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OUTLOOX FOR HIDES.

B There sccms to be a great deal of
B oortainty as, to the effect which
ftie duty of 20 per cent. placed on
b4 by the new United States tar-
UL il have ont prices of hides In Can-
aa. Formerly hides went into the
E(nted States free, and a considerable
rantity of hides were annually ship~
w from Winnipeg to the United
Nates. 1t seems Lo Lo the general
weion In the trade that the cffect
d the duty would bo to reduce the
it of hides i Canada.  As the duty
@ have the effeet of cliccking ex-
wita 1o the United States, and conse-
Wieetly restricting tho market, this
t‘oald seem to bo the natural conclu-
s to be arrived at.
| it the sawme time it I8 not certain
at the effect of the duty will be
breduco prices.  Canada imports as
el as exports hides. Xt is o well
Wwwn fact that Eastern Canada
aers buy cousiderable iots of hidos
4 icago. This is partly owing to
“ fact that they can get a fino
dittion In Chicago, where they are
R to buy Iarge lots of o straight
ioade.
Tf:(: trado rcturns ‘show that Can-
klmportod, in 1895, bides to tho
ol §1,950,530.  During the samo
! wo exported hides to the value
$N1,269. This shows the balanco
B fvor of the homo product, and
% indicate that all our hides will
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bo wanted at home. It Is natural to
supposo that tho duty placed on hides
by the new United States taciff will
advance the prico of hides iIn  that
country. If this turus out to be tho
case, Conadian tanners will not bo
able to buy hides in United States
murkets to as good advantago ns for-
merly and this will make a botter de-
mand and keener compotition for the
homo supply.

Lookiug at it in this way, there ap-
pears to be & good argument in favor
of the contention that tho homo de-
mand  will be sufficient to maintaln
prices lLere.

Canada {8 2 considerable exporter of
leathier. Our Imports of leather for
1896 wero $432,972, while exports of
leathier and manufactures of leather
amounted to $1,367,064. If tho ef-
fect of the duty on hides in the Unit-
ed States will be to advanco prices
thero, it should stimulate the export
leather trade In Canada, as our tan-
ners, who will get frce raw material,
will be In a better position than tho
Unlted States tanner. Leather is a
product which 18 sold on u very fino
margin, and a very slight advantago
will enable Canadizn tanuers to com-
pete to good advantage in the ex-
port leather trade. Taken altogeth-
er, woe counot sece that the customs
tax placed on hides DLy tho United
States should work any injury to this
country, but rather that it should
work cut to the advantago of our
export leather trade. Prices of hides
in Canada may not be expected to
folloyv any inflation of values which
may take place in the United States,
but with our export leather trade
stimulated, good values should Le
maintained for hides.

THIEE CROPS.

A good many samples of wheat in
the straw, fully headed out, have been
shown on the Winnipeg grain ex-
change during the past two weoks.
These samples como from varjous dig-
tricts all over the country. Some
siow agood length of straw, but
quite o number * show a rather short
growth of  straw. At least what

“woull be considered short straw in

this country. The general indications
are that the straw will not be heavy
this yeaxr over a considerablo area of
our wheat belt. This, however, is
not a misfortune. The straw is of no
value here, aud a heavy strwv crop
entalls a vast amount of extra work
upon the farmer. The extra yield of
grain from crops having aheavy
growth of straw does not always pay
for the extra labor entafled on the
farmer in  harvesting the crop. A
moderate growth of straw with a
well filled head, often gives better re-
sulty, cost of harvesting considered,
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than a blg straw crop. A rank growth
of straw also means «later harvest
as a rule,

Last year the woestern districts of
Manitoby Tared better than the east-
ern sections, excessive  spring ralus
having delayed seeding and danaged
tho crops in the Red River Valley.
This year the conditions are reversed.
Some waegtern districts suffored from
drouth in th eearly part of the sea-
son, while the rains came earlfer and
were more abundant in tho eastern
and southeastern seetions of the prov-
Ince, where tho crops this year are
tho most promising.

Present fudications are favorable
for n good crop, and with the increas-
ed area to harvest this year tho ag-
gregate quuntity of grain will be
laxrge, if no serious damage results be-
tween now and harvest.

———
GLOBLE SAVINGS AND LOAN
COMPANY.

Tho large number of persons in the
West who are interested in the Glove
Savings and Loan Co. will ho pleased
to noto that the company makey an
excellent showing in its fifth annual
roport. The managing director of
this company, Mr. 2. W. Day, is an
ex-Winnipegger, and to his enter-

* prize, while & resideut here, is attril-

utable the large business which the
company worked up in the West in o
comparatively short time, Mr. F. S.
Young 15 the present locai manager,
and in his hands the company con-
tinues to do & good business here. Mr.
Day i3 at present on a trip to Man-
itoba. Mo is making an extended
tour through the province, with a
vicew to siaing up the crop and genoeral
situation.

1t is hardly necessary to say mueh
about, the annual finanefal statement
of the company. It will bo found oun
another page of this issue, and our
readers can thercfore Jook over the
statement for themselves. The fact
tliat the stock of tho company has
gsold at 10 per cent. premivi, however,
is an indication of the faith investors
have in this company.

The wholesale saddlery trade of the
United States lteld their annual meet-
ing in St. Paul last week, B T.
Hutchings, wholesalo saddicr, Winni-
peg. reeeived an fnvitation to the
mecting, but was unable to attend on
account of the preparations belng
made for the Industrial Exhibition
this week. o o

WANTEB—Agcnts for *Queen Victoria, Her
Reign  and  Diamond  Jubilee.”
Ovcrflowing with * Jatest and richest ‘picturcs.
Contains the endorsed biozraphy of Her Mujesty,
with authentic His&o?‘ of her remarkable regn,
and full account of the Liamond Jubilce. Only
$1.50. Big book. Tre lous demand. B
for wgeats, Commission 5o percent  Commission
o per cent,  Credit given,  Freight paid. Outfit
ree.  Duty paid. Write quick for outfit and
territory.  © THIE  DOMINION COMPANY,
Derpte 7, 365 Dearborn St,, Chicago.




