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T BIG GOLD OPTION DEAL.
PO-Pers Brought Down to the Legisiature.

lESOUTII AFRICAN IDEVLI-0'MENT (:)" RFN-

PRE-SENTATILVES. M,\EMýORAýNDA. WVIIICII ON-

TARIO NIINING NILN SHOULID PRESERVE.

GTHE conditions upon whicb the Ontario
Overn-nieît bias granited an extensive min-

IQg concession in the Rainy River countrv to
COL* Engledue of Bvfleet, 1Surrev, E~ad

aQhis'associates, Messrs. James Reicd and
J. K, Kerr, of Toronto, were oliciallv dis-

fi close' on1 the 1ýth iîîst. xvbien Lieut. Col.
1J~I Q' 5 io, the Commiissioner of Crovvn Laînds,

liOntbe table of the Legislature a partial
returil of tbe papers. Ini doing so the Min-
'%tr stated that lie desired before the return

'i S absoluîtely comipleted anîd for-mallv present-
edt oban?' copies of all the corresp~ondence

Mient, correspondence goin- as far back as

july last.
The following, is the copy of the orcler ini

COUQcil wvbicb vvas approved by Col. Sir
SCasimi Gzowvski on February i 9 tb, 1897 -

'Upon consideration of tbe mnemorandumi
e Of Mr. Aubrev XVbite, Assistant Commis-

ý 5 Oner of Crown%'i Lands, and MIr. Archibald
1~ ~lUeDirector of the Bureau of Mines, dated

Is D)ecemnber, 1896, and of the report of tbe
0 .the Commiissioner of Crowvn Lands,

Rtd7tb Januarv, 1897", the Comimittee of
COUncil aclvise that upon a cleposit of $20,-
%0 being made to the credit of tbe Commis-

Stofler by wav of security and subject to the
ed ind conditions expressed and contain-
j Qtbe said mnemorandumn a license of

tIait be granted to Col. Engledue of
Yfleet, Surrev, England, and bis associates,
Verilig tbe locations iin the district of Rainy
iVer set forthi ini the scbedules hierewith

ýn1exed and designated respectively asblock
Aand block B.I' "

MINISTER'S REcOMWMEN DATION.

eThen follows tbe letter of the Conmmission-

C.0f Crowvn Lands to tbe Lient. -Governor in
""Ucil recommendinr the issue of a license

,Ot OeCuPatioîn to tbe svn"idicalte-

T Toronlto, JanuarY 7th, 1897-
he' undersigned bias biad under consid-

h!*iof tbe application of Col. Engledue and
tasSociaites for a license of occupation of

W0 locations in tbe Rainy River district for
tlitl1npirpoe i usac ftetri

ej ete addressed to the sniaerepres-
eflted by Col. Eng-leclue, b eaing date the 3 rd
day Of December 2rýlast. A memnorandumi on
the SUbject of the policy of mnaking a special
arranemen sncb as is proposed by Messrs.

cibreY White, Assistant Commrissioner of
Iov ands, and Arcbibald Blue, DirectorOf0 the B3ureau of Minîes, is attachied biereto

dr't -sets fortb tbe advantages xvbicb inav be
COMrie froîn tbe proposed concession to this
b Paned and deals with objections tbat mnay

T rged thereto.
5heundersigned concurs in tbe conclu-

QSi arrived at bv the Assistant Commis-
d nL er and tbe Director of tbe Bureau, and

'esPectfully recommends tbat upon a deposit

Of $20,000 being mnade to tbe credit of tbe
Comniiissioner of (.roxvn Landîs by a of
securitv acco rdîig, to tbe ternis suggested in
thie aunexed ineniorandurn, a license of occu-
pation be granited to Col. Engledue and bis
associates, coverin.- the locations set forth
in the scliedules hiereunito annexed, designat-
ed respectively as scbiedule "'A" and schedule

13''
(Sig<ned) J. MI. (IBSON,

Comnissioner of Croxvn Lands.

D)ESCRIPT[ION OFIîE POE1V

'Fie locations are described in these
Nvords -

l3lock ' ' .V''Coinienicingo on the norther-
lv shore of Porter Inilet (Red Gut Bay of
Rainv Lake), D)istrict of lZainv R'.i\ver and
Province of Ontario, at a point wvbere tbe
said nortberl\v shore of Porter Itulet meets
the lands kov as Itndian Reserve, 26 B3,
tbence follo\ving the easterlv limiit of said i n-
dian Reserve to the northeast angle of sncb
rescrve ; thence westerly to tbe lune known
as Niven's sixth mieridian, ruîî in 1894;
thence nortberlv olovn the said sixtb
nieridian to tbe northerly sbore of Crow
Rock BaV ;tbence on a course due east to
the easterlv shore of Otuk~îamrdan Lake;
thence following the easterlv and northerly
sbores of Ot ukamnamdan LaR-e to a point due
nortb of the bead waters of Spawn I nlet
tbence to the bead waters of Spawvn I nlet
thence along the middle of the said biead
waters and of Spaxvn7i Inlet to RedCI i Lt Bay
tbence soutbeasterly and \vesterlv along tbe
westerlv an d nortberlv sbore of Red Gut
B3ay to Por-ter Inlet, and tbence following
al ong tbe easterly and nortberly sbores of
Porter I nlet to tbte place of beginning, to-
getber with aIl islands, islets, and reefis and
land covered by \vater along tbe sbores of
the said above described parcel of land situ-
ate and witbin tbree hundrecl feet from tbe
shore line of the above parcel or block of
land.

