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ToCoRRESPONDRNTS—~Letters addre:sed tosither
the Editor or Publisher,as well as Communica.
tlons intended for publication,must,invariably,
be pre-paid. Correspondents will #iso bear in

mind toat one endof the envelope should be left
open"aud atl the corner the words ** Printer’s
Copy" writtenand atwoor five cent stamp(ac-
cording to the welght of the communication)
placed thereon will pay the go-t.ue. Nocom-
municatien, however, will be fnserted unless
tbe writer’s name 18 given, not necessarily for
Ru'bncatton. but that we may know from whom
s seu

Wx have for the past nine years endeavored to
turnish u“:l Xol(;:r:&ee‘r Force ratb(.’znad' ‘:‘e 'mi
a rworthy elrsuppo! ut, weregre
w"&'if’, have not et wlrh that tangitle en-
couragement which we confidently expected
when we undertook the bifcation of a
paper wholly devoted to thefr interesis. We
now apreal 1o their chivalry and ask each
of our subscribers Lo procure another, ortoa
pensun sending us the names ot four or five
new subscribers and the money—wiil be en-
titled to receive one copy for the year free. A
little exertion on the part ufour frlends would
man erially assist us, besides extending the
wsefuluess ol the paper among the rorce—
keeping them thoroughly vosted in all the

. changes and improvements {n tho art of war
80 exsentlal for a military man to know., Our
ambition 1s to improve the Volunteer
in every respoct, so a8 10 make {2 secomd to
none., Will our friendaheipustodoit? Pre-
miums will be given to thoee getting up the
Jargest Jists, [he Recicw being the only mil-
ftary paper publishad in Canudg, it caght to
be liberally auglgomd by the officers, ncn-
commissioned oificers, and meu of each Bat-
tatlon.

ExgiNzeErs.~—*There nre but two comparies
in the whole Dominion, An spplicition
made by Lieut. Colonel Scoble, through
Lieut. Colonel Gziwski Iast spring, for the
creation of s compauy at ‘Toronto was con
ditionally scoeded to if the quota was not
exceeded. The quota of men is cowplete,
but | submit this company shou!d be en-
rolled uncooditionslly as (0 quota, to the
extent oi TU men, because engineers are

and uctisans and form.an indispensable in*
gredient of every army corps. The.nimes
of the tmo well known ofhoers I have men-
tioned ensurs the efficiency of such » com-
pany.'— Nilitia Report, p:ge XVIIL

Tas sbove extract from the Nilitia Re, ort
ior 187518 a practical commentary on the
anderveloped state of our military organiza-

12| the missing arm. A

-1abourers they organised.

tion. Here is an anpouncement of the fact
of aar evil now existing for elght years with-
out any attempt being made Lo provide a
remedy for an error of such magnitide in

1| the progressive developruent of-our militery

system, '

It is true the two galinnt oBoers whohave
proposed to do sometliing towarda suppiying
30 grave an omission aro both. thoroughly
conversaunt with the wants of the Cavadian
Arnmay in stoff and soientifio corps, and both
qualified to command at least oge branch of

If Engineers are as necessary {o complete
an organisation as infantry, we can see no
resson why the geueral organisstion of s: ch
a corps should be left to individual effort—
especially as if the rank and file are restrict’
ed to mechanics alone, such corps will be
coufined as & matter of néveasity to s few of
our great towns, such as Quebes, Montreal,
Toronto, Wamilton, &c. It is quite right,
and in accordance withthe scientitic require’
men!s -of modern warfare thit a-corps of
trained artisans should be attached to the
army~but in this country most of our mili
tary engiueering works will be the results of
the spade, pickaxe, snd aze, and the oconsti
tuent parts of the corps as far as rank and
file are concerned,.easily found,

