
TALES 0F THE BORDERS.

clergymean was about to, join the hands of the
-partiee, I dre~w off the giove of the bride a
second or two before the bridesmaid perform-
cd a Aimilar operation on the band of the
bridegroom. I heard the: -vhieper of the
crooked 01,d 'wonian, and saw that the cyes
of the otherwiomen were upion nie. 1 feit
that 1 had comriîted another omen, and
BlMost resotved tc Yenounce wvearing "Iblarks"

for the future, The cereinony, hoivever, %vas
conciuded i we returned fioi. the manse, and
every thing ;vas forgotten, save rnirth and
nut-ie, tili the Iîour arrived for tea.

The bride's mother liad boasted of lier
"-daughter'g double set o' reai china"l durin.-
the afternoon; and the female part ol' the
ecompany evidontIy feit anxious to examine
the costly crockery. A young- woman waý
enteriî,g with a tray and the teaeqige
another, similarlv laden, rollowed behind

be.The snec 'tlig door c.aughit the haa-,
dte oi the Ira>', k.ý down ivent china, wait-
ing-inaid, and a]) ! The fall etartled lier
.voaxpinion , tbeir feet beel.inle entangied

ljihembçaced the fluor, aîîd the china firoin
buth trays lay Ecattered around theni 'in a
fioùsand shiapes and sizes ! This was an)
omnen wiLlx a vengeance ! 1 could not avoid
ýtealing a lo6k at Ille seeve of my blacit coat.
The bearded oMc wonxan Eeemed inspired.
Sue declared the iuck of the houise wvas bro-

e, 91 Of te doible. Eet of reai china, not a
ékip wias left, not ar oid saucer. The bride-
groom bore tixe n-isfortune as a nian ; ami,
gently crawing the head of bis young part..
ner towards biro, said-

" Neyer izid them, hinny-let them gang
-- wve'll get npair."1

'The bride, poor thing, shed a tear; but
ilie r iillier Lhrew his aria round lier neck,
etole ýa 1tiss, anid she lolushed and smiledl.

Itwas evident, however, that cvery one of
the ompai)y regarded ibis as a real omen.
The m111 1ofit was prcpared for the joyous
ifance ; but ècatce had then fantastie toes
(sorne ci tem weure not lig1ht ocs) begqri to
iaôve -throug h the * mazy rounds, Mixen the
Ïoft-floor' broke.down beneath the bounding
fee~t of ',the -happy atilter ; for, u nrortunately,
he écasidereci not tnat his gooe3.lY body ivas
heavier xhan Iiis spirits. It was oijen upoin
omen-the 'wÔrk of bïeaking lxad begun ; thc
6(luckIl Qf..tlhe young& couple ivas departed.

,Threà days.aller the wedding, one cf the
Inillerle carts was got in readinese to carry
jiumne lb*Ibide mother, On crossing thtE

unlucky hurn ho which w'e have aireadv
alluded, tha horse stumbled, feil, and brc ze
its linee, and had te bu 'taken back, and
another put ir its place.

"Mair brealtings !" exrlaimed the now
alniost heart-brolien old woman. "' Oh, dear
salie! hoivwili a' tlxis and for my puir baira!P

1 remaineci ivith my neiv found relatives
about a weekç; and while there, the railler
sent bis boy for paimnt of an accuit, of
thirty pounlds lie havin- to maire up money
te pay a corn-tàctor ah the Hacldington
markret, on the following day. In the even-
in-g the boy returned.

WXeel callant, inquired the millers,!' hae
ye gotton the siller ?11

"N'o," reptied the youth.
"rcmci" exciaimed my cous3in,hlash-ilY,

"bac ye no getten the siller? W'ha 'did ye
Sae, or wl at dlii thay ýUY il"

",I saw the ivife' I returned the boy; " an'
elhe eaid: « Siller ! iaddic, what's brought ye,
h e ior siller: I dare say your mnaister'e
dalt I)o yeio, Itea we're broken! I'm sure
a' body kens that we bioke yetra lI

"The miscliief break thesra VI exciaimned
the millar, riiTng andi walkiPF hurriedly
acroes the reoin; ilthis is hreaking ia

1 nîay not here particularize the brealdngs
that lbiliwe. One nîistbrtune suçceeded
allotiler, til the nilier broke. àlso. AIl that
lie bad ivas put under the Ilammrer, and i te
waiidered lorth with hizî young twifea brokeu
mani.

Some years afterwards, I-4eit with him in
diferent part ef Ille country.' He hie lie

management of extensive flor milis. HaQ
ivas again doing weil, and bad mneey in hfs
mnastar's hands. At last there Eaamedteb
an end o' Ille breakingrs. Wve were sitting
together, wlîea a third persox entered with a
slowv and timici step andi rueFul cotùnten-
nance.

'Wiilia,"1 said lie, with the tene of' a
speaking seu Che hae ye hucard the news?"

What newse, now ?" inquired the rafller,
seriously.

" The maister's broken!" rejoined the othert
"'An my fifty pounds ?" responded my,

cou-sin, iàu a voice of'horror.
"Are broken lvi' hirn," re.hurned the

stràDger. CIOh,. gude gracions i" criedl the
young vire, wringl;ng her hands, Il Vn sure
1Ivi'shl 1 %vere out e' tbis world! will ever.thir
breýakings be done! 1 what tempted myjunother,

w uy mce cheenzk?


