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ithern. You -vonder wliat they can be thinking notable ; but you shall judge yourself what it
about, so listless do they appear; and yet, at cost us in ingenuity and patience wvhen I tell
that very moment are the wislies, the purse, you the story-the manoeuvre occupied the
zthe intentions, the fancies-of a woman-better wliole establishiment. As soon as we saw hier
searched, than the Custom-ho.use officers can corne we knew what sort of conflict wvas before
searcli a suspicious carrnage at the frontiers. us. One ofus met her: "Does madane wish
These intelligent fellows sec % thing at a an Indian shawl or a French shawl, a highly
.glance, the sliglitest detail in dress, an alrnost priced or- ?»
inviýible stain on the boot, a faded hat, an iii- "1 will sec."
sorted nibbon, the old or newv style of the dress, "How higli a price is madame wvilling to
-the freshness of the gloves, the je1vellery in give?
-vogue, ail, in short, that can betray in a woman "I1 will sce.-'
ber quaiity, her fortune, her cliaracter. Then, Several shawvls wvere hung in the best light to
with telegraphic rapidity is the opinion trans- exhibit their designs and colours.
mitted from one to the other, by a look, a "lThese are our best shawls,» continued my
sign, a smile, a motion of the lips, and colleague, calling lier attention to them ; " our
every one is under arms to secuire a bargain. best qualities in blue, red anai or-_1ge ; ail ten
I it be an Engiish lady, the sombre, rnysterious, jthousand francs. Here are others at five
l3yronic personage is in attendance; if a plain thousand, and somne at three thousand."
sort of a woman, the oidest of the cierks. In She looked aIl round witli the most complete
less than a quarter of an hour, he shows lier a i ndifférence before deigning to notice the arti-
hundred shawis-intoxicates lier wvitli colours cles in question, and wlien at last she gave
and designs; unfolds as many shawls as the some.attention to the sliawls, she asked, with-
kite describes. circles around the liare he is go- out giviny. any sigan of approbation or disappro-
ing to seize, and the good woman, ail in a maze, bationý: 'Have you any others ?"
not knowing whlat to choose, and flattered in al' " Yes, madame ; but perhaps madame lias not
her notions, gives lierseif up to tlie clerk-, wvho quite mnade up her mind to buy a shawvi?"-
gains his point with -the customary phrase, tlie "lOh yes, 1 liave."
question lying between two shawis : "Tliis Inferior shawis were brouglit fortli, but
ýoine, madam, lias everything to recommend it; spread out with tlie importance necessary to
it is appie green, thie fasliionable colour, but fix tlie attention, and îvith the customary
the fashion clianges, whilst tliis one (a black or phrase: "These are mucli dearer ; they are
white one, the sale of wvhich is urgent,) will last entirely neîv, and have not been .îorn yet; f-ney
for ever, and will suit ail dresses." liave come by mail recently, and bave been

"You have no idea," said lately onc of tliese jbought froni the manufacturers of Lahore
masters in the art of selling, to a friend of ours, Ithenseives."
Ifwliat éloquent ingenuity isrequired in this sha-,l "'Ohr 1 understand," she replied; 1 like
business. You are a discreet fellow, and 1- iill let theni pretty weil." Stili no marked sign of
3-ou into a littie secret whicli, as a study of tlie preference. We are ail verypatient, and know
moraiity of our tumes, cannot fail to interest you, liow to wvaiL. My colleague waited, but we
.and will -giveyou an idea of tlie inventive genius could sec bis irritation in the few glances lie
of our master. He invented whbat we cail the cast towards us.
Selim-shawl-a sliawi the sale of îvhicii is con- 'lWliats the price of this one?" she said. at
-sidered dn imposbibility, and wvhich ive always 1 Iast, after an unusually long pause, and point-
sei. We keep in a cedar box of very plain ing to a sliawi, sky blue, and covered wt
,exterior, but richly lined with satin, a shawl birds nestiing in pagodas.
worth from -five to six handred francs, and Il "Seven thousand francs."
which we pass off as liaving been sent by Selimi She took the sliawl, wrapped herseif in. it,
ýto tlie Emperor Napoleon. This sliawl is our looked in the glass, and retumhed it to its place.
Imperial Guard, Nwe bning it forward at all cniti- "lNo, I don't like it.
cal moments: it is soid, and neyer dies. Our Another long quarter of an bour passed in
hast one wvas palmed off on an Bngiisli lady- fruitless attempts.
the greatest triumph we have yet achieved,. for "We have nothing else, madame," said my
-the Engffish -women are our battie of Wateroo- colleague, looking at our mraster.
escape us aiivays. \Ve meet with -wvomen -th at "IMadame is liard to please, like all pt.rsons
slip out of our bands like eeis, but ive catch lien of taste," said the latter, and advance-i t> the
again on the stàircase; others tbat fancy tliey attack in bis turn.
<can get tbe better of us with a joke ; we laugh But our English customer took up her eye-
witb them and liold them fast; questionable glass, and lookced at the head of the establish-
ýforeigners, to whom we bring our second rate ment 'with a curious "'wlo areyou" airwbich he
sliawis, and ihomn we inveigle with flatteries; xvould neyer have tolerated froin any-one ý;xcept
'but the Enghish wornen are unconquerable, you a- foreigner. She evidently did flot lcnow that
miglit as well attack the bronze statue of Louis he was qualified to be elected deputy at any
XIV: they seem to take a partictilar pleasure tirne, and that lie dined sometimes at the Tuil-
in fooling us. This makes our hast victory so eries.


