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LESSONS FRO!A A SHIORT CROP.
Last wveek, und(er the headiîmg Lsom

of the Scasom," an article iii mlic'e t cumimîs
deait wvit the mnany lýzs.iiis wiscli oun,
agriculturtil population iii.lit learii front
the weatmer conîditions of tIme preo nt ycar.
By studyimg the cliangps froîîî year to,
year in the weather, anmd tic efllct cif
Lliese conditionîs upon tihe crops, it nas
pointed out that observant amd careful
farîtiers sliou"d bc able to gaini a gieat
deal o! knowledge. as to thme best nmthods
of farniing iii this country. TIme subject
'vas by nmo nîcans exhausted in 'l'un
CeiMnMUCIAL article of last wveek, but it
is miot the intention to take up the
question again upon the saine lines.
'l'îere are otîmer lessoîîs to be Iearned froni
a short-crop year than those relating to
pratctic'il agriculture, and lessons too of
great importance te tUe niaterial pros.
perity of thp country.

At one Lime duming, the present season,
the £Top outloolk ini 1Manitoba ;va% axîy-
thing imut encourag,,ing. A inuch longer
continuamice of the wcatlier prevailifig
during a portion of the itionthi o! June
wvould have destroyod ail hopes o! any-
thing like a crop LUis year. Happily, the
'veather conditions clmanged in Limie to
v'ery greatly immprove prospects, and iii-

stead of a total failure, the na*Jonity of
our farins wvilI have some return for
their years' wvork-sonîc not very satis-
faztony returnis to be sure, but many
otiiers xvilI mamie froin a fair to good
showing. In beine districts, wvUere the
drougît was înost sevene, a few farmers
will have very little te go upou for the
next year, so fan as the returmîs for this
season is conccrned.

In considcring the course of events
durin- the past few sveeks, the question
cornes Up : *Vhlit condition womxld our
p~eople have beeti in to stand a crop
failune, had the worst fears of sone wceks
ago been reahizod 1" Time fact *that sve
have cscaped the worst results does not
remiove tUe nece.ssity for consideriiig the
question, anmi deniving such hessons fr:nî
iL as are at band. Now, it is pretty
certain that a crop failume Nvould have
caused consideralole hardsmip tlîroughout,
the land. In a new country where a
înajority of tUe people have been but a
short tnie etî,libsUcd, ammil have not hîad

tinie to surnoumid theniscîves witU tIme
coîîîfortg and luxuriî's o! life, much Iess to
a'cuiuuate '01111k etecoulmts, iL could imot li
o .heiwise thami that a trop f.ilure wvould
cause niucl i nu "ementce nid hardship.

Time lesson, tiierefore, te bc lir~ned
f ronx a crup failure (wvUich happily, though
t1hreateuîcd, lias been averted Luis ye.sr)
is. tle a' .%vt s il ake ahlosvance for the umos-
siimility cf a failuire cf tUec rops iii Lue
niear future. WUaL lias occurred once,
or lias beemi threcaterned, nagy occur agali.
TUe fumiher question maturalhy cines Up.

