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ST. JOHN~'S GOSPEL.

Il this Gospel hau giTan rime to a greater
amount of criticiarn than any of te bers, it
hias certainly reeeived a larger science of con-
mendation than any of its companions. These
eommendaticns, sc welI dea.rved, reach over
the whole range of literature. Origen cails it
"ltbe choice one of te gospels." Gbryscatom
describea it && "9more elevatine ini its influence
than ail the harmonie. of muaîàc.' Jerome as-
serta tbat "lJohn excels in te depths of divine
royeterisa."' Luiter places. it in the foremost
rank. Calvin declares that "white te. othera
seek to describe Christ'@ body, John'. gospel
reveals his soul." Ernesti describes it as"I te
beart of Christ;" fleider, as Ilwritten by the
luand of an angel ;" Lange, as Ilthe diamond
amcng t1iz gospels." Dr. Caesar, cf Tranent,
bas made this Gospel a special study, and hbu
jat puollshed a lncid and popua account of
it, and an elaborate and carefuliy-prepared re-
futation ci most cf the hostile criticismne w.:tb
which its authorship bas been assailed. Be
concludes bis nseful volume byý thus speakinq
cf te Gospel, aud quoting opinions in regard

tit
"lIt is.the plainest in speech and the pro-

loundest in meaninir. It in thin G.cspei of lave,
1ife~, and light , th. Gospel cf te heart taken
from te very heart of Christ, on which the b..
Ioved disciple leaned et the Lame Snpper. It i.
the type of the pureat form.s cf mysticierm. It
bas an irreistibie rharm for speculative and
contemplative minda, and furnishes inexhans-
tible food for meditation and devotion. le is
the Gospel cf peaà ana Christian union, and a

=ecy 'of that blessed future when ail te
dof te Cbnrch militant on earth shali

be solyed in the harnxny cf the Church trmum-

phu in heaven." The estimate 'of Johnsm
Gopl thus quoted is conftrtned byr te judg.

ment cf critics lu ail ages. le mems to us ad-
visable tw gi -e one or two quotations in thia

place in illustration of onr tatement ; and firm
thess it will abundantly appear how bighly our

Gope bas been esteemed. Augustine, wbose
9odsare net more appeiatcry than beautifal,

maya: 'lIn the four Gopela, or rather, in te
four books cf the one Gospel, te Apoatie St
John, net undeservedly with reference te bis
spiritual undeuseandiug conipared to an eagle,
bau lifted bigher and far mure snblimely than
the other tbree bis proclamnation, sud in lifing
le up b.e has wishd Our hearta aise te be file.
For te other tbree evangeliasa walked, se to
apeak, on earth witb our Lord as man--of His
divinity they aaid but few thinge; but John, a
ii it cppressed hlm to wslk on earth, has open-
ed hi& word. as it were with a buret of thunder,
bas lifted bimseîf not only above earth and
every sphere of .ky and heaven, but even abovo
every home cf agels, and every order cf invisi-
ble powers, and reaches to Him by 'wbom al
things were made, as he says, Il I te begin-ning was the Word," &c. H. proclaims other
things in keepi* with this great aublimity
with which he begi&nns, and speaka cf the divin-
ty cf our Lord as ne ceber person bas spoken.

He pour. forth that into whicb ha hati drunk.
For not without a reamon le is nientioned ln bis
own Gospel, that et the fess liu reclined upon

lied ine secrecy drunk in the streani, but what
he drank in se-ret be poured forth opeuly.'
Origen write. in equally laudatory language,
and says : ' W. nay presulne, then, te .ay
that tlfe Gospels are the lirat-fruita cf al[ te
Scriptures, and te firs-fruits of te Gospels is
that cf John, into whose ineaning ne man cms
enter, unies. he has reclined upon the beooa cf
Jeans.' Claudias, ln atrikiug and sublime
phraweology, thus expresses hiniseif: 'T love
best ofaîl te read ine StJohn. There i. lahbinz
somiething so perfect' wouderful-dnek and
night, and the quick lighening throbbing
threugh thers I The. sott clouds cf evening,
and behind the zn>e thee big fll moon bo.ly 1


