928 RELIGIOUS DUTIRS OF PARENTS AND HEADS OF FAMILILS.

Yonr time is acenpind with more important con-
cerns T We should ke to know what a christian
wanld prononnee more fnportand than the religions
education of his children?  ‘I'he honrs of evening
when you could most corveniontly attend to it is
subject to most frequent interruptions?  How
Jamentable that, you should thus suffer your chil
dren to be defrauded of what may prove to them
their richest inheritance, Alas! the true caunse
of the neglect is, for the most part, the undervalu-
ing of the advantage of a religious education.
Many, even of those who malke a chiristian profes-
sion secm to think, that the Sabbath’s instructions
from the pulpit are suflicient—forgetting that mere
children cannot profit much by themn & aud, if they
secure for their children the additional instructions
of the Sabbath school, they take no small credit to
themselves for this extra carefulness, and quietly
consider that they have discharged the duty of a
parent in the matter of rekigion, though perhaps,

child the sanctification of the Sabbatl, when e
himselt’ lounges in illeness at honie, or receives
the visits of persons as idle as hunself; or pushes
forth into the ficlds for a recrcation that home
cannot afford him? Would not instruction thus
discredited by example be likely to awaken disgust?
And yet many, mauy a parent who fancied humnself
religious, has thus converted his child into an infidel
ur a profligate, because his whole example belied
the rehigious lessons that he taught,  If, therefore,
our iastructions are to cxert their appropnate in.
fluence, we must illustrate them by our hfe. [t
must appear that religion and all connected with
ity has the highest place in our regard ; that it pene-
trates our heart and pervades ous life 3 and that so
often as we are betrayed into inconsistent conduct,
it is cause of bitterness and repentance. When
the principles by which we are guided are occesion.
ally explained m a manner level to the capacities
of the young; when we tell them, I do this

they never personally converse with or wstruct)thung because God has commandedit ; and I ab.

them from one year's end o another.  Isthere any
wonder that children thus neglected, should grow
up in ignorance of God, and i decp rooted idiier-
ence to nll that his word declares ; that even the
solemnities of religion should fail to command
their reverence; and that they should habitually
ally themselves to the ungodly multitude, whose
whole conduct evince that it would cause thew
little regret were the gospel and all it teaches
extirpated from the world.  Chnstian parents,
if you reckon the furmation of such a character in
your children an cul above all otiuers to be de-
plored, both un accuunt of 1ts present and ats eter-
nal consequcuces, study now tu avertat, by appro-
priating a set and sullicient wine fur the religous -
struction of your children,

Observe, secondly, that it is the duty of parents
to set before thewr clularen and household, a pro-
per example.  Without this it is much to be feared
that whatever religious instruction you may hap-
pen to give, will be worse than vain, It will most
likely breed inthem hypocrisy or a contempt of re-
ligion, Of what avail would it be for a parent to
teach his children to pray, if’ they have very good
reason to surmise that be himself never prayed?
Of what avail would be a parent’s occasional ad-
monition to fear God, if it were very plaineven to
a child’s observation, that the fear of God was not
before his own cyes? .And al! what should we
say of the admonitions of a parent to good tem-
per, when he himself is constantly gining way to
peevishness and rage?  of n parent whipping his
child for blaspheming the sacred nawie, when the
half swallowed oath is often muttering from Lis
own lips? of a parent inculcating upon the

staumn trom this other thing because God has forlud-
denit 5 sud [ believe tins truth becanse the Scnp-
wures teach 1t and I chenish tins hope, for the di-
vine pronuse warrants it—our wstruction and our
examnple combie to persuade the child to umta.
uon.  hd Christian parents thus teach and act
beture their cluldren from earhest infancy, the
gates of Zion would be crowded with the offspring
of the nighteous, and the Church would rejoice in
the dawmng mibiemum !

Were parental instruction thus seconded by a
cousislent exmpie, parental anthonity would no
Le cuntemued. Obudience would be rendered to
the lanful commands of pareis, because such obe-
dicnce is> enjuined by God.  And true authonty,
and cunscientious suoordination would bring back
to the innwmerable httle  commonwealths of
which society is composed, the order, harmony
and peace, with winch the eyes of the observer 1s
uow so rarely blessed.

For further recommending to pareuts the per-
formance of these duties, let me observe, that
they are the main source of individual happiness.
Children under the discreet exerciscof parental dis-
cipline, acquire many habits cssential to their well-
bemg. Selt-will, from which so many miseries
arisey is restrained. The important habit is ac-
quired of submitting to authonity ; and the effect
of’ this becomes very manifest 1n the subsequent
discipline of the schooland the labours of theappren-
ticeship.  (What trouble do children who are neg-
leeted at home give to their teachers and masters !)
There is fostered a docility of temper very favoura-
ble to their future improvement. They learn to



