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he says, “and when James, Cephas and John,
perceived the grace that was given unto mc,
they gave to mc and Barnabas the right hand
of fellowship.” There is something which
lics back of the call of the Church to be a
minister, and that is the call of God, It is
this which gives meaning to a pastor’s ordina-
tion. It is this which gives him a place in
the truc succession of Christian men and wo-
men. But without it the Papal tiara and
crozier, the cardinal’s hats, the bishop’s lawn,
the minister’s robe, are only like the sign-board
over an empty shop. If so, then let the vain
fancy of apostolic succession be given up, and
let Christians consecrate themselves to the
work which it has pleased God to assign to
them of proclaiming a frec and full gospel of

salvation.
a
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(Zlorrespondence.
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

To the Editor of the CANALIAK INDRIRNDKNT.

DEAR Si1R,—It has been well remarked in a recent
number of the INDEPENDENT that the Sunday school
question is one of the greatest now before the Chris-
tian Church.

The importance of instilling in the minds of the
young a knowledge of God’s love for them, leading
their afections to gather about and centre in Him as
their Chief Friend, is more generally acknowledged
than it used to be, and yet when the interest of par-
ents in their children is considered, it is surprising that
far greater attention is not given to this vital portion
of their education.

Solomon says, “ Train up a child in the way he
should go,” and what way is better than a fearless lov-
ing trust in God? 1 cannot abide the remarks of
some parents who, while utterly neglecting their child-
ren, have told me in just so many words that they did
not feel responsible for their conversion becanse God
alone could change their hearts. On the other hand
the hesitancy manifested by many Christians in talk-
ing to the young of Jesus and His love must largely,
if not entirely, result from the fact that they do not
themselves live in the enjoyment of their high calling,
a life-long stumbling block to their usefulness in the
grandest earthly sphere of labour.

For the children of such parents, as well as for those
whose parents have no interest in Bible teaching,
there is great need of Sunday schools with teachers
whase love for their Master leads them gladly to em-
brace the opportunity of engaging in so noble a work.
Naturally enough thesc classes show less interest in
their children attending Sunday school than is shown
by those most active in Christian work, but the chief,
if not the only opposition to Sunday schools has, in
my experience, been manifested by those whose lives
have most palpably negatived very high professions.

Much of the success of the Sunday school depends
on its guidance and governmen®d in the various exer-
cises which, with the lesson, make up the school hour.
Scholars become attached to teachers who take an in-
terest in them and show it whenever they meet ; they
become attached to the school largely through the
pleasure afforded by its exercises.

QOur school-room is cheerful and bright, the walls
are white and set off with mottoes ; behind the super-
intendent’s desk is a blackboard on which the Golden
Text is written in illuminated letters, and to the right
of the desk a large bouquet of flowers on a stand.
The Bible classes and infant class are divided from
the body of the school by shding windows which are
closed during the teaching of the lesson. Thelibrarians

heartily sung with piano accompaniment ; then a por-
tion of the Scriptures is read, the superintendent and
scholars reading alternate verses. A short prayer and
another hymn lead on to the lesson teaching for forty
minutes : aftes the lesson a hymn, and the attendance,
with the amount of missionary collection. The scholars
next recite the verses of the day, class by class, and
listen to an addreys on the lesson, or, other topic and
the school is closed, by singing and prayer, at 4.15
p.m.

These exercises will appear ordinary enough ; and
yet we all like our school, and our numbers have more
than doubled within a year. A good deal of the suc-
cess {s due to the tact of the superintendent in con-
stantly varying the character of the exerciscs, adding
or dropping a portion as accasion suggests, calling on
the scholars to recite one of the Psalms learned, or
the Commandments, or unite in the Lord’s Prayer
and having the addresses short and the general tenor
of the exercises fresh and attractive. C.C

Montreal, Aug. 1st, 1879.
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INews of time-@ h_urcﬁé;.