I mat . rcparatiomis hîave our people
miade iii tUe past to iinet a possible cro>
failure? V, ri, iimswetiiif, this, it is to be
fcared littIe can Uc said Lo show Lîmat our
people have takemi niuch tîmoughlt for pos-
sible failures iii tUe future. Our agri-
cultural population aLs a mule have imot
showvn sufliciemît Cure iii comtracting un1-
niecess;try liabilities. The desire te Uc
surrouimded svith convemiiences, amui even
luxuries to sone extent, is comnnendable,
but in inany imnstances it is evident, teo
nuticli haste lias beemi sliown in prccuring
articles or goimmg te expenditure wvh i
ivas flot actuahly iecessary. It lias often
bttil rtiliarked 13y tmaN citers througi tîis,
country, t'hat the amîounit invested by
farmuers iii imnpleinents amui farmu machin-
ci'y is sinply reniarkable. Many farniers
wvlo were omly startimig iii Lie country,
o- svho lmad omîly a siall acreage under
et-op, wouhld have nmuclinemy onoughl te,
fanai humîdreds o! acres. The carehessness
iii lookiiig after imnplenîents is also a fre-
quçnL matter for commnent. Plows are
left stickina iii the -roumnd ail winten,.
wvlere Ltme plowimg loft off ia the fall, and
bimîders are loft lying imi the field, until
they are wantecl Lie followimîg year. Ia
tîmis %v.ay iniphenents are sooil used up,
amîd mnust be replaced. Time nunîber o!
cah'riages sold to farinons iii Manitoba is
memmarkable. List yean mîany deailers in
sinaîl counîtry villages sohd froin 100 te
150 carniages. Tîmese lânge sales o! car-
niages would indicate thmat our faniners
(the majority of whm have been ini the
country only a few years, and ivlio as a
mule brouglît veny littIe, capital îvitm
them) are fa.st becoming independoat;
but iL mîay also be understood te indicate
thiat our farmies ane tee ready te go into
debt. Ne;v a carniage is a very imice
tlîimg te, have, and cvery fanmer wvho is
iii goe(l circunstances shouhd ha' 3~ oe,
but lie lad botter do without a carniage
for a ycar or twe than assume umîneces-
,,ary ijbligatiomi: upîm Ltme strengthm o! a1

next liarvest rnay show very poor ro-
turns.

AIl around, wvith coinnercial mon as
big,, crop the next, larv'est. Possibly the
wvell as witm fainmors, there lias aIlvays
beeri a disposition sliown in tiii.-; country
te di>count the future too liberally. Peo-
ple ]lave cernle te this country full of
hope and enthusiasîn, amui they havé
overlooked the possibility of adverse cir-
cuinstances iirisiflg hiere trio saine as iiý
otîter places. There lias been too miuch
of time disposition showmi to- regar(l good
crops as a certainty, and the result lias
been figured out iii much the sanie way
that the rnilkinaid reckoned up lier chick-
ens. Business nien have overloacled theni-
selves witli stocks of goods, wvhile the
frmers have been going into debt too
freely for iniplemne, carrnages, etc.
The commercial history of Manitoba tells
inany a story. o! over-enthusiasin and
over-conficlence, thus opening the way to
disaster.

In the case of the fariner who goes toc,
deeply into debt, the country inerchant
is usually the one to sufli3r the most
.-everely Llierefroni. Farmers very oftcn
(Io not deal as genevous1y 'vith the meor-
chant who lias furnished theni wvith the
neccessities of life, as they should. Thmey
wvill allowv their accounts to, rua on, with-
eut ,interest, for long periods of time,
while paying out moncy sometinies for
some of the uniîecessary articles pre-
viously noted. In this way the evil of
overreachimig on the part of the farmer
is vieited upon the retail mercliant, and
throughi the latter Le the wholesale trade,
until it is feit througmout the entire
conînunity. Heme thon is a great point
to be borne in mind by ail conditions of
mon. Wlmen extravagance or the un-
necessary assunîption of financial obliga-
tions is liable to lead to, tlîe inconvenience
of or cause loss to otheriz, the grcatest cau-
tion should be used. Under such cir-
cunistances care should be taken to rive
wvitlîin present ians, and not rely too
much. upon the belif that everything vwil
turni out ail iglit in the future.

THE BEHRING SEA NATTER.
Thisdisagreeablequestion hasagain been

fanned into flanze by the seizure o! a
Canadian schooner 'vhilo cngaged in
taking seal in Behring sea. rDie iews
reaclied Victoria recently o! Ltme seizure
of the B3ritish Columbia. si-hooner B3lack
Diamond by a United State-s cutter.
Victoria i8 largely interested in tlîe seal-