It is with the officers the chief difficulty
will lie, and there is nothiog in the organi.
sation or future promise of our Military
College to warrant the idea that it would
tura out enough trained pupils in fifly years
to supply our wants; and even if it did;
there would' still be ‘the” most iniportant
element in their training wanted—practical
experience—in the peculiar operations ne’
cessary. Our rveaders will reniémber that
featuré of the late contest in the United
States where the chief engineering feats
were the bridging of large rivers, vepairirg
railways, ‘and throwing up temporary 'bresist-
works that the whole of those wogl:s, vast as
they were, had to be performed by au im-
provised ocorps of Civil Engineers and the
Now it is pre
cisely thesame operationsour Engineer corps
in the Canadian military service will have to
perform for the next half century-at least.
We say. then that it is lost time.to be de.
pending on the isolated efforts of individuals
to supply at their own expenie 8 want
which theGovernment and Militia autborities
cap effect far less expensively. In.the orgs
nization of the Engiueer Corps required for
military purposes in Canadas, it is not the
vank snd file that.are the main requisite—it
is the officers.

Thoso are-to be found in the civil em-

ditficult to obiain, must be skilled artificers| ployments of the country, and the sole cost

‘to Government would -be that of the paper

or parchment.on whick their commissions
should be written, and the labour-of the
clerke in filing vp the documents.

There sre in this country mea who know

‘practically ita topography, resources and cli.

matic- peculiarities who could camp- out

troops in winter without loss or incenvent

ence, who could organise (ranspor! service,
and who thoroughly understand every pnss
road and foot path in the varidus miitiary
diwricts to which they belong. and yet it
seems as if it were t00 greut an effort 10 sct
about organising a valunble power ready to
hand, It is no doubt much more imposing
to set on foot oollege with a stuff of profess.
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ora capable of teachingthe rising generation
the higher branches of military science, snd
it is no doubt necessary that the nucleus of
& Woolwich.or West Point should be éstal-
lshed amongst -us, but it will not supply
-present wants, and present wants are prées.
ing ncoessities as well as burning qucstione,

Inorder tomake the artillery arm effective

_two.wellappointed schools under thoroughly

‘talented and capnble officers of the regular
service were estiblished, they have been in
operation for some years, but their full value
.bas pot yet been reslised and their very
success 20 fur onlyprovesthat to make any
institution effective for an armed natiohality
it must be localized. ‘

In like munner cavalry, artitlery, engineers
‘and infantry must be raised and -trainéd
each in the military diatrict to which its
-rank and £le Lelopgs, and if possible in iis
.troop, baitery, or company. division.. We
-thus sea the wisdom with which the * Militia
Bill" of 1868 was framed by itaavthors—
every district is intended to be & éorpe &’ arme
complete,and the organisationshould strictly
follow what may be called natural condi-
tions, which prescribea loca? staffin addition
to. the present administiative staff—such
sta& to consist of Engineer Officers, and offi-
cers on the unattached lisis ; and this brings
up another feature of the admital law under
which the present force is organised.

Its- history will. be .instructive—in 1862
MijorGeneral Lxsoxs then sérving as'Deputy
Quarter Master General to the British forces
in Canada prepared a Militia Bill. with pro.

-visions so stringent. respecting compulsory

service: that it was rejected ‘by the' then
House of Assembly-—itnmediately afterwards
a much modificd niéagyte.which called the
present Volunieer organization into existence
was passed ; the “Fenian Ruid™? of 1866 shew-
ed the weakuess of thiy cyuténi, and the late
Sir G. E. Carmize snd the presént Adjutant
General prepared the present Militia Law,
It is founded ou the oll French system in
force when Cinada was an-appanage of
France. It had enabled a ‘weak colony of
80,000 inhabitants alt told to resist the urms

-of Great-Britain, and 2,500,000 of her colo*
| nists for four years, and when tho Drapcu

blanc aud golden-lillies succuimhed to supe
rior force tiey went down in & blaza of

.military g.ory which no previous or subse:

quent event in French bListory oan eclipse.
The system which achieved all this was very
-sitaple—tLe colcny -was marked out in com
pany divisions, the Captain of which marck:
ed his. cotingent (the firsl nawmes on his
muster roll) to tho point indieated. 10" bo-- |




