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SCHOOL DRILL

Tho tollowing extract from a pamphlet by
Edwin Chadwick, C. B, on “The Bxpediency
of tho General Introduction o Military Drill
and Naval Exercire in the School Stages,” will
be read with Interest; and if tho suggeations
therein contaned, modified to suit this country,
should Lo generally adopted, they could not fail
to bo productive of the very best results .

Tho fprinciple of the chiet measure whal 1
have to propose is an old one, involved in the
old practico of the kingdom, whon cvery local
community, every parish as well as burgh, was
roquired to uxerdisc the whole mnle population,
VLeginning with the vory young, in military ox-
orciscs, and the then use of tho bow. I pro-
pose to change the commencement of military
exercises from the adult to the juvenile, or to
tho varlicst of the schiool stages, and to provide
that in all the clementary schools throughout
tho kingdom aided by the State, the boye shall
bo trained in the military cxercises and appro-
priate gymmnastics. 1 may support this proposi-
tion by the cvidenco of tho results obtained
by long and practical experience in elementary
schools in ditferont in parta of tho country, and
the testimony of intelligent non-commiszioned
officers who have been engaged in training re-
cruits, Theso oflicors all agree that the earlier
they begin this training the better thoy suc-
ceed ; that they do in infancy what is difficult
to do at s moro advanced age, and what they
cannot do at all with many men in tho adult
stages. In the infantile or school stage, wo
havy, as material, to bend the tender twig; in
the juvenilo stage, we have to straighten the
crogked stick ; and, in the adult age, wv have
o™ an: to reform the gnarled vak. The cpen-air
exercises of the drill-master, when pioperly
snsnaged, are Ercatly preferred by boys ‘o the
desk-work of tho schoolmaster.

In tho district schools or orphan asylums,
where it has been appliecd—ard I more particu-
larly allude to onec institution where the mili-
tary and naval drill bave been long combined
with great advantage—and where they were
left to themselves to choose their occupations,
full sjxty per cent. volunteer for the royal gef-
vice; abaut.ono half of the sixty per cent, for
the: army, and one half for the navy. Itis
common for the trained lad, when he joins the
army, to be asked by the non-commissicned
officers, who observe his ready moyement,
. from what regiment he has come?” and whdn
ho -says from no regiment at all, to he told
bluntly that he is lying, and that he must have
deseried , it not being in the corporal’s concep-
ton that such gpod drilt can have been acquirfd
gxcept in & regiment.

. . As, to, the expensc of such species of dritl,
. theggyices.of one. drill:master, that 03 pelss
alonor, usually are found to suffice fo. 500 boys.
1t tokep about three months fo finislh .4, lo.di:ﬁ?
well,in the, rudimentary military drill, at a mte
«©fa penny & week, or a shilling per head for
threo. months' training required for the military
. sdrill,- 34, would,. however, be worth, while,to

jmprovs, hese exercisea by introducing spedjal
gymuaatics.; but as the military drill is ot pres-
93{,:@&;:;&&, it may be stated that about Aty
Jeds may bo got well through the militaty ddll
in-the jnyenile stage, at the expense of keeping
png.drilling one recruit from the ploughtail in
the adult age. If, thercfore, by the general
adoption of tho system, the result was only to
get two volunteers out of cach huodred so drill-
ed in tho infantile stage, or if the time of train-
ing several militinmen be saved hereafter in

the. adult stsge, the public, would bo repaid )i

hereafter, By the measure I propose, the dis-
couragement to volunteuxing constituted by
the drill, svhich is ackmowledged to he véry
sgrious by its irksomoness,.and. the ridicnle at-
tachedto awkwardness, isremoved. By remov-
tng the drill to the infantile stage, a_powerful
encouragement. is given. The lad, when ho
hag arrived at tho timo to make his choico of

Tan orcu;lmtéon. has the tewptation of a serviee
for which hio 1s already in a great measure pro-
paced,  On the civil sido e has the discourage-
ment of having to undergo o training for some
wndicraft, or a poriod of appronticeship, aund,
on the other, the enconmgement of a service
for which he belicves himaelf to’be quite ready.
The practicnl result 1s, as miglit be expected,
| that the majority fn well-trined schools do
voluntecr for the military or naval sorvice.
l Oonxidering these conditions, we niay bo quite
{ &ure of tho result of the expenditure in the in.
; fantile atage, fn a highly romunorative and ex-
tunsivo amount of voluntecring.

\ssuming tbat the exercises given in the
school stage are made general 4u Y thorough
amougyt tho wholo of the population in tha
~chool stage, the mensure will reduce the time
and oxpenso of the drill for tho militia, sup.
ggnlng, as hag heen proposed, that compulsory

1lot for tho militia should borestored and ex-
terdod. With tho increased disposition to re.
criaitment, it will moreover associate education
and an edvanced quality of recruitmont. What.
ever may bo the military arraugements sape.
induced~tho extonsion of the militia ballot, a
positive conscription for tho adult stageg——it
wiH Lo an advautage to have the drill and ¢x.
erciscs carried out as thoroughly as possible, as
a foundation for thew, in tho school stages,
Further, by this carly training, Lesides the pre;
disposition for voluntcering for the regular
army, we get a population which may bereadily
put in lino for any defonsive purposea. If the
body of the people were well trained in th
school stage, the British people would step ou
of civil life, and frll into rank, and act together
whenever it may bo nccessary in any part of
the globe. What such aptitudes would have
been to the civil population of India will sug-
gest itself for consideration.

