THE CHURCH

them has been so singularly manifested.
As a consequence, saints have been edi-
fied and bwit ap, the careless have been
quickened, and many names have been
added to the Communion rolls of the
Church below, and recorded in the Book
of Life above. Qur congregations in
Pictou, New Glasgow, River folm, Earl-
town, and other places to the eastward,
have specinily shaved in this blessing,
and it 1s ouly because accasional relapses
take place after so glorvious an awaken-
ing, that we are disposed to offer 2 word
of counsel which may possibly assist
those who are entrusted with the guac-
dianship of the flock. These relapses
arise from various causes, and it should
be the aim of all christians interested
in the spiritual welfare of their fellows
to see that they discharge their respec-
tive obligations in such a way that these
blackslidings do not oceur.  The winis-
ter cannot 1n any way be responsible for
them ; he cannot reasonably be expected
to know much about the peculiar temp-
tations and surroundings of each one
who has come to him enquiring the wa

of salvation. His time will not permut
him, if he undertakes to discharge all
the regular duties incumbent upon him
as the minister of a parish, to give a great
deal of attention to the numerous special
cases that he has been called upon, in
the good providence of God. to consider
and decideupon, The cessation of daily
public meetings for prayer and exhorta-
tion, which, while they lasted, kept the
spiritual lamp burning brightly, may be
one cause of a retnrn to a state of par-
tial indifference; the trials and struggles
of daily life may so harass the mind that
the things of eternity are allowed to fade
out of view; the inconsistencies of pro-
fessors—alas! too often visible—-may
have given the fresh, honest faith of the
youthtul convert a check, and cast a
doubt over his mind as to the value of
christianity as a renewing power in the
soul; a degree of reserve on the part of
his new-for.ud brethren, to whom lhe
looked for sympathy, and in whom he
expected ta see the spirit of Christ de-
veloped in their every look and word
and deed, may leave the impression that
the world has more agreeable company
for him. These, and many other rea-
sons, we well know, will account for the
cowsse of many a backslider, and the
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fact furnishes material for earnest self-
exammation.

It is one of the most natural aspira-
tions of & man, alter experiencing
divine forgiveness and receiving a know-
ledge of aceeptance with Christ, to seek
for the fellowship of those who are like-
minded, and to be privileged to comuu-
nicate to others outside the fold the glad
tidings he has himself heard, and urge
their acceptance of the gospel offer.,
Nosw it seems to the new convert suchan
easy matter to become a christian, that
he wants to tell every one else about
it; and is surprised if people do not see
as he does, and feel as he feels, forget
ting, of course, that the same blindness
covered his own eyes when, time
after time, the gospel trumpet was
sounded in bis ears in vain. We
remember a case in which a young
man was 80 overjoyed at & sud-
den sense of the pardoning love of
Christ experienced by hims:ﬁf, that he
immediately set out to arouse all the in-
wmates of the house from their slumbers,
to tell them the good news, and at mid-
night wrote affvctionate letters to the
several members of his family, urging
them, with all the warmth of a lovin
brother and converted man, to see
Christ while He was to be found; and
whenever he bad opportunity, he was
ready witha word for bis Saviour. We
mentien this as an instance of a common
type of the zealous christianity growing
out of revival movements. An anxiet
to be useful, a longing to labour as well
as live for Christ, seizes upon the soul.
Like the great Apostle of the Gentiles,
as soon as be has been called ot God, bis
aeart is drawn out in love to his fellow-
men, and he exclaims, “Lord, what
wilt Thou have me to do?” He asks
for something to do at the very mowmant
when his mind begins to turn in the
new and contrary direction; and this
first gracious inpression was the typical
form of Paul's whole life. A thorvugh
conversion to God, followed by compara-
tive colduess and insipidity towards God
and maa, is a mystery which it is some-
what difficult to comprehend; but a
christian life like the Apostle’s, begin-
ning in that sudden change in convie-
tion and in character, and proceeding (o
its triumpbant close, when he could say
« I have finished 1y course, I have kept



