting, aad {ram
thenees in the unpenal carriage, to his palace,
haung. &s the hagh pricst of the people asdas
the heaven-apjwinted ruler of China, tea-
dered the appomted worship to the chie! zorl
of China.

Thas s oe of the most impasing religious
ceremoiies in the world. It perhaps mas-
uearly resembles the coremonics at the dede
cation of the temple by King Solomon than
any other with which we are familiar.

A suular worship is paid to carth, as the
head of the female principle in nature, at the
surner solstice, on the 2Ist of Junr, at the
Altar to carth, in a park on the north of Pe.
xng, by the Emperor. When the sun has
vached its farthest northern limit and bezins
to petarn south. it is supposed that the femals
prnnciple in nature commences its sway. The
work of canth is to produce and ripen the