But there are considerable advantages incom-
bining raval cxercises with tho military drill
in tho same school, by the use of a mast and
sails in the exercising or play-grounds, on
which a very large proportion of the naval ex
ercises may be given.

In the first place, the naval training varics
the exercises,and increases the interest in them
dmong the boys; it varies the gymnastics, and
adds to the useful physicn! and mental qualiil-
tations imparted. I? {t be made the foundation
of a gen gervice, the previous training in the
military drill is of adventage to the sailor, 48
well ag the knowledge ot tho exercises of sca-
men is of use to the soldiers, to cnable them to
lend a hand for naval service. )

Seven years ogo, I endeavored to call atten-
tion to some evidence as to the results of mili-
tary exercises in the half-time ordistrict schools,
which roceived much consideration from some
wembers of the Goyernment, sud from maiy
noblemen and geatlemen interested in the Yol-
unteer movemcnt‘ as well as in the military
'policy of the country. Lord Elche took the
lead in the formation of .an. association for the
promaqtion of tho practice of military drill in
the public schools.  The object of the acvocia-~
tion was goon accomplished as respects the
chief of these schools, and as part of the Volun.
teer movement ; at that time influential opinion
did not carry exertion further. 8ir John Bur-
goyne, General Shaw Konnedy, Sir Delagy
Evans, and other distinguished members of the
military profession, however, then sanctioned
the conclusiong from theevidence, which I sub-
mitted as’to the importance of the gencral ap
plication ot the principles to the {ralning

f.h(’:1 &vxl'ﬂfsncc wlt:f&h I collected ]an ;;ub(;
ghe ft attention ip the TUnite
States, snd }fu.s‘rfgen cited In support of & move-

Borarness of Now England Stafes have, in
fheir messages, directet? the atfention of the
State Legslatures to the subject, and I belleve
tant the yrinciploe is in process of practical
adortion thery, 1 have no doubt that it will

of thg youth of the country. Since ,then,

nt, tHere to get ngval and milftary exercises |
}gﬁ;ﬁﬂp all the dgmcn&! schoola. Thres
Q'

Lo found extensively uegeseary amangst popu-
lations of advanced industrial conditions.

But in connection with the subject, it is pro-
per todirect attention to the experlence of the
special value of military and naval exercises for
t}m physical tratning of the population for civil
industrial occupations; even if we wero to sup-
posc that tho British people wore to enjoy per-
patunl peace in tho colonies, and in their con-
tact with barbarous nations, as well as at home.

It isprovod that thesy exercises give a muoh-
necaed physical, as woll as moral trainjpg—an
trafning which adds to theit prodactivo power
and valuo for all sorts of civil service. I have
obtained the conclusive cvidenco of large em-
ployers of labour, that four drilled Inboyrers are
oqual in eflicicncy fur ardinary labour to five
that are undrilled.” But considerahle improve-
ment has of Iate been wmado in physical train-
ing, which adds to the efficicucy derived from
military drill.

-
FROM THE UNITED STATES.
{From our §pecial Correspondent.)

New Youx, Feb. 2, 1867,
Drar Revinw,—Tho Fenians are cvidently at
their wits end, as to how toraisé an excitement
and more money. Their last dodge was that
six Fenian Chiefs had suiled for France, headed
Ly the ubjguitous Stephens, However, this
Hittle dodgo failed, as the victims of their recent
swindle havo now thoir ¢yuvs open, and I doubt
whether the appearance of the Sillustrious
James mounted, with his 600,000 men at his
back, driving the « dirty Saxons” from the fuce
of the carth, or any other such effective tableau
would draw any juore meney from’ their pock-
ets. As I supposo the little we will ever hem
of these ruftians in future, will be in the Police
calendars. 1 may, perhaps, give the doings, a«
far as is known, to the respectable world, ol
these would-be herocs. Goneral Sweeny, who
was, I think, the most respectable of the crowd,
which is by no means a compliment to him, is
with his regiment of the U. 8. regulars at Av-
gusta, Georgin, in which he holds the pasition
of Major and Brevet-Colonel,  His Excellend
Pragident Roberts, according to lust accounts i
still engeged on the subject of the conguest of
Canadg, bnd is Yikely to remnin at his pleasant
but dificult task, for some years to com:
Stephens is,—well, it's hard to say whure he s,
for 1t secms to bo & vexe@ question among the
sheep of his fold, as they have been for son k
weeles past endeavoring to solve it.  The ret E
are, to use a slang cxpression, “ Lumnung
around. the low groggeries of this and otha g
cities. |
1 must apologise to your readers for mentior
ing such ruffinng, but it is tg show how easil: &
the minds of the people Lere are changed. 4 f
Fear ago, every paper in the city, with one ex- §
ception, the New York ¢ Times,' Jauded themt-
the skies, spoke of the manner in whbith Eug
land wonld be made to tremble, &c., &c, & E
whereas, now these same papers cannot Gud g
words too harsh for them —Such is life” g
Touching army matters.—Provost Marshe' [
Gengrp} Fry, in his report, furnishes some ven b
valuablg statistiys as to comparative mortalit: [
of officers and men in the Union army duriv:
the late war T 3
It appears that 280,739 officers and men sty
their lives in the army from military strvice g
of the number, 5,221 commissioned officers, ant

90,886 men have been killed inaction . r diedo!

wounds, while 2,321 commissioned offlcers an¢
182,329 men died of disease. This shows sfd
proportion of officers tomen killed in battle. tefy
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