
THE COMMERCIAL.

Telegrap l onopoly.
By tho consolidation ot tho Americani Tale.

graph Companios two ycars ago, the wvhole talc.
grnph system of tho continent was pIacat undier
tho control of Jay Gould, and reont, disclosures
have gone to provo that cablegmuts to Europe
niay bo, and no doubt ame subjeot te the scrutiny
ot the Stock-King and bis associates. It Booms
that in confection with telegranus fromn Englaud
to the East, the people of that country arc in no
botter position. The Central News Company
claim, that the Eastern Talograph Company
made use of their messages £ roui Egypt during
the late canipaign, and violated their privilages
ms a telegrapli company. Thay have thecir proots
se clear that thoy are goiltg te test in a law
court the riglbt of tho tclegraph company to thus
manipulate the messages ef other parties. The
Chairman of tho E astorn Telegrapl Comnpany is
Mfr. John Peuder, tho saine wlio eut sch n
unenviable figure lu conuection witb the Totucss
election soma seventeen yoars aoe, wbvien that
town was distranchised for the brihery and other
crookedness carried on therein. Perhiaps bis
counction with the EsternTelegrapi Company
will bring hini as much notoriety and as little
cedit. Evidently hie la somewhat ot an Euiglish
telegraph king, and that bis monopoly ùa keenly
felt May ho judgea frein the followisig extract
from Truth :-" The entire history et the Enast-
cru and *Atlantic cablo companies la a record ot
the Mnost asteunding and rccklessfinancicring on
record. Both of thesa companies are entircly
under the controi of tite Globe Trust, which lias
Pender at its head. 1 arn happy te learu that
Mr. James Gordon Bennett, of the New York
Herald, has dccided te lay two cables across the
Atlantic, and that probably thoy wvill bc in
working order before. thea end of naxt suranier,
as ho refuses te bo any longer nt tho Mercy et
the cable ring, with Pender at its hcad in Eu-
rope, and Jay Gould lu America. Pender bias
nianaged te crush eut or bny up ail the Atlantic
cable companies that sought te compete 'with
bis ring np te now, but lu Mfr. Bennett I think
the ring will find a gentleman nlot easily cruslbed
and fully determined nlot te ha bought up."

~Advanced Frelght Charges.
lI any country, whore freight lias te pass over

several iudopondent, Elfféent, lines ot railway
thora will nccessariiy bc a great; auxourt of
trouble and misunderstaxidiug about rates, de.
lays and se forth, and tbe city of Winnipeg ià
no exception te this r-ie. Iutlced, consigucs
hore ara apt te thiuk that tlheir annoyances in
this respect are gi mater than thora is any neces-
*i'y for,. The overcharges and other mnistakes
ef thrcc or four diffemeut linos bctwccen this and
tho at have ail te bo enforccd by the C.P.R.
officers, and the consiguc lias no receurse ex-
ccpt by the slow and intricate uîetbod of txaciug
back. over thea diffengnt lincs of transit. It
would bc unreasonabl, t expcct that the Cana-
dian Pacifie Eailway should keep iip a regular
systemn of trading the irregularities; et other
linos, auci inidecd tliere isla ouiopany on tbe
Aîncrlcan, contitnent, se far ns vm are aware,
whllilh =uLes any attcmpt te keep up "uch a
Vystetn. Durlng thc past thr= nionths savez-ail

et tbic unes botwvcn Ontario and Chicago, and
betwvecu Chicago anil St. Paul, hava adopted
a systeutet mailiuig r postal card te the con-
signie in Manitoba, notityiug of the transfer
andI tbe advanco charges, as well as thoso mode
by thecinselves. This bias bielpeul niattera mate-
rially, but it does net by any ineans fil! the bill
completely. Tha consignec bias te reter te an
arm.ny of postal cardaB te discover the wvberc-
abouta ot any overchorge, anI ns aIl linos bo
tween titis anti tha euat hlave not adopted thîe
systeni, lho is liable te discover a missing liuk
exnctly wbere it is znost waiited. Theso postal
cards (Io uot always roc Manitoba troum distant
points lu safety, and iii reasonoble tinte, and a
sectional systein hike this must ho complote te
ho of any material value.

Thora is but anc îvay et getting thorougbly
over this difficulty, and that is by a freiglit bill
carrying on its face the separate charges of every
road it lias passed ever, and te obtain this con-
siderable trouble iii naking new arrangements
would tal1 te tbe lot of the Canadiani Pacifie R.
R. officiais, but once completed tha system,
woul(l save themn an enornieus amounit of trouble
anI annoyanco for aIl time te couic. Consignecs
could thon apply diretly te the officiais of tha
road by wvhicb amy overcharge was made, with-
eut annoyiug C.P.R. officiais with their enqui-
riles. The initiative in socuriug tbis desirable
change must be takcon by the C.P.P. if it la ever
te ho put in force, and as they have more or lass
ef a lever on fecding linos tromn the south, they
are in the position te put on a little pressure if
uccessary. Titereis agreat, and we migit sa,
unnecesat-. cry of monopoly againsttbe C. P.R.,
and this is one ot the cases in which a monopoly
can be used for the beitefit et the peopleofe
Manitoba. The change would benefit the mer-
cantile and manutactîîring classes et Manitoba
more thon any other, ani te these classes the
C.P.R. must look for the bulk of its earrying
business for soute ycars te coule. Thora may ba
Boule trouble li seurlug it at fit-st, but it would
eventually bc more for the benefit et C.P.R.
officiaIs than even consigees lu the North-west.