REv. HUGH PEDLEY has returned fron: his camping
and canoeing.

REv, C. DUrF, M.A,, of Specdside, is to supply the
Hamilton Church on the 24th inst.

Mu. CuaRrLes PeuLev, B.A., will preach in the
Western Church, Sunday the 24th inst.

REv. A. O. CoussAr, of Belleville, has returned
home from his visit to the sea-side thoroughly re-
cruited.

THE corner stone of the new Congregational Church
in Unijonville will be laid on Friday, the 22nd tnst., at
4 o’clock.

YorRKVILLE Church was supplied last Sunday
morming by T. W. Handford, and Bond street by
Joseph Griffith,

Rev. Dr. WILKES is spending a few weeks at
Saratoga. We trust that the Doctor will return strong
for his winter’s work with the students.

WE congratulate the Rev. A. Duff, of Sherbrooke,
on the honou. recently conferred on him. The Umi-
versity of Vermont has given him the degree of Doc-
tor of Divinity.

REV. ]. L. FORSI'ER has been supplying St. John's,
Newfoundland, for some two months, while the Rev.
Thos. Hall, of the latter place, has been supplying
Calvary Church, Montreal, for the same time.

\VE see by the London dispatches of the “ Globe”
that it is likely that the resignation of Rev. R. W.
Wallace will be withdrawn. His reason for offering
it, as expressed to the church, was chiefly a lack of in-
terest and co-operation on the part of his brethren in
the church.

THE children of the Congregational Sunday school
in St. Catharines and the school at Grantham, with
their friends, went last week in thirteen well filled
vehicles to the Eight Mile Creek for their annual pic-
nic. Both the day and the place were beautiful, and
all enjoyed thenselves thoroughly.

WE see by Winnipeg papers that our friends in that
city held a very interesting meeting in the Temper-
ance Hall on the 31st of July. The Rev. R. Mackay
presided, and delivered an address from lsaiah i. 18.
The Rev. W. Ewing followed and the Rev. D. Mc-
Gregor led in prayer. The audience is said to have
been a large one.

A CORRESPONDENT writes that the Church in Acton,
Ont., has a more encouraging aspect than formerly.
Student McIntyre has laboured faithfully during his
summer vacation. He has opened a new preaching
station with good prospect of success. The Sabbath
school is growing in interest and usefulness. As
Mr. Mcintyre will be soon leaving for college, it is
greatly desired that some one be ready to at once step

have a separate room ; and water taps and closets are
conveniently placed, though cxperience proves that
scholars should rarely be allowed to leave their classes
for a drink. |

Punctually at three o'clock a hymn is given out and

in and carry on the work.

ON Friday evening, the 8th inst., 2 number of the
friends of Rev. B. W. Day, of Cowansville, assembled
at the parsonage about the time of the arrival of the

train which was to bring Mrs, Day on her return from
Ontario, where she had been spending a few wecks
among friends. Mrs. Ioay was agreeably surprised,
and 1 very pleasant cvening was spent in social inter-
course. Such gatherings are productive of much
good, as indicating the good feelny which exists be-
tween pastor and people.

- —}‘:{;:_ligious ',I'é'lewé.-

TuE king of Southern Abyssima announces that he has
abolished the stave-trade throughout his domintons.

Pk sacred mosque of S Sophia at Constantinople,
which has for centuries been guarded against the intrusion of
unbelievers, 1s 1o be open every Tuesday and Fraday (or be-
lievers of all faiths to attend a lesson for the reconciling the
dufferences of religions.

TukkE s now an unbroken chamn of communication by
steam from England to the nocthern end of Lake Nyas<a an
Central Africa, excepting seventy miles of the Murchison
Cataracts in the Shire river ; and it is ascertained that Lakes
Nyas:a and Tanganyika are but 130 nules apart, instead of
250.