Block '' B "-Commiienicinig on Carl Bay
(Sboal Lake), west of tbe Lake *of the
Woods, IDistrict of Rainv River, Province of
Ontario, at a point wvhere Deadmnan Portage
meets the waters of Carl Bav aforesaid, to
tbe waters of Portage Bay of the Lake of
the Woods, thence following the waters'
edge along tbe esterly and southerly
edge of Portag,,e Bay and along tbe edge of
the waters of (Juter BaN, and otber waters of
tbe Lake of tbe \Voods and Monument Bay
to tbe soutbwesterly extremnity of tbe bead of
Monument Bay ; tbence in a northwesterly
direction to Shoal Lake to a point mîvbere
tbe g 5 tb line of longitude intersects tbe
soutbeasterly shore of Sboal Lake aforesaid;
thence nortbieasterlv following tbe edge of
the waters of Shoal Lake along tbe soutb-
easterly sbore of Shioal Lake to the place of
beginning, together witb A islands, islets
and reefs and land coveredl witb xater along
the sbores of the said above described par-
cel of landl situate and witbin three bundred
feet fro-ni tbe said shore line, saving and ex-
cepting therefromIn uidian Reserve, 31 B,
soutb of Portage Bay, mining locations 1)
128, 1) 157 0on Onter Bav, 1) 1,56 on nortb
end of' Cochrane Island , islands 186 P and

187 P On Shoal Lake, also a proposed min-
ing location applied for soutb of Outer Bay
(1, 18,-33-5, 1896), andi one at the foot of the
hay- east of Pine Island on Shoal Lake.

AN OFFICIAL OPINION.

The policy of granting the application of
Col. Engledue and bis associates is discussed
by MNessrs. WVhite and Blue in the following
memiorandumi for tbe guidance of the Com-
niîssioner---

The undersigned have the bonor to report
as follows tupon tbe application of Col. Eng-
ledue, of Bvfleet, Surrev, England, and bis
associates. 'Fle proposition is that Col.
Engledue and bis associates shaîl form ila
companv xith the ohject of entering; upon
vaîcant and uinclaimied lands of the Crownv in
the district of Rainv River to explore and
determirie their inieraI xvalue, witb a rigbt
to purchase or lease sncb areas of tbese
lands as miav bc found valuable, and to de-
velop or dispose of themi to companies or ini-
dividuals wvho desire to invest in mining pro-
perties.

Lt lbas been pointed out in support of tbis
proposal that to induce substantial invest-
ment in snch an enterprise tbe vork sbould
be on a considerable scale, and tbat a rea-
sonable time sbould cl bgoven to make sncb
a close exploration as is intended. As to tbe
areas applied for, Col. Engledue asks tbat
two locations Of 23,000 acres eacb sbould be
set apart for tbis object, to bc selected ini
sncbi regions not bitberto explored as may
be approved by the Departmlent of Crown
Lands, and tbat control by tbe applicants
should extend, if necessarytfor a period of
tbree vears. Witb respect'to tbe merits of
the proposal, tbe undersigned beg leave to say
tbat xvhile it is a novel one and not, perbaps,
conterniplated by existing regulations, yet,
under dil tbe circumstances, it is worthiv the
favorable consideration of the Governiment.
In the first place, it is most desirable that
the auriferous wealth of lands in tbe Rainy
River district and of tbe other parts of the
Province sbould be determined accurately
and beyond cloubt. As you are aware, it bas
been a inatter of criticism tbat neitber the
work of tbe Geological Survey of Canada
nor of the Provincial surveys is a sufficiently
close and tborougb basis to determine tbe
existence of mineraIs in tbe xvaste landîs of
tbe Crowvn in tbe Province. The Govern-
ments bave been called upon fromi time to
time to make an exbaustive exploration of
different localities, and it bas even been sug-
gested that the Government of Ontario
should open up and operate mines in order
to demonstrate the minerai wealth of tbe
Province and as anl object lesson to encour-
age investors. The departmient bias to somne
extent bv tbe purchase of a diamond drill
provided tbe means for a close examination,
and altbough this dlrill is at tbe disposai, of
parties who may require its services to ex-
plore tbeir lands, upon very liberal terris, it
bas niot been taken advantage of to any large
extent. But bere is a company proposing
to do at its own expense, in a thorough mani-
ner upon limited areas, wvhat tbe (iovern-
ment bas been urged to do on a large scale,
and agreeing to purcbase at tbe full ordinarv
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