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Vby referring to the engravig-the anterior part of the body isseen to rest entirely upon their outer edge ; and that part of
the bands thus suhjected, as it were, to an unusual pressure,
is, in these creaturea, supplied with an efficient calious pad to
protect the outer phalanges from injury.

The prevailing color is a deep gray, with a very broad band
of black running from the neck downward on each side of the
body ;its habits are slotbful and solitary ; and il sleeps during
the greater part of the day. It lives entirely upon ants, to
procure which it epens their hbis with its powerful crooked
claws, and draw ils long flexible tongue, which la covered
with glutinous saliva, lightly over the swarma of insects who
flock from ail quarters to defend their dwellings. It is a na-
tive of Brazil and Guisua.

Il 'eems almost incredible that s0 robuat and powerful an
animal can procure sufficient suatenance from ants alone ; but
tbis is notbing strange to those irbo are acquainted with the
tropical parts of Amrerica, and wbo have seen the immense
quantities of these insects, which swsrm ini ail parts of the
country to that degree that their hills often almoat touch one
another for miles together. The favorite resort for the gi-est
ant-esters is the low awampy savaunas, slong the banka of
rivera, and stagnant pools.

The enormous claws of the forelega are terrible weapona.
Waterton records an instance of their power in his "sWander-
inga," and in Brown's "Canne Life in Guiana" there is a
aimilar account. H1e says: " We had îîot gone many miles
before the guide bast the patb, and we ahl scattered to iook for
il. In doing so, 1 almoat walked on the top of a sleeping ant-
bear, whicb, springing up, at oii its bind legs, and grasped at
me with ils hunge fore claws. 1 sprang quickly to one aide,
and thus escaped. Thinking that il was good eating, 1 shot
il, but the Indians saidthat il waa not wholesome food, ai-
thougb, frorn the great intereat th3y took in seeing it killed,
I thoughit il was. " (Waterton says that its flesh is good
eating.)

These large ant-taters are very daugerous customers, and
have been known to kilI men. Williams told nie that an Iii-
dian, living near Roraima, was hunting in the foi-est to the
north of that mocuntain with some others, armed with bis long
hlow-pipe. Iu returning home, cousiderably in advance of
the reat of the party, it is suippoaed that he saw a young ant-
ester, and, taking it up in bis arma, was voarryinu it home,
when its mother gave chase, overtook, and killed him ;for,
when bis companions came up, they fouud hlm lying dead on
bis face in the embrace of the ant-bear, one of its large claws
having entered bis beart. In the struggle he had mauaged to
stick bis ki ife behind bis bat-k into the animal, whicb bled to
death, but not before tbe poor fellow bad succumbed to its ter-
rible bug. Il was evident that he bad ouly beard tbe sut-
eater comiug wben it was close upon bim, and in turning
round to look, bis blow-pipe got caugbt acrosa the path in
front of bim ; beni, as be turned to run, it formed a bar to bis
progresa, and be feIl over it as the animal aeized bim. So
firmly had the animal grappled him that to separate it froni
the corpse the Indiaus had to cut off its l'ore legs.

It is very rarely that an opportunity offera ,to observe in
thia cpuntry the habits of one of these curious ci-cabres, but
recently an ant-bear was brouglit here alive froni South Anije-rica, snd on the pîtssage give birîli to two young, wbich the
writer afterward saw, and watcbedl with great interest their1
movements about the mother. Tlîe poor creature fared bsdly
on the voyage to the U'nited States, as the sailors were igno-
rant of the nature of the animal, and its curious appearance
impreased thena with auch a feeling of aversion that no one
could be found to approach the family of compulsory immi-
grants and they were only kept alive by the boiled eggs that
were tossed tbem by sonie or the more bumane of the crew.
The littie ones, as we saw. them, were about a month or six
wecks old, and were perfict images of the mother, with the
exception that the tail wss not s0 large in proportion to the
body, and the coi-bu- color mai-kinga were not so prououuced
as in the adult. As we approached the cage, uothing could be
seen but a bondi of coarse grizzly bair ; but a word fromn the
owner, and the enornioua tail of tbe parent was raised, aud the
youug were seen. She was lying ou ber aide, tbe yoong em-
bracing ber abdomen, after the fashion of young monkeys,
and over ail came bbe tail of the mother, shutting sud lu-
cloaing tbemn like a lid, formîng effective protection. As abe
clumsily rose the young scrambled over and attained a position
on ber back, cingiug to ber with their long claws, their busby
tails in air, bast in the voluminous folda of the mother's, that

covered tbem, even now as a cauopy, being equally pro0te<
tive.Y'1 

ria tadAt a word from tbe keeper, she came laborioualy towsrd eI~
walking opon the outaide of ber sharply clawed feet, and tbe
long noses of the entire family were preseuted and rubb8d
againat oui- hands with every demonstration of frieudliness5

The longue is cxtremely long, and lielot' ils roots are iw
large glands that emit a glutinous secretion that is s0 effee'
tive in conveying the swarms of ants to its inouti. They le
fed exclusively upon liard boiled eggs, upon whch. we wer-
iuformed they thrived. The cliniate, however, is 5gasi1S
tbem, sud aince our fi-at visit one of the young bas died, and'
tbe other will probably follow.

