
The PrO5bytriè*1 Review.

Balrd, Who hcd at one tintt extensive foundries in
St. Petersburg. The structure rtsts on made ground,
and titerally a férest af piles eacà~ 22 feet in leugth
was sunk under its foundatioias. The cost af ttiis
piling was $t,ooo,ooo. The intetiior,w~ith tht exception
of the richty gilded sanctuary, is not decorated, but in
that part arc faund enarmaus columus af malachite and
lapis-lazuli. These columns are constructed, it is
trwi,, on a basis of copper, and anly overlaici with these
substances, but whtn you find that the price of an
ordiniary penhaldero ailapis-ltazuli is 812.5o. same idea
may heo rmcd ai the cost of these great calumns.
The construction of the church wvas finished in 1850, at
a total cost of $16,00,000.

The great bell boamed out tht ca-l to worship framn
tour in the marning, at intervals ai day, aind a s.xaall
bell, sounding likc a tin pot and iling with great
rapidity, sametimes accompanied the ricli and deep
tanes of tht grand bell. What was the abject ai this
discordant titraent, which was so incongruaus with the
salemnity ai tht -cep tones of the other bell we could
flot discover. We wert told simply that it was a call
tai paycr The ringing ai this wretched beil at four

a-. qulie near bis bedroomn, does flot inspire very
devotianat feeling in the wearied tourist. The general
effect ai the building is imposing, althaugh irom tht
quantity of dark red grarite, bronze and gald employed,
in its construction, it has a somewhat bard and metallic
appearance, and wants the saitness ai tht gothic
cathedrals.

We attended service in St. Isaacs ont Lord's day.
Tht service began at 10 a.m., and tasted tiI! i p.m.,
and as there was flot a seat ai any kînd ina tht edifice,
we ina common with ail tht congregation, stoad during
tht whale turne. In Athens, we obscrved in tht churches,
supports, tike the arms oi chairs prajecting front tht
watts, about the height of the armn pits. WcaÉcty persans
cauld tean against tht walls and thrawing their
arms over tht supports find same test. In St lsaacs,
there is na such assistance to lazy or feeble folk,
but aIt had ta stand unsupparted during the service.
There were na reserved places, and aIl warshippers
rich and poar, nmen and wamen, saldier and civilian,
aid and yaung, stood, for the timai at least, ina perfect
equality in tht presence ai tht Almighty. This equality
in the bouse of God, may passibly accaunt ta same
extent, far tht curious demacratic feeling which exists
nmong~ the Russians, side by side with an autocratic
government Sevé-ral tbousand worshippers v$ere pre-
sent, and of them three-iourths were mien. Na books
ai any kind were used by the congregatian, and no
movernent was made by any ont, Save when soma one
rnoved by Epecial devotianal fe%'* -g, krneIt down and
touched the marbie fiaar with his rare-ýead. The con-
gregation toak no part in the servicet, but maintained
a devout attitude thraughout. No instrumental music
was used; its absence was flot missed. Iaideed the
sound ai the grandest argan would bave been out ai
place, amang the tremendaus bass voices ai tht singers.
The alto aaid soprano vaices could scarcely tise above
the swetl of tltese extraordinary volumes of saund.
That the human voice was capable ai praducing such
marvelaus effects is incnnceivable to any ont not bav-
ing listened ta thein. The service seemed ane long
chant, save when ane af the priests read large porticils
ai scripture. The general character of the chant was
plaintive and sounded as if it were intercessory. The
vaice of the teader beggars description. It was indeed
a voice ai thuaider, yet dlent, resonant, nd witbout a
suspicion ai huskiness.

