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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Home Depaftment.—How to
Organizg a County.

The Home partment work was
first started in Cdaticook some five years
ago. At a meetifig of the Sunday-school
workers, repres@nting three Sunday-

schools, a committee was appointed to
canvass the village to secure names of
those not attendjng Sunday-school and
would take ho study of the lessons.
Having complete@ the canvass, a super-
intendent was Jppointed from each

school, the nam@s secured, distributed
according to tBeir expressed choice.
The result was gbout 100 taking home

study. The work thus begun was con-
tinued with abo# the same number of
members, they eing visited by the
superintendents ahd assistants and sup-

phed with lesso
study and contriButions gathered.

Two years agol the executive of our
County Associatign decided to make a
county canvass. § A Christian worker
was employed, umider the direction of a
committee appointed by the executive.
The course pursged was to visit each
school, call a meéeting of the workers,
explain the natufe and object of the
work, secure if jpossible the appoint-
ment of a superintendent and assistants,
and spend at least one half day with
each in canvasfing in their district,
usually spending Jabout two days in
connection with efich school, and leav-
ing them to compl§te the work and con-
tinue to visit th@ members quarterly
and supply them wWith helps, gather re-
ports and their frge contributions, giv-
ing them such helf and encouragement
as suited to their Heeds.

In this canvass of about eleven weeks

helps, and report of

500 members. The
raised by private
‘before the work was

cost was' about $94
subscription, mostly
begun,

Last year the work was repeated. A
lady was employed %o revisit those or-
ganized, encourage ahd assist the super-
intendents in their fwork, revive some
which had dropped fthe work, and or-
ganize new Home Departments. The
time occupied in thi§ canvass, not quite
two months; results,{ resuscitating eight
Departments, whichf had ceased the
work, and gaining B80 new members;
the expense of this camvass, about $70.

We have now in the cognty 35 Home
Departments, organized with member-
ship of about 700. There are in the
county 50 Sunday-schoolg, about 2,500
membership, besides Home Department
members. Ten of tl;é schools are
Episcopal, which do not affiliate with us
in Home Department ¢ work, While
some superintendents h&ve not had the
success they could desi¥e, and some be-
came discouraged and pped the work,
yet there are many pufsuing the work
with earnest zeal and nd success, and
great good is resulting from this depart-
ment of Sunday-school work.

In our own town th& work begun five
years ago has continued to grow in in-
terest and usefulness.’ Bible study is
taken up in many hdmes where before
it was neglected. he visits of the
Christian ladies who distribute the helps
and literature carry ';blessing to many
homes and hearts, and the visitor in
carrying light and sunshine and sym-
pathy to those shuf in, receives rich
blessing herself. 3

A school of about &0 has a Home De-
partment with 50 members, all of whom
she visited personally once or more dur-
ing the summer, and  all are supplied re-
gularly with Quarteglys.

One Sunday-schgol of about 100
scholars had a Home Department with
256 members in theffall of 1896, and 48
in the fall of 18975 has now 80 mem-
bers, and great inferest is manifest in
the lesson study. }

In starting this Avork, no doubt bet-
ter results would Be attained if a can-
vasser were emplpyed to canvass the
entire county or district for which she
is employed, assisfed by those who are
appointed by théF schools as superin-
tendents of the w@rk, as sometimes the
canvass is not
charge of the cla§s
while a general ci
any church or
Christian worke:
may take up the
blessing in the

junday-school, or any
¢ in church or school
work and make it a

workers in the
homes are negl
Word of God,

jhurch or school. Many
ting the study of the

give.

Too many pe
prayer-meeting

bple are electric lights in
‘and tallow dips at home.




