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American Enterprise in the Nova
Scotian Coal Flelds,

A correspondent of the London Collivy
Guardion writes as follows in that paper re.
gording the cosl-mining iodustry in Nova
Scotia:  ** Doring ths past week several an-
nouncementa have been to the effect that Amer-
ican capitalists have acquired cuntrol of the
collierics of Nova Scotis—lately described in
theso columus. As a matter of fact, this has
been pending for some time.  The semi alurmise
character attached to some of these annouace.
ments is mirleading, and excites some mistruse
of the iueight into suriounding circumatances
which press correspondenta are supposed to
possess, especiully 2s no mention is made of the
fact that in purchasing the Canadian coilieries
the New Eogland consu-ers have ad length
procured a source of supply for their 16,000
factorices, independent of the capricious exact
ioas of Pennsylvanian, Virginian, and Mary-
land producers und carviers. The rapid growth
of the coal aad iron industrics of the south,
and the more general distribution of centres of
proluction over the States of the American
Ubion have readered some such independent
gource of supply absvlutely indispensible to
the porth, if she is to hold her ground at all.
Formerly, coal, ivon ore sud all the allied raw
matarials were carried into New England as a
matter of common nss5, and manufactured
uto various articles for distcibution all gver
America. In the patural order of things,
however, this could not continue; maoufacturing
industries are now conducted where neighbor-
ing and cheap supplies of raw materiul are ob-
tainable, and from being the foremost manufac-
turing State, Massachusetts has declined tothird
among the states of the Union. Notwithstand-
ing this severe blow, many of the industries of
the state have still survived, but of laze, the
ever-growing pressure of keen competition,
allicd to the severs transit and material mon-
opolieaof the south, have operated most heavily
against the obstinule success of the north. The
expression ‘“‘obstinate success” ig used advis-
cdly, for sheer obstancy has alone enabled the
the Northern States, far from all supply and
surrounded by every possible impediment, to
retain sufticicnt prestige to make Masgsachusetts
a househuld word among 69,000,000 people, as a
manufacturer of cstton, woollen, and other
uzeful articles. This State, contnining 233 in.
habitants per mile, annu.lly consumes £80,-
000,000 worth of raw material, nearly all of
which is impotted from hier sister States, avd in
all this poasesses noavailable deposits of native
raw material nearer than that of her jealous
and tomctimes unscrapalous rivals. The prin-
cipal parts in the rival States frem which her
supplics arc drawa are distant fcom Bostoa as
follows: New York, 292 miles; Philadelphia,
480; Norfolk and Newport, 62¢; Baluumore,
$80; or an average diszanze of 350 miles; but
to this must be added the distance from the
mines 1o the above ports, such as 250 and 335
miles from Clearfield ¢> Philadclphia and New
York respectively, and 290 und 196 miles from
the Cumberland mines of Maryland to Phila-
dciphia aud Bsltimoroe respsctively; so that
Maassachurotta has to pucrchaszo all her raw
material, plus this land and sea transport,

both of which nre subject to the ocaotm-
ous oxtortions of monopolists. As on coal
olone tho couscquent luss to the Now Iuy-
land Statos is estimated at £1,000,000 sterling
per annam, it is not at all surpriviag that tho
norchern manufacturers and coal or iron cen.
sumers should have long meditated a coup de
main in Nova Scotin, which is the only couutry
80 situated geographically as to bo able to come
into competition with the south. In Nova
Scotia, uulike the latter districts no very pro-
nouaced or vexatious monopolies or combines,
either in mines or transitarrangements, hamger
the cheap getting of raw material, ‘Tho mines
egpecially in Capo Breton Island, notably at
Cow Bay, Glace Bay, or Mira Bay, areactually
on the coast, close to fine harbors, and are
operated with exceptional case and economy, be-
ing also capable of development to o suffi~ient
dogree to mect the annual consumption of the
New England States, which is now sct at
1,000,000 tons.  As loag asthe Harrieon gov.
crument remained ia power, however, Pena.
sylvania and the south succeeded in upholding
the duty oo (’anadian coal and held the New
Englsud Democrats in check, quashing every
petition ‘o Congress, notably that of the au-
tum of 1893, which called for free coal, iron ore
and coke, backed as it was by 237 of the lead.
ing directors and macagers of New Kugland
iron makiog establishinents, Consequently all
attempts to place Nova Scotian coal properties
on the Boston maiket during the Hacrison ten.
ure have proved fruitless until the present time.
Now that the vested interests of the south
have suffered a reverse in the defeat of General
Harrison, a modification of the coal duties
looms svtliciently near to tempt the northern
consumers into a consummation of their long.
checished plans, and the collieries have been
bought. That these purely commercial ar-
rangemncuts imply aoything like a gigantio
mouopoly of North American cosl from Labra-
dor to the Gulf of Mexico is, of course, as 1m.
possible as untrue. It is most likely that the
lion of Pennsylvania will lic down with the
lamb of Massachusetts, and as far as the latter
isconcorned it is equally impassible that Boston
or New York, by the mere acquisitica of the
Nova Scotizn collieries, could coutrol the Can-
adian coalficlds, for irrespective of the wealthy
and unexploited coal areas of New Bruaswick
aud Western Cape Breton, vast areas of the
usdeveloped Nuva Scotian coalfields proper
will bo outside the new syndicate’s control.

