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will give it, determining, at the saine time, what weight shonld
be given to the suggestion that hous drain trana are likely to
in crease the danger of spreadingz contagion among the several
families in the hous where contagions diseas appear. We
hope the commissionera will determine thes points, so far as

poasble, froni actual observation,5a and. not by quotation from
Enghlish authora. Notwithstandiug the fact that for Borne thirty
yeara, asnitary science bas been more or leas earefully stndied in
England, plnmbing as praetised in thia country bas been, and
still is, incomparably superior to that ini Great Britain. -There
are but few absurd notions connected with bouse drainage whioh
cannot be asatained by unlimited quotations from English writera
of reputaticu. For example, a few years ago some eminentdgauthority " found fanît %ith the plan of placing water eloseta
in dwellinga and suggested the desirability of euttin theni off
from the living and sleeping roorna. The next book which
appeared carried this idea further ; the next further stili, nutil
the crowning triumph of theoretical. aanitary engineering was
reached by an "e'minent " author who serîous3hy advocated a
Parliamenitary enactmnent requiring water-closets to be placed in
towera built wholly separate from houss, and reached from the
several flcors by bridges with open aides. We notice the saine
progressive tendency among English writers dealing with this
question of trapped and disconnected bouse drains. For some
years thia idea of broken connections wiLh sewers and cesapeois
bas been a popuhar one in England, and agreat deal of ingenuity

has been expended in developing it. The thaoretical sanitariana.
long ago learned from practical mon te distru8t; simple trape in
bouse draina, and in mosn of the later work8 absolute disconnse-
tion is advecated-the houe drain emptying into some kind of
vessel open at the top, and this discharging 'to the sewer by a pipe
dipping below the constant water level. Those who have studi.
ed and doue good work according to the beet Amnerican practice,
know perfect [y well that aueh precautions are not essential to
good houe drainage, and that better resulte are attainable by
cheaper-and aimpler methoda. While ccnoeding the great and
permanent value of Engliali sanitary literature, wýe eau gay with
confidence that the great bnlk of it bas very littîs practical value
for the American apecialist in the mechanica cf hygiene. From
a library which mnrudes nearly aIl the standard and much of
the current Engliah literature of sauitary science, we could pick
ont very littie relating to houe drainage which would be of use
te, the intelligent American plumber seeking information as to
improved methoda and materials. The reading wonld repay the
effort, but it will ho fouud te yiehd on these practical topice a
great deal cf sack to very little broad.

ADEINS' PÂTENrT SAS PA8TMNME
A new brasa sash fastener, as shown in the aceompanying

engraving, has been brouglit ont by Messrs E. Bach &.Co., cf
Colefahill street, Birminghiam. It is on the automatie principle,
that- in te aay, aelf-lockinf very strong and effective. The
faetener ia cloeed by a simp e pull.down movement cf the finger,
-'when a pair cf aide epring clips cf beeswiug shape, engage in the
iote on each aide cf a stud or pivot, and inatantaneously hock it.
The feetener is s readily opened by the fingor and thunb. This
patent sash fastener canuot-be opened with a knife or other imple.
ment from the outeide, sud the saabi ie held sufficiently tight to
prevent rattling or vibration of the window. The arrangement
W -aimplicity itasif.

NEW PATENT GR&8S.CUTZIN KACIEM.
'Mr. A. Ridgeway, patentee and manufacturer of improved horsi

e!lppers, sheep sheara, &c., of Macclesfield, hma recently broughtout a new patent grass-cutting machine, which we hers illuatratO
as a novelty. This is a new application of the principle of thehorse and hedge clippers and it supplies a.ready and inexpeniO
meana cf cutting and trimoeing graee.plot8 and lawns, edgngS4
and bordera, which have alwaya been inaccessible to the revolvifl1
cutters of the ordinary lawn mowing machine. The patents
dlaims that hia new grasa-cutter is mue h leua coatly than any la"'
mower ; that it is simple in construction,' easily rked, aud ]lotreaclily liable to get ont of order ; and when duli by long use, i
may be qnickly and easily sharpened by an ordinary aaw 510.8We have aubinitted this new implement to some practical testo,
and have fornd that it eau b. worked in places aud situstiofli,
where it has heretofore been impossible by the aid of avy machirl
to eut the grass rapidly and wehl.- It ia a moat valuable tool 13'
the bands of the tidy gardener, aine it can be used for trimiUSn
[botter and more quiékly the edgea of garden walks or laWIIB'
fiower beda or bordera, than any instrument y et uaed for the pnu*
pose. On old and neglected lawns, where tMhe grass hss bech 0irough and deact,' thle new eutting machine wül do leus rapid and,
effective.-work ; and it will either leave the grass on the ground
te serve a a muicli, or the implement may be used as a rake fafrcdflectzug it prior teremoval. The machine is aold at. a low piS5

SÂFETY FRox DROWNING.- The Slseield Telegr à~ oa7
that the Rsv. W. Cowell Brown, Wesheyan miniater oflia pateuted an invention whicii appeara to be a simple ~practieal means of lessening the number of deatha by drowli*
A chemnical preparaticu ie inserted in a portion cf the O<680waieoat, or dreas. It dos not add te the weight or iv auy'w
alter the appearauce of the garment. The preparation isinsOrt.
bstweeu the lining and the aloth ; in the case of a coat, it I&placed on each aide of the breast and up the back. The mo1Je8'
a man touches the watsr the coat inflatea and he eannot k'hie hea under the waves. The invention wus practialy tes"
at the aswimming.bath of the Sheffield Bath Company, receUtit
The inventer statea that hie apperatue, which wiuld l PiYform an additlonal lining ineertsd in a portion of th g'
ment, would anstain a person in the water as long as h. o'
possibly endure the expesure. For 40 or 50 houri it WOOid b
effective for ita purpose. In the event. of a .psrsoulngOO*90"*

SCiuUeneee,,h li in i the baok would form, a kiudof bed,"
that iu the broet a par of pillowu, &ainet which hie head
rut.
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