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for a Boss Fariner in the Cabinet until the
genemal Oovcriiment goe into business as an
active tiller of tie soit." There slready existe
in theUTnited States a Cotumissioner of Agri-
culture, sud it is boldly afhlried that tho
office if; practicâliy uselese. The Xcu> York
Tiribivnc affirmes tlîat ne sensible fariner will
admit that the office has ever boon w~orth the
price of a pint of beans to hiai, and docla.rce
that neither tie proseut Commissioner nor
athy of his predecessors lias evor caused two
biadea of grass to grow in place of one. It
sdds ini regard to, tho sensible fariner, "He
inight bo content to see the couceru alitivel
and vanieli; lie ccrtsinly nover wvould pray
for amy more of it."

1IOJlICULI'URAL JUSTICE.

A mani naxacd Johin Harrison bas been im-
pnisoned in Newark, Newv Jersey, for obtain-
ing money under false pretences, by eelling
the sced8 of a wonderful plant wvhieh hie war-
ranted to grow into a bush that would buret
inte beautiful snd fragrant bloomu, aud ulti-
matcly bear a crop of Ilwash-rags." The
plant thus advertised is supposed te, be a vine
that grows wild in the West Indies, bosring a
gourd-like fruit, the spongy liuing of whose
rough a8licli le used by the natives te brush.
out their buts, aud, perforni various culinary
services. Barring the fact that the plant is
only suited te a tropical climate, tho Ilpre-
teuces" »made by thxis Harrison do net appear
te, have been equal in fslsity te those of many
itinerat and irrospousible vendorsj of trees
sud plants who are pemmitted to enjey their
liberty. The Yuan reccutly exposed by Peter
Henderson, who sold at $10 a rose plant that
wa.- te bear a bIne flowver, is fan more descmv-
ing of imprisonnient. Impossible hiorticultural
novelties are constantly being offered for sale
te a public easily gulled, and, according te
Barunni, fond of being humbugged. People
wvho can read advemtisemeuts of trees, plants,
and tlowers ivith responsible naines attached
te tlhem, without any desire te punchase, are
seized with an irresistible impulse te buy
whon some vagrant impostor proclame wvon-
dors of the vegetable world unknown even te
the gardon of Eden. ThieiNew Yorl. 73rbutnc,
in commenting on thls John Harrison case,
-well remamks:

IlWhen good people are solicited te, invest
in some horticultural. ecceutricity, it is a pro-
per tume for thonm te remember that there le
ne seed, plant, slîrub or tmee baving any eco-
nomie or ornamental value in this climate
which cannot be procuned of trustwonthy
seedsmen, floriste snd nurserymen. The en-
terprise of these dealers makes it certain that
they will have every novelty i the trade
which bas amy value as soon a.s it eau be pro-
cured, besides a, good niany novelties which
have ne value. It le a pretty safe ride for
eue who is attacked by the plauting fever te
buy nothing whîch bas net an appmoved and
firmly establisbed worth, and te, buy ex-
clusively of respousible and tregular dealers"

JONESIS NE IV UONEY KNIFE.

We bave received froni Mr,. D. A. Joncs, of
Becten, Ont., a sample o! a new houey kuife
manufactured. expressly for liim in Sheffeld,
Ei4glau4- Bekceper3 of course understand,

though the geieral publie do not, that a
licney knife is used for uncapping the sealed
shoots of comb in order to Esxtract the honcy.
It is a dolicate operation, and requires a knifs
of peculiar construction. Thero are several
styles of hioney knife in the market, but this
ie flar away ahead of any that we have seon
or used, and wvo think we have inspectcd, if
not tried, thom, aIl. Should we have any
honey to extract the coniing seson, we anti-
cipato much satisfaction in opcrating with
the new Jones knife, and we unhesitatingly
recommend it to ail our bc-kceping readors.

P UBLICAT lIONS RECEI VE».

ILLUSTRATED DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE Of
Farta, Carden, and Flower Seeds. (William
Evans, Llontroal.)-htr. Evans is a trustworthy
scedsman, and those who deal with him wvill
haxe no cause to regret doing so. Re is agent
for the Planot Jr. Fari n d Gardon Impie-
monts,- and encloses a pamphlet concerning
thin with his catalogue.

DoDGE'S CATALOGUE AND PRIcE LisT.
Bees, Apiarian supplies, and smail fruits.
(Fredonia, N. Y.)

FRtUIT NOTES. <Robt. Johnston, Shortsville,
Ont, Co., N. Y.>-Devoted to, smali fruits.

REPORT OF TEE AGRICULTURAL AND ARtTs
ASSOCIATION 0F ONTARIO Foit 1881. (Re-
serveçi for notice hereafter.)

SKETCHES OF CANADL4N IFILD
BIRDS.

BY W. L. RELIS, LISTOWEL, ONT.

