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THE MARITIME PATRON,

AND ORGAN OF THE
Racitime Drobincial Grange—Futrons of Fusbandry.

*In Bweentials Unity—In Noun.onsentials Liborty— In All Things Charity.”

A1l communications intended for this column should be sent to the editor of the
Maritime 'atron, EDwIN S, CreED, M, D., Newport.]

The regular annual session of the Exocutive Committeo of the Maritime
Provincinl Grango will be held at Truro, on Wednesday, 22nd inst , com-
mencing at 9 o'clock, aan.  Anangoments will be mado for freo return
tickets on the Intorcolonial Railway for Putrons attending the Session.

Wo recontly visited tho home and farm of a worthy Brothor and Sister
Patron, the boys and girls of whose family, who aro old enough, are aleo Pat-
rons, and i whosao houso the regular mcotin%s of the Grange to which they
beloug are held. It need scarcoly be said that they are all good Putrons ;
that thoy uppreciato the trus objects of the Order ; and are caruest, zealous,
and oven enthusiastic with reforouco to the Order and its objects. Nor need
it be said that this is a woll-ordored family —this is & matter of courso, and
is included in the assuranco that thoe farm, a large one of threo hundred
acros, including a fine lot of dyke, is well ordored. Theo cldest sov ronts
from his fatheran adjoining farm, which he is stocking as he is able. Tho
homs comforts which ho is accumalating prove that hie is proparing a nest for
his future mate and co-worker. It is the principle with the father to bo boss
of his own farm, but not in any way or degreo to interfero with tho boys in
the managoment of their speculations or undertakings. Inthe morning the
boys came, alert and cheerful, for the orders of tho duy. A field of potatoes
was showing signs of diseaso—it must Lo dug and fed to tho stock. Tho
eldest son was directed to cross plow a pieco of stubble land—* plow deep
is the motto of the Pation;” and in roply to our inquirics, the father
explained that ho belisved in plowing a little deoper each succeeding rota-
tion.

Wo invito discussion of this “ motto of the Patron,” without expressing
uny opinion at presont as to its applicability or wisdom. Thero must be a
litnit to deop ploughing. Many farmers nover cultivate more than four
inches of tho surfuce eoil, and do not think ik wise to cuncourage roots to
go deepor.  Other farmers cannot get tho plow down deop enough and
break up tho subsoil besides. Other farmers again 3y it doponds npon cir-
cumstances and conditions of crops, soil and situation how desp the plow
should go, and whether tho subsoil should be broken up. The columns of
Tue CRitic are open t0 farmers for the discussion of this and all profes-
sional subjects. -

The family of which e have been speaking—a model family in many
respects—model in the sense of being worthy of imitation by other familios
in the ways mentioned, but being human, not perfect—is also worthy of
jwitation in that it is a loyal and patriotic family. Two suns and s dsugh-
ter aro “in tho States,” but thore is no danger that thoy will become
« white-washed Yankoes,® for they have beon taught to love their native
lund ; to vegard it as the best of all lands ; our government as tho bost of all
forms vf government ; our federal association as Joyal British Colonics, as
beivg not only politically end commiorcially desirable, but actually essontial ;
and a closer federal union of all British Colonics around and with the
mother land, as a consummation dear to the heart of evory loyal British
subject, as it is necossazy to the hest interests of the Empiro. Wo have used
tho slang expression. ** white-washed Yankees,” not on account of its elo-
gance or expressiveness—it is as far as possible from being cither—but

because it is univetsally ewpioyed and understood as being deseriptivo of
rencgado Canadians, who have forsworn the land, the allegiance, the patriot-
iem, and tho loyalty of their fathers. Tho poople of the republic of the
United States of America, bo it said to their praise and honor, never for-
sako their allegiance ; and to their patriotisin and loyalty is largely duo their
prosperity.

Among the many subjects that should bo discuszod in our Granges, fow,
if any, aro botter worthy of carcful consideration than that of tho uso of
commercial fertilizers, which term, wo understand to include fertilizurs that
aro ot of homo production. Wo overy year uso moio or loss superphos-
phate with barnyard mapure. Last autuinn, wo had about an acro of wea-
dow plowed up that had been yiclding not moro than half a ton of hay to
tho acre. This spring, it was very lightly top drossed with barn manuro,
which was hartowed in by a wheel harrow, or cultivator harraw, invented
and made by Mr. Oliver Dodge, of Upper Newport, and about 450 lbs. of
Neily's superphosphate was sown in furrows. Tho potatoce grown upon this
land aro large, and a large yicld, free from diseaso as yet, and of unusually

. good quality. The beaws are a luxuriant crop, and of good quality ; as are
also a row or two of dwarf poeas, That this suporphosphato was a profitably
invostmert there can be no mauvner of doubt. That farmers gonemlly
Lelievo tho purchase of suporphosphate to be a profitable investmont is
proved by the enormous quantity that is annually purchased ; but whether
it would not be better ccunotny to purchase feed and make more manure, or
to use bone ground fine with plaster, instead of superphosphate, remain
open questions.  Certaiu it is, that it is folly for any farmer-to allow half at
least of his manure to go to waste, and supply tho deficiency by purchasing
commercial fertilizers. Theso aro matters concorning which wo invito dis-
cussion in onr Granges, and in the columns of this paper. In quoting our
own cxperience, wo have used tho word * about " in a very inaccurato way,
which wo canuot recommend to othors. I’recision and accuracy arc cssential

Tho fonces on n farm cost moro thun tho farm itsolf is worth. The
principle upon which fonce laws should he mado, is that overy man shoulg
tuko care of his own stock, and that no man should bo oxpocted ‘to proteg
his field from another man's cattle. Tho offect of just fenco laws would e
to save an immenso amount of fencivg matorial, capital, and labor, for railly
profitable uees; to induce farmers to provide enclosed pasture for thgy
stock, which would save woar and tear on cattlo in driving, and woar apg
tear and time of farm hands also; to provide better pasture, and thy
really wiso farmors would bo led to adopt tho soiling nystom, or some myd.
fication of that systom.

