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SHEEP AND SWINE.

) SHEARING LAMBS.

The ecconomy, or ovon tho admissibility, of
shearing lambs in the early fall is o fenture that
can ho considered only in suoh portions of the
country a8 have tho advantage of mili autumn
woather and the delayed approach of winter. In
portions of the Pacific slopo and southern Toxas,
whero bicuninl shoarings ar * praclised to & ocon-
siderable extent, lambs have beon frequontly
slioared. The comfort of early-dropped lambs, in
the moro northerly latitude, would undoubtedly
be inereased by tho removal of their feeces boforo
the advent of oxtromely hot weathes, It 18 faixr to
assumo that incroased thrift would follow. In
fact, to see a Macoh lamb with two or mare
inches of wool, panting bencath a July sun, 18 ot
calculated to cuconrage Liupes of rapid gam wiule
such conditions continue. I¢ seems worth the
consideration of fleck-owners to determne whe-
ther or not thoy will bo profited by summer shear-
ing of all lambs over threo months old. The
wool would pay the expense incurred, and it may
be that tho incrcased thrift resulting from conse-
quent comfort would prove a handsome profit,
This is the conclusion of a writer who gave, 1n the
Country Gentleman, his experience with & flock of
graded Southdown-Cotswolds :

¢ Having the Jambs to come very early in the
apring, their woul grows to bu thres or four mnches
long before shearing time, and having noticed by
leaving this on that it grew to be very long dur- |
ing the summexr months, and they would lie in
the shade and pant on account of the excess of
wool, while the dams were out grazmg, I came to
the conclusion to try an esperiment by shearng
some and leaving some unshorn, to see if there
would bo any lifference when spring came again.
T sheared two and left the «cst. Tho result was
simply wonderful. Those two I sheared cams up
in the fall and looked like my yearlings. They
wero fat, and while their wool was not guite so
long as the rést, it was much thicker, and scemed
to grow much faster during the winter than those
I did not shear. They stood the winter better,
and by shearing tiwe they were larger and Dbetter
every woy  This experiment induced me to try
again by shearing onc-half of my flock of lambs,
and the result was abont the same. The next
rpring T eheared all but ¢wo, they being thorough-
bred cut of Cacada ewes, acd thinking that by
leaving the wool on I could sell them better in the
fall for breeders, but found this to be a mistake, |
for in the {all T showed theeo two at the fair, and
also some of those that I had sheared, with some
that had just beep brought from Cansda to show
(they not being sheared either), and the result
was that those that had been sheared were given
the first promium.”

MANAGEMENT OF YOUNG SWINE.

—

A correspondent of The Cultivator and Country
Gentleman says: “There is still much error
among farmers in the managemert of pigs; and
this orror I find preveils most with the best breeds,
being petted and overfed with the rich food
which the fat-forming eclemeonts prevail. Com
constilutes too often the principal food, which
disposes to fat at the expenso of material for
bwlding up the frame. Tlus last 18 the 1mportant
puint—to maka all the bone and muscle possible,
securing & elout, iarge freme that will sustan
without difficnlty the load of fat which all good
breeds readily put on. This secured, & greater
degreo of health and vigour will zesult, with moro
wholesome fat and a better proportion of sweeter
and wore wholesome flesh. The profit wikt also

ration, liko corn, is made ths solo, or ovon tho
principal food. Daring the fattening period corn
is botler disposed of by the more vigorous systom
sund a greator amount is consumod. It is only
preparing tho animal in the bost way to do the
best, adapting the food to tho end.

 T'hefood must bo largely of & nitrogenous ohar
actor. Forluvately wo may hiave an abundanco
of it and of considerablo variely. 8kimmed milk
stands, porhape, at tho head to start the young
pig. and way be continued with advantage to the
snd. My experienco for many years has shown
that the pea is tho best grain for promoting
growth of bono and wuscle’ from the start and
continued with tho corn through th~ fatiening
period. Tt used {0 bo a common practico here to
grow peas for this purpose, usunlly somo oals
being grown with them Heavy crops wore
grown in this way, and made & chosp aud suitablo
food in conneotion with milk and grass. Iu a dry,
time whon the grass was short, occasional cut-
tinge of clover and othor green food were given.
The hogs nover were confined to tho pen during
the summer, vut allowed a freo rango of pasture
for oxercise and fresh sir, and tho rosult was a
large, well-developed frame and vigorous health,
fitting them perfeotly for tho fattening period.
Finer and better fatted animals were not easy to
find, bearing well on their largo, stout frame all
the fat that could bo put upon it,

. Contrast this with what iwe too oflen seo—the
young pig shut up in a dark, close pen, drenched
 with filth, and fed almost exclusively on corn,
too feeble to bear the unwholesome fat it makes
under such ciroumstances, failing to atlain the
sizo dnd weight it would under more favourable
conditions. The hog should be treated in o 1a-
tional way, not like the filthy animal he is Leld to
be. By nature he is disposed to be more cleanly
than we givo him credit for. If he bas the bad
habit of wallowing in the mire, ke has the desire
of seouring coolness by it, which his hop nature
requires.”