A screen constructed ai stone, between two ai
the colurnns which support the dame, closes the view
of tht congregatiara iromn the large window ira the north
arm af the cross iorming tht plan ai the church. This
window is filled witli a grgantic figure af aur Saviaur,
clad in a scarlet robe. At a point in tht service, near
its commencement, bronze doors in this screen are
opened, and this amPOSing figure is suddeaily discl.,sed,
and stands out ittumiaied by the sun light, aniid the
glooni ai the church, as the central abject presented ta
the warshippers. Along tht base ai this apening in
the screen, are ranized seven golden candlesticks, with
tighted candtes. Tbcy apparently rise ta about tht
level af tht ancles ai the great figure of Christ, Who

thus appeirs ta b. walkiuig forth iý- a blaie ai gtory.
among tlht seven churches. For about two hauts and
a-half cvery ont in the great edifice, and they ivere
numbered by thousands, had this resplendeait picture
before tbem, as the ane abject for their contemplation.
Tht sonarous swell ai tht marvellous voices, sometimes
rising ina triuimphant stornis ai mausic, and again sink-
ing into the almiost inaudible appeal -for niercy, tagether
with the canstantpresentatian of the sublimelhgureof tht
Redettmer, teit an impression on aur minds neyer ta be
forgatten. ________

At Chrystmasse Tyde.
ZUOENU paWDic, IK 'lt nana iIAoàZUlm

"Two norrlo Thyngea there bc-
Ay, thrcee;

A beste from whlch ye Fledginge have been taken,
A Lambe forsaken,

A rtdde leaf froan y0 Wilde RoRe rudely shako».

0f gladdo Thyngea there bc wore-
Ad,four;

A Larke above ye ol e Neste blythely Binging,
A Wildie Rose cllnglng

lun fety to a Rock, a Shepherde bringlng
A lambe, found, in bis arme, and Chrystmauao

Belle a rloging."

HOLLY AND MISTLETOE.
According ta an ancient tradition ail the plants

rejoice at the coming ai Christmas; sanie bursting into
blossomn afresh in commemoration ai tht day. Partly
for this reason perhaps as well as on accounit ai the
good cheer and joyausness of tht occasion, ai the
Christian world of ta-day decorates its bouses and
churches with flowers and plants for this fesfal season.

No decoration seemns complute withaut a littie holly,
no chandelier trimmed that has not a sprig of mistletoe
suspended froin it.

Tht use ai tht holly is said ta have originated with
tht Romacs, wha were in tht habit of sending boughs
ai holly and evergreens ta their friends during tht time
of tht Saturnalian festival which occurreti about tht
saine time of year as did Christmas. Oak boamghs
-would have been used instead doubtless, hnd the festival
flot came at tht time af yenr when tht aak was nattirally
bare af foliage, and tht beautiful holly with its shining
green leaves and glowing rtc! berrnes seemed tht tnost-
fitting substitute.

In the course ai time decorating became almost a
part of the people's religious faith, sa mauch s0 that the
nionks came ta speak ai holty as tht holy tret.

Tht usa ai tht mistletot came fromn the Druids,
those primeval priests who are well known ta have held
the Oak in great veneration, and as that tret is tht best
loved home ai the mistîttoe, it raay ha that its connec-
tion with tht sacred tret first gained for it notice and
respect.

Mlany are the legends in -which these twa plants
appear. Ont frara tht Norselnnd tells us that long
years ago wahen gods and goddesses visited the earth,
there was ont gad, the Apollo ofithe Norsemen, beloved
by aIl, bath men and gods, Baldur tht Good. Ht is
represented asbavingbeen tht wisest, the m-osramiable,
tht most beautiful, in every way the rnost charming
character. His very presence nmade continuai sunshine,
a brilliant light being said ta streamn from bis body, and
for this reason tht whifest ai tht Northren flowers is
nanied BaIdurs-brow.

But Baldur did flot possess inmaortality, which
caused no anxiety until he became inaprtssed through
dreams, that he was talase bis lifé. lVhen hatalc!tht
gods ai these dreanis tht>' becarne exceedingly troubledc.
At once they held a council anid endeavored ta decide
upon saine course which niight insure ta theni the safety
of their favorite. Aiter deliberatian, they saught tht
assistance of Thor ta niake him imamortal.

Ht talc! thein that their desire wauld be accomplished
when ever>' animal, plant and minerai should have
sworn not ta hurt or injure hini. In order ta secure
ibis resuit, bis anxious mother. Freyia (in whose honor
vet have our wetlc-day named Fniday) descen dcc ta tht
earth and recelvtd a promise froni ail created things,
animate -and inanimate, cverytlting except ont hit
insignificant plant 'which had attached itself ta the
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