A CENTURY ago the Lutheran Chuich had only twenty-
four ministers in the United States.  Now there are 3,150,
with 5,600 congregations and 725,000 communicants.
Thirty years ago there were only a few scattered uther-
ans west of Qluo 3 now there are 1,702 ministers, 3,001
churches, and 307,180 communicants.

Bisttor STEERE of Zanzibar, on the cast coast of Africa,
has learned that the Swahih version of the Bible wihich he
translated, is intelligible to some of the tribes on the great
central lakes.  Mtesa, the king of Uganda, whom Stanley
met, understands the language and has been supplied with
copies of the transtation.

THE popolation of London is estimated at 3,577,305, of
whom fifty-eight per cent. should bie able to attend public
worship at one time sf they had room.  The actual provision
of sittiugs by all the religious denominations is tut 1,119,
776, while it should be 2,074,856. Of the present sittings
more than athird are unoccupied.

MER. HPURGEON says that Dr, Blaikie recently wrote hims,
¢ I hag in my hands the other day one of your sermons, ocry
vellew. 1t Jay embedded in one of Dr. Livingstone's jour-
nals --had probably been all over Africa—and had in Liv-
ingstone's neat hand the simple words, ‘very good.’ ““Would
you like 112" Of coutse he sent an camest request for the
yellow relic.

‘T chief Rabbis and Presidents of the two principal con-
gregations at Jerusalem have issued an appeal for aid, in
consequence of the scarcity of food, due to the adverse har-
vests in Palestine for the last three years. They state that
the condition of poor Jews in Jerusalem is most appalling, as
they have neither food nor the means of procuring any.
‘They do not ask for money, but for wheat, barley, flour and
other articles of food.

MRr. Serkrceoy, says the London *¢ News,” has been
gifted by nature with a a voice distinctly audible at the edge
of a crowd of 10,000 persons in the open air, and his perfect
mastery of his own language is never marred and spoiled, as
the far inferior style of many highly-educated people is apt
now-a-days to be, by the unscasonable intrusion of foreign
idioms. But beyond and above these advantages he has the
indefinable power of so saying what he wishes to say as to
make it both immediately intelligible and permanently im-
pressive to all who hear him.

A GREAT movement has just been inaugurated against in-
temperance in Great Britain, 1t is the formation of a joint-
stoc comKany with a million of capital, in shares of one
pound each, to provide temperance coffec-liouses and tem-
perance places all over the kingdom. The Archbishop of
Canterbury is at the top of the list of clergy, and as many
names followed in the prospectus, as advertised in the
“Times,” as nearly fill a column. The coffee-huuses al-
ready established have done well, and it is quite expected
that this new scheme will pay.

IT may be a matter of surprise to many that there is a
Christian church in the city of Cabul, Afghanistan.  But in
the Bella Hissar (or walled fort) and not far from the
Ameer’s palace, there has been a little Armenian church
ever since the days of Nadir Shah, and his little band of Ar-
menian Christians have been allowed 10 worship their God
and Saviour undisturbed in that church all through the many
political disturbances and administrative changes that have
taken place in that city. At one_time there was a considgr-
able number of Armenian Christians in Cabul, but now
there arc not more than twelve souls.  Most of these have
received baptism from clergymen of the Church of England.

A NEW Russian sect has arisen in the Donjezse distnct.
The prophetess, Xenia Ivanovna Kusmin, is a strikingly
handsome peasant woman of twenty-five, who possesses a
voice of remarkable power.  She has twelve apostlcs whom
she has commissioned to teach her doctrines to the
people. Its chicf puints are that its adherents shall
avoid the use of flesh meat, and not  recognize .
marriage not the authority of the clergy, and that whea”
they meet one another they shall avoud as a great sin hold-
ing out their hands to each other. At religious assemblies
tea and sweet cakes are used as a corporal refreshmenty.
while it is prescribed as an act of devotion that each person
shall kiss every onc clse. The prophetess and her apostles

— ae

—

live together in one large room.