Tie t-ceont diacoveries in Bluffalo et a ivoîl or
gonized systanm et smuggling et goods from Ca-
nada inte thie United States once morc, opeus Up
the question et how te entorce goncrol respect
et tartT legislation lu the latter country. As
-%as he case li rnny oCher piccos e! detected
smuggling, the pr.rties engaged therein could lu
some instances bo ntnked as thorougbly respec-
table, and the odium in thecir caise secoms tearise
not so much troim bein& cngagcd lu srnuggling
operatieus as Ironi being detccted in them. It
is a very hard matter now.a-days te got peoplo
to look upon srnugghing as a crime, and paities
who get inte, trouble by Ilicir connection there-
wlth are lookcd upon hy many more lu the liglt
of unfortunates. It la oniy a f ew yeara since
one!o te leading, if not the Icadiug, dry goods
house et New York gel tripped up lu their aI-
tcmpts te ovado payrncnt et duties pu certain
geods, and long atterwards the manner-ot set-
t1ing the dlfficulty b>etween the lieuse am4.Ihe
custeuts, w.a8 made public lu au indirect and
<loubtlçu uniptelitional way ; andi the action

ronde nitlt an ox-New York sanator and tho
New York Cemptreller et Custma, alhowed,
that tIhe offenceof etmuggiing was, neve- inainu.
ated, but that the wholo matter was treated* as
a sort ef pardouable irrogularlty.

Thea snugglcr et tho days of our grandtathora,
vho diffcred enîy fremi the piratu inxot. being&

s0 reekîa et lite, lias passed away, and la new
replaccd hy the wealthy and influential imn.
porter, whio does net indulge i the rather 4an.
garons pastime ef «IRunning the cutter," but lu
the spirit et ahl modern inmprevamcunts works bis
business upon a cem bination principle, thiew"Mt
results et which ca% ouly ho the payment et
certain mzîoucy penalties in casa et dotection.

Iu the Unîited States tarifse have heen put in
terce durlug the la8t twenty years, x-ogarding
mauy et wlticlt il was impossible te secure the
respect efthe peoplo genorally, and the ontorce.
ment et sncb by a 8pevere penai code weuld bo
telly unpardonable. Micro is but eue way et
rcchîcing smuggling, aud that is by holding te a
systemn ot tarils la kooping 'with the actuai
wants et a c-ntry, aud net coled te theoreto
et auy clique t teanufactxrerseorothers desiring
a inonopoly. The law8- would thon have the m-.
speet et aIl wcII-meaning citizens, and srnug-
gling would again become the calling et the
desperado, instead et the study of the importer.

Fire Insurance In the UJnited. States.
This histery lias yat te ho writteuî; but we.

wiii cit*e a tem~ tacts kmewxt te survivors. The*
great; fire et 1835 in New York destroycd nine.
teen cempanies a.nd ncarly $29,000,000 et in-
surauce capital. Ton ycors atter in 1845, in
the samne city another fire wiped eut upwards
Of -84,000 capital. in lte 'twenty sabse-
quent ycars, nev berne companies, with many
tram abroad, ontot-ed inte active cempetition,
eccasionaliy dz-awn toether tbrough the effeets
et the Albany fire lu 184, the St. Louis fit-e lu
1849, the San Franciaco fit-es et 1850 aud 1651,
The Troy and ether lesser conflagrations; se
that at lthe close et 1805 forty-six eut et 145
companies, deing business lu tbe State et New
York, reported an impairntcnt of $1,313,602 and
the res-alts are well sion by President Beald
in bis aniual address hetore the National Board
et Fire Uudorwritz-s, May 1882. President
Heald presented in iii*tl~stial vigorous -stylc a
statistical revicw et twenty-Iwo years busi-
ness from which we make frequent extracts
herein.

The business at this thue-1865.-had ho.
comle thoreuglbly demo-aizc'1; competition was
excessive, and the laseés and expenses hadecaten
Up 2)9 3-4 pet- cent, of the suin total ef, premi-
utm rece-ipts; 1866 gave carly lud2cations o! 'Ihe!
eut-couic et a year whosc loases and 1 czi
tooted up 104 10-100 on its entire premitfmYie-
ceipt.% Under stîcl conditions lte prelimmnary
mneasut-es wet-c talion in June 1866 for 31~ r
gamization o! lthe National Board whKcl iis'
tully accomplishcd ln the following., pionîli,
after tîto Portland fit-e had ernpeslzd by.î. boss
et 810,000,000 and wiping away th-oc !and a
haIt million et insurance capital. 'Un 4r the
ensEt-vati7ve ceinduet of thea business, tlie ratio ~

ot lasses te premiernms fell tram 58 51-10o pur
cent. ia the six yeaa-I186to 1865 inclusive-
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