In the accompanyiug illustration the position of the Young
on the mother's back is shown, wbere tbey preaented I
amuaing spectacle.

The little ant-cater occurs also in Brazil and other coulit-89
of Sonth America. Its habits are similar to those of its le
powerful species.

Von Sack, in bis '<Voyage to Surinam," gives an inte-SaîiD%
accounit of the tame onea in bis possession ;and, after dsrb
ing their chai-actera, be tells us tbat the inbabitants of thng
country aver that wben captured these animais canuol ed uced to est, and oniy lick tbeir paws after tbe fasbioflObear. " Wheu 1 obtained the first," be says, -1 I sent t0 t 0
foreat for s neat of ants, aud during the interimi I put jnt'~ i
cage some eggs, boue, milk, sud meat, but il refused to t'ue,
any of tbem. At length the aut's neat arrived -but the aii
mal.did no psy the slightest attention to it either. By 0bshape of its fore paws, whicb resemble nippers, snd differ 1'eil'muci from thiose of ahl the other species oftant-esters, 1 th00g f
that tbis little creature miglit perhapa live o11 the nymnPbf ?t
wasps, etc. I therefore brought it a wasp's nest, and then
hîulled out with ils flippers the nympbav from the nest
began to est thein witb greçtt eagerness, sitting in the pOstil
of a squîrrel. 1 shîowed this pbeîîomenon bo mary of tlie I
habitanîts, who ahl assured mie that it was th e tii-st time the
bad ever known that species of animal to bake any nuiq~
ment. The auts witb which. I tried it were the large terl la
upon whicb fowla are fed bei-e." According bo Von Sack SIi0moat observera, the tail is employda rhnil oi-g'»
Il is larger than lie body, very stout sud broad at ils oriri-A
tbickly clotbed witb short bairs, sud mocb attenusted tOe'%I
the exbremity. Geîîerally speaking, tie fur dispîsys a tbick, t'
soft, sbiuiug, woolly texture. The female, il is said,, ro
duces s single young one at a birth, although il is furi-n'
witb four manim.e hlu the Old World the sut-esters are represeuted bY th
aard-vr su pu u-ester (Eckidna hystrix~ the latte,-
curious creature witb s long, detider, toothless bill, îvith .

patate srmed witb rows of strong sharp spines -the tDu-1
aimilar to thaI of the gi-est sut-eater of South Americat
the body la covered vitb quilis like a porcupine. It g Co0

mon lu varions parts of Australia, Port Mor-esby, New Gipe$'
sud quite receuîly a new specica lias been discovered
Norîberu New Guinea. taglok,

The aard-vark, a Soutb African sut-ester, is a srne h
iug creature, sud a very distinctive character is set in f
head, wbicb was lsug-poîuted cars ;while the tail, beiug 1-
moderabe length, not an long as tbe body, is very tbick, i-00

0
<.

ed at the moot, and deusely clothcd with bai-. Alto)gether !l
is a stouît, beavy animal, the large bi)ues of the nerk, inPOýh
cula-, (lemousbratilig ils atrength lu bbe cervical regionil.
fui-, which la very acauty, is generally of s gi-ayish-b-oWll
loi-. The p, rîaneut teeth of bbc aduit, bwenîy In DUtl1erf
bave a simple foim sud structure, beiug made up of i-o t
cylinders, thiose iu fi-ont displayiug asalightly flattened 88KPt
aI tbe ,ides. It la rather lai-ger than tie common, badgeturif
taiuing a lengbb of upward of four feet. Its habits ai-e DO'
nal, sud il coutructs large subterraneous burrowa wltb etro
oi-dinsi-v rapidity. lb appears bo live- entirelv upon ant8, an
for Ibis purpose the tolîgue is largely developcd, sud Si-.ý
witb s glutinoos secretion It la not 8o long, hoverfi- ed
the truc sujt-calers, wiîile ib is at tbc same timne more fl8ttell t
sud attenuabed. The asi-d-vai-k invariably fixes bis 1tý
ne-ar bo soîne large ants' uesbs,wvhich he ventures only 1O0 fî
sUber dark. H1e is a îimid creattire, sud does flot *11l" 've
froua bis burrow suad wbeu attacked, sbould be succed
gainiug accesa 10 bis abode, ib is uexb to impossible 10 9't
ont, for il is said be cau burrow faster than bis ceIllnieo of
dig. According 10 those who bave wituessed ils rnetbod.ii
procuring food, thc sard-vark, baving approacbed sua th
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