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Canada's Manifest Destiny.

HE appeal miade, this autumn, and on the verge of ait
election, by the Caîadian woollen mîn:nutfactuirtrs, for ia-
creased protection, and tlîeir aippa-.l - or was it a tlircatr
-- against the forcing of sorne thousands of nmen to adopt

other nîcans of livelihood; oither, thiat is, thiaî thecir pres;ent trade,--
brings the Ècfdestioll: F-arni or Factorv? to the point of a more or
Less imrnediate solution. This article, thecrefore, is, la no sense,
political ; or, ratier, flot in the narrow aîîd teclinicffl nieaning of a
niuch-abused terai, though iL deals, none the less, %vith a question
of national policy-fflso in the %vidtst seiise- and nia, consequentdv,
be, to that ext--nt, deenied political. But it lî~,certainly, no refer-
ence Io the various ' raifest destinius" wlichl, from time to time,
have bcen assigned to: this country, tvith annexation, independence,
or1 witl lImperia] Fede-rzitioni. Each of thiese fias had, and will, doubt-
less continue to have its advocates; but, wvhereas, -eachi ol theai is,
and must remain, largely, if flot wvholly, a matter of sentiment, the
question above indicated, whichi foris the subject of preseat dis-
cuission, is, at least, pi-actical, and, it nîay fairly he said, one niot ad-
niitting of serious delay. It is a question, ln other wvords, of the
true -ve1fare of the Canadian people, rather than of their national or
political future. The two are uîot, by anv mca ns, inseparably coi.-
nected, statesmen and others to the contrarv notwitlistanding. "Ail
that a nman hathi will lie give for his lif;!. Forrns of government
political ideais, are nut -%mong his niost valuable possessions.

l3riefly, the niatter may, 1 t stated thus: Is it Canada's manifcst
destiny Io be an industrial, or an agricultural cotuntrv? A land of
niany farnis, or of a few overcrowded cities? lu other words, is
legisiation Io consider, chielly, thu intcr-ests, of the manufacturer, or
of the fariner? The answer Io thc former question, and, iadeed)
1-o the latter, depcnds, evidentiy, on certain -,:ery definitýe conditions,
practically, on two: density of population, and facilities of transport,
the last bemng flhc nost importaint, 1» -%viichi, indeed, ail the others
are deterniincd.

The specihication of these two principal conditions does not,
however, exclude those which niay be defined as clinifc and ,e-
,graphiica-,l; nor, of course, those laws of trade, supply, and demand,
by wvhicli ahi industries must nccessarily be governcd. 0f these, ttz
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