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MAKING LUMBER IN JAPAN.
A writcr froni japan says: Luniber is Worth

about twvice as nmuchi iu japati as it ks in the
United States andi Canada. Commnon Jumiber,
Wvich kS SOld for $10 and $12 a 1,000 feet, Wvill
bring 4c, yen. titat ks, $2o gold-iîî japan.
'1'his is due t0 thie scarcity of timiber and the
grcat labor required to wvork it up b>' their
primiitive processes. They lhave beeni cutting
tinuber of]* thueir tmouta1lin lJapami for 2,500
ycars, anîd althougli the forcsts have been repro-
(luccd a4ain and again during tîtat period, it, i
(llicuit and expensive to, get logs down froili the
nlouintain sides ii te absence of thte nece.,sary
facillUies. The japs usually go itîto the Woods
amtd cut 011e log at a1 tinte, NvIliclî the>' Iaul out

b>' land or b>' oxenl for nîany miles. Wlteni
streamls arc convenictît they use thteni ; but they
have nlo sav ilils in the mnountainis, altîtougli
titere ks au abundance of wvatcî power ever>'-
wlicre. 1 understand, continues thte writer, lie>
Ilave tricd tlîc,î, bult lhave not been succcssful.
Tlîey cut ail tîteir lunîiber b>' lîand witlt a wvide
and thin saw during a. tunie of the ycar wvhen
tite> have îîotltiîg cisc 10, do, and cadi mail tîtat
is engagcd iii business that requires luitîber
uisuahi>' buys luis own Iogs and cuts thcnî up
linîiself at ocid times. WVonten and nîcn botli
work at it. Oune nian or ivoran ivill %vork on
thte top of the log wvhile anotlîer %vorks unîcer-
neatît, but usuially îlot witlh thîe saine sawv. 1
Ilave seen four or five ciie wvorkung on the sanie
log, ecdi sawing off Iiis own board. Tlîey raise

thîe log aI anl incline Of 45*, wvithl 0on end on1 the
grotind and a rest about the iniddlc, and %%,lin
thte wvork is down'î to the rest the>' tic it up anîd
begini at the otlhcr end again. Ai the luniber is
drcsscd b' liand. 1 hiave fâtund but onie planing
miii in the country ; that is in Yokohtama. It
eniploys about i jo hiands and, curiouis> cnoughi,
its entire produet is inade illin boxes and sbipped
to India. It does nto business it thxe local niar-
ket. The inacliniery is ai froin Boston. rThe
manager tells nie that thîe conipan>' is thinking
of cnllarging thte plant by adding a sash factory
and inachiitter> for miaking blinds and doors, also
for the India mîarket. 1 do siot kiiov wvhy they
do not sel] teir goods iii the local market, but 1
presuwe there is a good rensosi for it; perhaps
thîey:gt better prices for it iii India.
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