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_______ Notes on Exolianges and Legal Sorap Book.
SoM1E CURIous PLEAS.-A man wvas once tried in Illinois for hreseIg

upon evidence sufficiently conclusive to satisfy even his own COunSel that COl1
vict ion was inevitable. Stili, that worthy xvas in no way daunted, but,' rising fo
the defence, said hc should flot atternpt to controvert the evidence befOVC the
court, but would put in a plea of matrimonial insanity. "Matrimonial inlsant,
exclaimed Judgye W-, mated, as everybody knew, to a most unflaa
woman. "That is a novel defence; but let us hear the evidence.- A Nvjt '5
was soon in the box who had known the prisofler for ten years, and depose tha
in that time the delinquent had married haif a dozen times and was living Wit
his sixth wife when arrested. "WNNell,"l continued the witness, "lif any Of theill
wsm e t di p t in s."e others, 1 a mn not aw are of it; they were al a edrY lt.a

They kept the man constantly in hot w~ater by their peevish, scoldirg, (11re
som dipostios."Other wvitnesses having confirmed this accoufit of theprisoner's matrimonial mistakes, his couinsel addressed the court, dilatiflg iPol

the cunning way in which women drewv men into mnatrimony, and the \vndrOuls
change that'came over them wNhen the victini was ensnared; finishing 1uP
contending that his client could not be held a responsible agent after being galle'
by such Xantippes for ten years. This skiîfuî touch of nature" Was sulljieflntfor the judge, whose charge ended thus: IlT4 his court has had a certain arn0 elof matrimonial experience w-ith one feinale, and such experience has 'ltl,altogether of a satisfactory character. But here is a man who has ar'l dblind, imbecile, and idiotic as to rnarry in ten years six horrible sodshrews. For so doing 1 class him as a natural fool , and even ifhhany intelligence, the dwelling with these \vonen miust have destroyed it. 0îf plea of the counsel for the defence is sotind in law and equitN,, and 1 chargeY
to bring in a verdict o>f acquittai." The jury did as they were bid. A a
collector at Naples ran away w ith a large suin of public money, wvas ç'Ogtibrought back, and put upon his trial. His cotinsel admitted the factS,contended that the collector wvas one of the People, the money wvas the Peva 5 imoney, and it w'ould 1)e mnonstrous to conivict a man of stealing wvhatfeown; and the jury being of the same inmd acquitted the thief. A barVilte
retained to defend an unhappy man charged with purloining a duck, f0 1 1 id hmlf«
self embarrassed in consequence of the rogue having exercised his invention 0vedfreely, and having volunteered several explanations of the matter. f--irstbCsa.vid
he did not steal the duck-he had found it; then he said somebody had g1ielhim the duck: then that his dog had picked it up; and lastly, that a nialicoU

policeman had put the duck in his pocket unknown to him. Putting the a"'
the jury, his counsel left the gentlemen to take their choice, saying: "IMy lrfl
tunate client has told haif a dozen different stories as to how hie becanie P oof the duck. I don't ask you to believe ail these stories, but 1 wvill ask Y"Ugtake any one of them."* Which story they took the advocate neyer kne,"'~the man got off. One peif it is a good one, is quite enough, and in certat


