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of Bt. Chrysostom, in his election to the see oftlike an abject slave, and clinging to the altar for
Constantinople : but had afterwards taken partiprotection. There was no leisure for meditation.
against him. The Saint's intrepidity of cbaracter,{The orator ascended the pulpit, and in a burst of
the apostolic zeal with which he labored for the[extemporancous elogneuce, addres:ed his exeited
correction of abuses, as well public as private,|hearers to this eflect :
and the fearlessness with which he exposed and|{ <« If ever there was a season in our lives in
reproved them in every station, could not fail tolwhieh we might exclaim, Vanity of vanities and
bring him into coilision with the favorite, whoselall 4s varify! it surcly i3 the moment before us.
animosity was not confined to the arehbishop alone,: Where is now the pomp of the consulship, where
but extended to the whole church, whose immuni-;its honors and costly insignia ? Where the blaze
ties he attacked. The law passed in 398, aguinst'of torches that preceded the triumphal march f—
“ the privilege of asplums in churches, wus his|Where those maddening shouts of applause 2—
work. In carrying this point, he deprived thelWhere the erowded hall, the sumptuous banquet,
church of an immunity altogether in unison withland the wmidnight revelry > Where is the tumult
* the character of that religion which, like its divine|with which the city resounded 2 Where the noisy
Founder, is the refuge of the oppressed. In 399,1acclamations, the fulsome of flattery so  ‘shly
this minion of power bad reached the zenith ofipouied forth by the thousands that thronged the
his greatness, and ruled with a tgranny that knew theatre ? All have vanished ! a tempestuous gale
no bounds. thas stripped the proud tree of its foliage ; it hag
At length the day of retribution came. Thelexposed to our eyes the naked trunk, it has shaken
zross manner in which he had abused the cinpzrsi®iis to its very roots, and threatens to seatter it in
favor, and the scandal which his conduct e.\:cited,lfragmems to the winds of heaven. What has
inflamed the people and the army against him.—ibecome of those summer friends, of the sumptuous
Gainas, the popular general, piesented himeelflbanquet, and the swarm of parasites, of the
boldly before Arcadius, and demanded the dis-igoblets of exhaustless wine, of the arts that admin-
missal of his favorite. This demand was enforced|istered to luxury, of the worshippers of the im-
by the eloquence of Eudoxia, the emperor’s wife.*perial purple, of those cringing slaves of interesi,
who, with tears in her eyes, presented her infant whose words were as servile as their deeds?
children to their father, imploring his justice for{They were the vision of a night, the illusion of a
some insult received from his presumptuous minis-imorning dream, that has melted before the beams
ter. Thus Lrgad, the weak Arcadius was not longiof day ; they were spring flowers that withered
te yield, and signed his favorite’s condemnation. with the fleeting spring ; they were a shadow, and

The magic spell was at once dissolved : iit passed away, a brilliant vapor, that shone for a
Eripitur persona, manet res..—LvcrrT:vs. |moment, and has vanished into air. O! how t1ue
. i \ . X
Down falls the mask, sud the reality {then is that saying, anc hew mce\ss:‘n}ﬂy Sho“_‘d we
Stands in its native hidevusness before us. irepeat those words of the Holy Spirit— V(l?%‘?fy of

Men wondered at the charm that had held them;t@ni11es, a—n;] all is vanity !  These words ,Sh"uld‘
in thraldom. The acclamations that so latel)ll’e inseribed in letters of light upon the walls ot
hailed the merit and the fortune of the favorite,!°8" }:ous?s, over the donr's of our npar(n"xems‘: 0
were changed into clamors, reproaching Lim withl(bc p.ac:> ‘;g P"blfc res.oyt 3 Pay, 0? our xery‘; °al:;
his crime, and pressing his immediate ex >rutiop.|BENIS Shou [h‘f) be \xrxttenh,hbuf AY more shou
In the hour of distress and despair, his only refugefthe) be en;.:rmhen upon efa-l man’s c(;’_’t‘sz’e“&’
was that same church which he had persecuted,ia"d be fmde‘ } e them.e ot salutary met '«a ?n:-'—‘—
and the asylum of whose altars he had been instrw"gy continualiy repeating these warning ;‘0.';;"’
mental in abolishing. St. Chrysostom reccived @ Should learn what value to set upon the illu-
him with the charity of a Christian and the tender-
ness of a parent.  On the following day, when thc!
news of his refuge had been published thioughout!  *With enmity still rankling in your hearts, will
the city, crowds of the common people mingled 'vau have the hardihood to approach the holy mys-
with the infuriatcd soldiery, rushed to the cathedral teries, and with the same lips that exhale impreca-
of St. Sophia, that they might exult cver the djs-'lions, to repeat that prayer in which we are com-
tress of their once dreaded tyrant, and drag him'manded to say. Forgive us our lrespasses, a8 we
gar(}&llo punishment. Tg; mom(;ant was }crilira}: :Lforgi{:}c li;cm Ilr’«at trespass ahgams{) us ? “I; 1?

t. Chrysostom, irsensible to dange: when the'possible that this man may have b2en guilty o
voice of charity demanded his presence, made bis\great crimes, that he has induiged in violent
way through the infuriated crowd to the spot excesses against you. I admit the charge Bu
where lay croucaing the victim of the public in-ithis is a season of inerey, not of rigor ; of remx’sfmn.
dignation, his féatures pale as death, trembling;not of sccusation ; of indulgence, not of scrutiny,

isions of fortune and the friendship of men.
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