
[231

ON TUIE

EARLY GAZETTEER AND 'MAI> LITERATURE
0F WESTERN CANADA.

BY HENRY SCAiDDING, D D.

Ail books consisting of descriptions and statistic.s of new coutitries
becorne, as a niatter of course, speedily oh.solete, anel arc supcî.,eded
by others wvhieli iii their turii have to give place to frcsh cssavs of
the sanie cla.ss. Even in old couintries, in tlws.e days, the changes
constantly going on are so xnany, as to require the issue period.ically
of newv accounits. Thus we have a Murray, a lack, a Bradshaw, a,
Baedeker, putting forthi year after year, not moeîvly new editions of
their "uds"but tiiose "guidle.s" reconsti ncted thioughout, cuir-
tailed here, cxpanded thcre, so as to be iii accordance Nvith thc real
situation of affWdrs. But volumes having refercîîce t> the growving
colonies of Great Britain, become super-auiuated in a p.u'ticularly
shor t space of tinie, so very rapid is the progress inade therin ; and
in such quick succession corne the changes. Aftcr aIl, however,
althoughi a Person who is seeking for the latest information in reg.îrd
to, a newb counîtry, desires, ani nitist have, the latcst book oit the>
subjeet, yet, lot ouly a sufflict nuniber of years pass away, and th>
books which froin tinte to Urne had becoine, obsolete, again ree0ver a
value, and are ghîdly resortcd to for 1>IiiIoses of compI).ison or for
the> verificaition ot eartially forgrotten. facts. To each generation the
actual State of thing"s li.!îst be that whiech chicfly ab.soîbs the .îtten-
tion. But Society aron Sb hslas bcîî aIl along in a Stato of flux;
and each pîermoit, thougli stili of necessity k-ept busy by th> cails of
the moment, cannot hiellp loôking back to prtictular Stages of the
past wvith a pecutlia.r interest -to the er.t, for exaniple, when h' lîiutsclf
wo-s frst calcd to tàkec part iii the serionis tattle of flle, and1 to his
suri ouitingii, theni; or it rnay be, lus recg,.tu'.s ire turuucd to euee
reIllove flînther-to the tinjo wheu a father, perhtaps, or granidfather


