
THE COMMERCIAL.

Zbe commerciat
WINNIPEG, JULLY S. 1884.

A f 3w Winripe,,gger who liad been
visiting- tho east lately met a few days
ago i tliis city, anI, after conmparing
notes unanimiously agrced tliat the best
cure for discontent "'itli the Northwest
was a visit to tho older portions of the
Dominion, 'vhich. they bolieved, under
present circumistances, would mako any
Manitoban feel thankful that lio was
located ixi the prairie province. There is
no doubt but tbpre is a great ainount of
truth ia the decisiov thu. arrivect at. But
it mnust ho kept in mind that the mn
wvho se decided wvcro aIl rcgularly eng-gcd
in trade, and iwere miaking comparisons
upon a purely trade basis. WVhulo thoy
were rcasoning thus tbey wvere absolutoly
correct in thecir conclusions, and it is liard
to find a trader iii this province wvho is
not satisficd that bis prospects arc brigbiter
here at pretent than they possibiy could
be in the east. Another elass bias to bo
Jooked for before grumblers are fovnd,
and unfortunately that class is by far too
nunierous yet in this province.

There is notlîing, wviclî so tends te
make a inan truly contented as steady,
uninterrupted work, ]et it bi, mental or
pîxysical, and in 'Manitoha at present the
contented e1ass art, thp bard 'vorking class
wvhilc the gruînbhrs are, with scarcely an
exception, tlue idièrs. The existence of
idiers in~ a new country, wvhere above al
others, nialn shoulci prosper by bis labor,
secmns quite an anonîaly. Yet this anom-
aly exists hc te an oxtent truly astonisi
ing. The city of WVinnipeg alone lias at
preseat net less than ene thousond idlers,
a large proportion of wbom belong to the
polisbed clasb of socicty, but wvho are,
nevertheless, as iiiuch loafers and a dead
weight uponl the comimunity as the poor
corncr lounger wvho begs or beats lus %vay
ratmer than di" or ploiv. It is aniong
such that the niost disagrepable grumiblers
are te, be found. A life of indolence
makes thei uniserable, and they do their
best te iînpart their inisery te others more
fortunate. The inajority of thern had
higli hopes t-wo years and a !-%lf ago, and
niany of theni, now tbat these hopes are
reduced te idle dreitnis, look upon tlîem-
selves as entitled te a living in a country
ivhcere their hopes have been so blighted.

To toecrate thern as an ornaniental chass
of paupers is certai,îly a stretclî of liberal.
ity ovory cominiu.îity would flot allow,
but te ho compellcd, te, listen to their
chronia gruînbling at the sain timo is bc-
yond huinan endurance. J3'cîv, if any of
thcm bave ever accornplishced -%nything to
entitlo themn te consideration frorn more
industriaus people, as tlieir iwholo amni,
even in days of fancied prosperity, wvas to
acquiro wcaltb by trading upon tho enter-
prise and inidustry of others. If disap-
pointnxent must overtako somo pcople
aînong us, it is iveli tbat this caas are tho
parties selected. Their fortunes like the
bouse of the foolishi builder were founded
upon sand, and the storni of depression
soon swept thcmn away.

E ven the causes for grumbling, which
pzople o! the above-described cans bave,
are freju 'ntly cause for congratulation to
t-ho industrious. "Hudson Blay lots are
nowv down to $800, and tho country is
bursted," was the remark mnade a gruxubler
a few days age; te îvbich tho industrious
nuan ni iglit answer tbat wvhen they rcaclicd
bal! of that the country wvould be in a
becalthier and more natural state. Traders
and gther industrious people sufkbrcd
heavily in past days froin the extortions
of sucb people, and they are te be excused
if, nowv tbat the tables are turned, they
chuckle a littIe over tbe change. It is
only human nature to chuckle a little
over the disconifiture of an enemy, and
the industrious business nian and thc
schenxing speculator are as mnuch enemies
as are the ferret and the rat. While
therefore the latter is the grumibler it
inay bc indirectly inferred that tbe former
is the gainer. It is well arranged thus,
and îvhile ive mnay miake up our mninds
that w'e will never be clear of grumbleis,
let us at présent consider wvelI the source
of the grumibling before attributimîg asty
imnportance to it.

ATTEND TO YOUR PAPER.
Oric of tic worst characteristies o! a

pocr business mani is a carelcssness about
attending promnptly to paper falling due,
which ie simply the worst devclopnxent of
want o! punctunlity. As a country grows
older this practice generally c.'ases, or at
least becomnes inuch less frequent iii occur-
ence, and in this respect tiiere is much
reason to liope for an improvemnent ia
Xanitoba and the Northwest. There is
no doubt but irregularities in meeting, or
rather failing to, meet paper, le as yet due

in a great measure te the want of baulzing
facilities tbrougliout tîuis country. As yot
thero are not ton towns in the Northwest
wvhere a bauk of any description 't,
and tho city of Winnipeg lias huddled
within its limita nearly twico as niany
banking offices, chnrtered and private, as
aIl the balance of the Northwest, But
mnaking allowance for al! theso drawvbacks
there, i stili great roorn and unbnîiitecd
opporttLrity for inîprovenient in attention
te paper falling due, especially on the part
of nmany of our country merebants. Evory
mionth comiplaints from wholesalers are
heard about papor boing allowed te couie
back without any notice on the part of
acceptera, and the worât~ feature in xnany
instances is that the papor is that of a
nierchant in a good solid position. Only
the endorser of such papor can fully corn-
prehiend the trouble and annoyance îvbich
carelessncss on the part o! custeniers
causes, and lîow tantalizing they are te
men Whlo wish te kcep their financial
arrangements free from entanglement.
Even ia cases wvhere tîxe accepter is. un-
able te nieet the note or notes falling due,,
the trouble caused is comparatively little,
-Mien ample notice and prier arrange-
nienth have been given. There, is no
doubt but this kind of carelessness did
mueli te inerease tic nervous feeling
,which pervaded Northwvesterntrade affairs
last year, and it is questionable if sore
of the insolvencies wvhicli took place
could net hiave been avertedl lad prompt
attention heen paid even te the rencNwal
o! paper unable te ho met when due.

But there are a class of people still iii
business liere wvho scoîn te have beconie
bial! cducated up te the neeessity for atý
tending te paper falling due. Wliolesalc
inerchants boe are beceming accustomcd
te receiving letters and telegirams frei
their country custoniers asking theni te
proteet notes falling due ncrhaps the day
on wvhich the letters or telegrams are re-
ceived. As a rule such requests are
scldom accompanied by a renewal note se
as te keep matters straiglit in the wvîole.
salers books. Rie lias simply te pay the
note or notes binisel! and secure renewal
paper at the end of a little more corres-
poridence. Independent e! the financial
dcmands sucli irregularities cause, as an
annoyance they are so plainly evidciit
that it is astenisbing thmat any nman vhîo
bas ever learned the elernents; of business
should bo guilty of sucb blundcriii-
negleet. It should ho a fixed principle
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