THE COAL INDUSTRY.
To the Editor of the Critic im

Sir,—1It is very soldom I tako tho troublo to notice attacks mado upoy
mysolf or my scntiments by nowspapers.  ‘The remarke, however, mado 1n
the Miuning Notes of your last number, in regird to my rocent articlo i the
Week,aro so unfair and misleading, that T must do wyself the justico of
disabusiug tho minds ef your readers of the ontirely crromouus and
unfounded impressions sought to he created. .

‘Tho only inference to be drawn from your obscrvations is, that I hay
complained of the present coal duty,and desired to rouse the pooplo of
Oatario to ruin one of our mos} thriving industries. Tho nost superfical
reading of the articlo in question would demonstrate that no such idea wa
presented. I was spoaking of the real difficulties of the present Confeden.
tion, and pointed out that nature and geography wero against any and all
attempls to foster trade betwevn Nova Scotis and tho Upper Provinces. |
claimed that the natural market for the leading products of Nova Scota was
the Now England States, and to illustrate this idea, I pointed out that i
wae not the interest of our people to buy their flour from Ontario, noither
was it tho interest of Ontario to buy our coal. Tho result of the exstng
systom ig, that a large flour tax is paid by the peopio of the Maritime Pro.
vinees, and even that portion of our flour which is brought from Ontario 1
obtained at a disadvantage, inasmuch as it is paid for in cash, and not in
kind. Equally striking is the effoct of the coal duty. Tho pecple of
Ontario aro compelled to pay a heavy tax upon coal, and yet they scarcely
buy sny from Nova Scotia. ’ : )
Is it not plain, thercfore, that in the natural coumso of trade, Ontano
would buy her coal from Pennsylvaniat The proof of it is found mn th
fact, that with an advorse duty of aixt¥ cents per fon, the poople of Ontany
practically import all their coal from Penuaylvania, while Nova Scotia coal,
with the advantage of & protective duty of sixty cents, has been unable,
after seven years, to gain any foothold in the markets of Ontario.

I yield tomo one in a sincerc and carnest desire to promoate tho ol
industry of Nova Scotia, and I am ready to support that policy which will
best secure its permancnt prosperity. I am not convinced that trying t
force a markot in defiance of natural laws in tho Upper Provinces is tho bes
means of obtaining this end. I take tho full responsibility of saying tha
the Nova Scotia coal industry must ultimately find its success in supplyiez
tho markets of the New England States, or olse it is doomed nover to suc-
coed. DPerhaps tho United States will never concede us n freo markel, i,
which caso wo must bo content to accept tho existing condition of thing;
but this does not say that it is wise or satisfactory.

I am not unaware that many gentlernon prominently engaged in the cul
industry aro uzder the nmpression, that even with freo access to Americw
markets, our coal could not find a market in the Now England citics. They
point out that the Pennsylvania mines are sending voal to both Boston and
Portland at prices which preclude successful competition. DBut after inves’
gating tho maiter somewhat, I am induced to beliove that tho preset
condition of the coal trade in the States is abnormal, aud cannot last. T
coal mines of Pennsylvania are largely in tho hands of Railway Companis,
and tho present oxceptiobat competition in carrying over the various lis
has reduced prices below the natural and proper limit. This much is clez.
Thero aro fully twelve millions of peoplo in North America lying north
the Ponnsylvania coal ficlds ; and if Nova Scotia cosl wines cannot g3
share of tho trado with evon chances, then wo must conclude that ourcxl
winioyg industry is a failure,

1 cannot admit that there has been anything likea satisfactory ¢ revinl®
of our coal mining industry as a result of the coal duty. Itis truo "n
are producing moro than bofore tho duty was imposed, but tho present w
put is but trifling, and scarcely a mine is making oven fair profits. Th
output is, I beliove, about one and a quarler millions of tons. Inorde
that there should bo anything liko satiafactory activily in coal mining, the
should be an output ot at least five millions a yoar. Coal mining propelr
is to-day at tho very minimum of value, and there has got to ho a * boea'
before tho mouoy already invested can be realized. Wo shall nover hin
this * boom ” by the agency of the markets of the Upper Provinces—pes
in this world. )

It must not be assumed that thoso who hold sentiments such as Ik
cxpressed are in any genso hostile to tho ceal indusiry. Quite tho rosen
It is because wo aro tired of tho prosent most unsatisfactory and unpros
ing condition of alfairs that wo scck a chango in the systom. What mes
any patriotic Nova Scolian can have in wishing to injure ono of the
vitally important industrics of this Provinco, I am at a loss to understand

I trust I have mado my mcaning cloear ~n this point, and that you
aen the justico and propricty of withdrawing imputations which aro enlis
unwarranted and grossly unfair. .

N
——

in conducting experiwents and in reporting rosults.

J. W. Loxotsr,
11alifax, Septombeor Gth, 1586.