TME CARRION CROW.
This grogarieus and csrrion-devouring bird

je very numerous in Canada, and frequents the
neighibourhood of towns and citles as well as
the woodland regions. The crow is greedy
and voracious, and in regard to its food repre-
sente many of the feathered race. It will
feed on alh kinds of dead animal matter, snd
sonietimes attaccs and destroys smail animals
snd youug birds; in fact, frogs, suakes and
other reptiles, 'worms and insects, grain and
fruit, and the eggs of wild and domestic fewl,
are all eagerly devoured by this bisck-coated
Polybonus. It may be daily seen, during the
summer seasen, roaming aloug the roads and
over tie fields ini quest of prey> diggiug up
the groundw~here it has discovered grube at
work, pulling down ant-hilis, turning over
sode snd atones, or hovering along the banks
of creeks and rivers, ini search of crabe, clame,
and dead fishi; and woe to, the young fowl
that xray have become disabled 1 for it je acon
torm iu pieces and devoured by the merciless
crow. Wheun the breeding season is over and
the youDg are able to, fly, these birds often
as.semble iu large fleeke, aud sometimes com-
mit havoc in the pien, fields. While thus eni-
ployed, sonie of their number are stationed as
sentinels to give au alarm lincase of approach.
ing danger, and when disturbed the whole
flock rise in &.body, and make for the woods,
uttering loud sud clamorous notes. After
aIl, the crow je of more benefit than injury to
the farmer; for most of the creaturea upen
-Which iL preye, if permitted to increase,
would do harin to the crops, snd lua some,
cases render vain the prospect of a harvest.
BeSidcé,:tlie dead - mad. decaying niatter upoii

which it love te feed, if net renîovcd, would
taint the air, sud become a proliflo source o!
dibease aud deatb. Abovo'1 ail, the carrion-
devournug prepensities of the crow Nvore giveai
him by the Great Author of Nature, sud
ehould net therefore be disparaged by in.
The crow is aise a curniing aud cautious bird,
fer the most tempting bait sud pressing
hungen wiil net allure liii to, the suare if
thoe ie the leaat appearanco of danger. It
le aIse a bold sud affectionate bird, sud will
try te assist a wounded cempanien, or pro-
tect its young te the best of its ability. The
oye of the crow lis a foerre loek; iLs sonqes o!
sighit sud heariug are keen; sud wvhen it bas
seized auything tee large te bo swallowed
whele, it beats it iu piecs with its large aud
powerful beak. ILs wvatchfulness le reniark-
able; sud the hunter bas much difflculty iu
gettiug near enough te shoot it, for the sight
of a stick, carried like a gun, le sufficient te set
a thousand wings lu motion. The rambling
fox, as well as the ewl and the larger species
of the hawks, aise excite its fears, sud iLs pro-
longed "«cawing" always indicates the pro-
sonce of semne of those marauders. It le very
tenacieus o! 111e, sud except a iving is broken
or the head sbattored, it will, wben wounded,
tny te escape, se that comparatively few ef
themi are destroyed. The plumage of the
crow is damk black, the ueck baving a green-
ish giossy hue. ILs Iength le above twenty
inches. It begins te build its nest early iu
Marcb, sud iu Juno the young are able te l
WVheu captured youug. iL ie easily tamed, but
makes a rathen miechievous pet. The nest is
placcd lu the fork, or among the tlxick
branches o! large bigh trocs, where few
would dame te climb; it is formid of stickh
and mud, liued 'wi',h dry grass, =cas and
leà,ves. Thc eggs, four te five in numben, arc
o! a greenish hue, mettled with bmown spots.
IL does net appear te batch moe than once
iu the season. The crow is shy in winten,
but becomes bolder as the spning approaches,
sud often aligbts te féed lu the barn-yard,
sud iu the field sumrouuding the faim home-
stead. This change o! habit is caused by the
desire of pmocuring food for ite young, whicb
are voracious enoug,,h to, tax all the energies
of the parents. The crow le the great sud
deterinined opponeut e! the hawk tribe, sud
may often be seen, particularly lu the breed-
iDg season, as it. with loud Il caws " sud
cincling flight mounte the air lu pursuit of the
klte-hawk. The cmow, by rising abeve the
hawk: and darti ig dowvnward, endea.vours te,
drive him. off; *biut the hawk seeming te, pay
little attention, except by moviag asîde te
a.voîd the stroke, stilI contiues te risc
higher in the air, until the combatante are lest
te, siglit amng the cleuds. It may bappen
that the hawk, in the absence of the crow,
sometimes descends upon its ncst and robs it
of iLs, young; for a fat young cmow je as
plcaslug te, the appetite o! the hawk, as the
oyster te the epicure. The crèw kùiows this,
and je by ne means wiliing te gratify the
carnivorous propensities of its moitai foe;
heuce an eudless warfare is waged between
these tribes. .And even when the young crows
aie able to fly,. if a hawk makes its appear-
ance lu the vicinity, the battle-cb' te raised
snd the whole fratemnity summoned te the
contSt The hawk -is thon compelled to


