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lowering the ideal of Christian marriage. Can it f airly be said
that the wxdespread facilitie3 for divorce whieh prevail in the
United States have iznproved the morality of its people? le it not
rapidly reducing the xnarriage tie there to mere liceueed concubin-
age and lowering the stately dignity of wife ta that of a concubine,
and of husband ta that of a parainour? le it flot eapping the morality
of the people and teachiug them to hold a degraded %4ew of mar-
riage? le it not endangering: the fainîly, the very foundation of
a welI ordered State? We thiuk it is. So great indeed has the
scandai become that there the necessity of retracing their stepe je
becoming mhanifeet.

MUNICIPAL LAWV IN CANADA.

0f the many braliches into which the law divides itself none ie
more important t.han the one which cornes under the general
head of "Municipal Law."

In the old days there was some littie couimon law on the eub-
ject, together with isoiated Acte of Parliarnent regulating varioue
mattere connected with Borough, Parieli and Sherrif Iaw in Eng-
land, and there was occasioualty legislation of a somewhat similar
character in this country and in the Provinces which fiually
entered Confederation. Notably in the Province of Upper Canada
was the Act of 1 Victoria ch. 21, containing 49 sections, passed
March 6, 1838, entitled "An Act to alter and amnd eundry Acte
regulating the appointing and duties of township officers," which
Act ie referred to iu the Index of the Revised Statutes of Upper
Canada, 1843, under the heading, "Parish Officere." The same
volume contains Acte as to roa(1s, bridges, highwaye, etc. Also
the Act of July 12, 1819, " to repeal civil laws now in force relative
to levying and collecting rites and assesexuente in this Province
(U. C.) and further to provide for the more equal and general
assesement. of lande and other rateable property throughout thie
Province."

The first Municipal Act in Upper Canada came into force lu
1849, and appeared eubsequently in the Consolidated Statutes of
Upper Canada as chapter 54. Sorne of ite enactuient8 were ex-