The €. P. R. in £ngland.

Au invalusble work in the interests of immi.
gration to the Canadian Northwest from Eng-
land is being done by the Cinadias Pacific
Railway Company with its exhibitioa car. This
car was first started out in S:ptember 1891,
filled with exhibits of the products of Western
Canada, to tour through raral Eogland ander
the churge of J. J. Haslett, and it has been go-
iag pretty atcndily ever since. Its most recent
work has been doae in the rural districts of
Kent, Nocfolk, Suffolk. Eisex, Derby, Lincoln,
Nottiugham, York and Lancaster. The‘car is
well stocked with litersture deseriptive of
Canada, and especislly the western portion of
it, and to show how much this feature is ap-

preciatod, Mr. Haslott says ho has received-and
responded to upwards of 120,000 app.ications
for theso publications.

Mr. Haslett speaks very hopefully of tho im.
migration outlook of Canada Of his own work
and its froits ho eaid in a recent interview :—
“QOur (floats with tho car, especlally in the
castorn counties, aro bearing excellent fruit;
but onn car canvot de much ta cover so immeanse
a ficld as all agricultural England, not to speak
of Scotland and parts of Ireland, whero good
work might be done. It is as a drop ia the
ocean, You see, we often find that tho second
aud even thothird visit to a market town isthe
visit that bears most fruit. At firat aight of
the car the farmer is a bit suspicions. e leaves
you to do all the talking. But the poxt time
you appear in the market p'ace up he comes
with an expression as near akin to a smilo as
the typical Eaglish farmer is capable of ; aud it
is, ¢ Well, back again !’ and then he does most
of the tslking, and puts a string of questious,
all showing that he has read our publications to
some profit. So, you see, it is litile good to try
to rush this kind of work through in a day.
You want to encourage confidence in the truth
of what you say, and encourage ivquiry, and
when once inquiry is made, the advantages of
prairie farmiog appeal too stroagly to be re-
sisted by the heavy-ccated, heavily-taxed, and
competition-ridden E:.glish agriculturist. A
splendid type of emigrants have gone out from
agricultural Englaad to the Northwest in the
past two seasons—emigrants of whom any laod
may be proud ; and they will do well, too.”

The Coal of Western Canada.

A writer in The Colliery Guardian, of
London, Eogland, describes in an articls entit.
led **Notes on the Rugion of Eteranl Coal,”
the coal resourses of Western Canada, especi-
ally of the Rocky Mountain district. A perusal
of this article would be an education 10 most
Canadians in regard to the extout and valuo of
these coal deposits.  Fellowing is the conclud-
ing portion of tac article, it is well worth
reading :

¢ Ic is univstructive to discuss the utility of
these Northwestera anthracites, for such would
suggest that some latent doubt of their present
comparatively enormous ecouomical advantage
remains. Jlua the highest sense they ase invalu-
able and e¢ven as Eastern Canada is to bo com-
plimented upon the posscssion of rho sole
workuble deposits of bituminous coal upon the
gigantic castern seaboard of North Awerics, 80
the Hinterland must be recogoized as the pres.
ent and future purveyor o invaluable anthra.
cites for the equal g gantic Pacific scaboard from
*Frieco 10 Behrivg sea.

In conclusinn, I have to remark that the
indefatigable rescarches of the Canadian Geo-
graphical Survey bave now demonstrated that
very extensive deposits of bituminors coal
actually cxists in the mountains as well as in
the plasins.  This is potably the case in tho
famous Crows Nest Pass, 1,200 fc, above the
trail, oo a ridge of tho mountame, from which
u number of spurs, with deep-intervening gul.
lics, descond abruptly to the trail, and
which and on the ontorveniog ridges a_won-
derful 2crica of coal seama 18 disclosed, ono
above the other, in excolleat order.  No exact
measurement« have been taken eo far, for
which resson it is necessary to note that zomo
of the seams given below may actually be somo
of tho upper oaes repeawed by folus of. the
strata or ordinary fanlts, but the sctual out.
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