FALL OR WINTER FLEDING.

————

An Jows exchange calls attention to the fact
that many farmers in that regon will give up
feeding spring pigs in the winter for the next
spzing market and fatten in the fall for early win-
ter market. That is well, and we like it all the
better becanse 1t comes from experience. These
farmers have tried it and found to their satisfac-
tion that it 1s not the profitable source. Probably
the obief cause of this is the enbanced wvalue of
the corn as compared with the price & fow yeats
ngo. When corn sold for iwenty-five cents it
made just as much pork as when it sells for fifty
cents per bushel, but the margin of profit to the
man who feeds 1t to his hogs ic not aslarge, un-
less the price of pork corresponds to that of corn.
That is one very important factor in bringing
abont this changed condition of things; indeed it
is the factor. Something besides the onhanced
value of corn enters into the problem, and that is
the thermomster, or rather the temperature. AY
hive animal has a certain normal temperature
which must be mainiained. When the atmos
phere is warm as during the summer and aatumn
there will be no great demands made on tho food
of the animal in maintaining his normal tompera-
fure. Consequently the man who feeds his ani-
mal a bushel of corn in October will get = very
much larger increase in the weight of the animal’
than he who feeds & bushel in January. In the
cold weather the animal uses up a certain large
per cent. of his food in keeping up tho Leat of his
systom, and after that is done the balanee will go
to adding to his prowth. Now it is clear that if
15 takaes ten per cont. of the food to maintain his

be griatar on the fuud than v ero a fat-formng

temperature in Oolober, and thirty por cent. to do

the samo in January, the animal will fatten muoh
faster in tho mild avtumn than 1n tho coid winter.
Honco it is for tho intercat of tho farmer to have
early pigs, feed aud fatton for early market, If
early pigs can be mado to dress 276 to 825 pounds
or ovon more than that in oxcoptioual cases, by
tho holidays, it is much bottor than to feed all
winter for the spraog markat, unless tho prico of
hogs is very much ligher in spring than in
autumn,—Firmer's Reviae,

CLOVER FOR HOGS.

T would not undortake to summor hogs without
clover. During this season olover takes the place
of corn. Hogs liko it bottor than any other grass,
nud do better oun it. A clovor fiold is as noar
heaven as & hog can over get. A clover patch
in blossom is 8 hog’s paradise. There he finds
that perfeot peace and fulness of joy which mon
finds not outside of bowers elysian, Nor is olover
o more expensivo food than corn ; on the contrary
I beliove that it is tho choapest food that won be
provided for hoge. Ii is true that whero the
growth is luxuriant, as it should be, the hogs will
drag and trample down part of it, but this is not
loat by any mesns It will becomo incorporated
with the soil and add to its fertility. The soil
will bo enriched by tho swine manure left on the
ground in addition to this. The truo value of iog
wmanuro ie not recognized. Bomo farmers enden-
vour to eave the solid excrement, bat no effort 18
made to save the liqguid manare. Yet careful an-
alyses and praotical experiments have proven that
tho liquid mavnure, while not so great in bulk as
tho solid.' is of so much botter quality that the
volue of eaoh ig about tho same. While the hogs
are pasturing the olover, both solid and Liywid
manure asre put on the ground at no oullay of
woney or labour on the part of the farmer. 1
consider the fertility thus added to the land a
largo rent for it; and T got that rent in cash in
tho inorease in the two succeeding orops of corn.
Clover is the thing for hogs in summer, and
clover sod corn the thing for hogs in winter.—
John M. Stall, in Prairie Farmer.

SHEEP HOUSES.

W. D. Boynton, of Shiooton, Wis., writes as
follows to the Farm and Garden: i}
¢« Judging from what we saw during s recent
trip through this part of tho Rtate, it scemed as
though most farmers bad an ides that any place
8 sheep could crawl into was all that they required
in the way of housing. In many cases we saw &
sort of half basement under tho barn floor, three
or four feet high, used for & sheep-stable, and into
theso low places the sheep were crowded so that
there was only forty or fifty cubic feet of air for.
each animal. Theso same farmers were willing
to allow 000.0r 1,000 cubic feet to a horse, and
690 to 600 cubio feet to a cow. According to this
appointment a sheep should have at least 150

oubio feet of spaco.

«Tn our experiencesheop will not bear orowding
or cloge confinement as well as most other ani-
mals. The heavy coats they wear would indicate
an &daptability to cool, reomy quarters, or even
open exposuro, rather than small, low pens, Thoy
axe less troubled with ticks when given plonty of
room and puro air. If nothing better can bo
afforded, a broad pen covered with straw would

answer the purpoeo, and be n great improvement
on thoe ¢ creop-boles ' so common throughout the

country,”

Havr millet and bhalf corn ground fino will
make better pork than corn alone. It will have
a betler proportion of leun, and the pigs will be
bealthier while fattening. Ground millet is a very
appropriate food fur youny pigs, giving them a
largo and muscular frame.




