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The season for lomilies ais the brevity af life and the flight
ai tine lias oncde mort came.

Honilies on these tapics are often trite and nearly always
misleading.

Tinte dots flot fly any fater than it ever did. Tine bas
travelled at exactly the rame rate rince tht days oftAdamt.

It is quite true that humant lite las been cnnsiderahly
rhortened ince Metbuselah's tinte, but an average lite even
naw bings great apportunities. A vast autaunt ai good or
evil may be dont in a single day. Some men can do a gond
deai ai mirchiti even ater tea.

Homilies on tIe hrevity ai human flie sametimes leave tht
impression that lite is sa short no ont need try ta accomplish
anvthing. 'Mort ai us are idît enough and lazy enaugb witb-
ont beating humilies ni that kind. The lact is, we have alun-
dance ai tinte ta be good and ta do gond.

'0 NVE Tilli' TIN~ IME THREIS.

It dots flot take any langer ta lie in gond humour than ta,
he suly. A civil answer can be given in just as short a time
as a rude ane. A polite man consumes no mare ime in
beifig polite than a boor dots in being baorish. Tht trutb
can generally lie tald in much lers time than a lie. No more
time is nceded for ant honest business transaction than tor a
traud-usuially not bal as much. We have plenty ai time ta
be gond, if vie are inclined thai way.

In tht matter ai doing gond lack ai tinie is pehaps tht
least oftour lacks. It is not because we have no tinte that we
do nut prav like Abrahamn, or lead like Mares, or sing like
David, or soar like 1lsaiab, or preach hike Paul.

Abrabam's prayer for Sodoi can be read slowly in îwo
minutes. It is a much beter prayer than tIare long anes
that begin before creation and came down tbrougb tht ages
for hall an bour.

Perhaps David wrotc tht twenty-thirni Psalm in ten min-
uts. fle crainly did flot take a muntb atili. Tht internai
evidence makes iî iairly clear that it was " struck off at a rit-
ting," if %oe may use a modern expression. But there it is-
six verses that have cheered the heants ai millions ai God's
saints, living and dying. It is not lad aif ime alone that
prevents ail modern pacits ram wriing Psaims like David's
twenty.tbird.

Paul didn't need a îwelvemonth ta wake up tht Athenoans-
Ht did it in ont short speech. They wanted somtthing new,
and lie gave it ta thent.

It didn't take im a week ta malt Fe!ux tremble. Ht
shook up the gavernor in one address wth tIrcetPonts-but
they were points. Ont magtiificent aratioui almost persuaded
Agrippa. lit is flot very long, but iL is ont ai tht best ex-
amples of igh clars oratany in tht wold. Paul cauld make
an impressiort an a leathen Roman Governor in ntucb les
tîme tlan it tales srme modern minirters ta wind up a ser-
mon or begin a tea-mectîng speech.

Tht plain trull i tht matten is, lack ai tinte is tht Ieast
seriaus ai aur troubles. Licd af inclination, lack ai beani,
Iack ai abiiity, lack ai purpose, lack af perpe ual motive power
hindens mort oaiois mach mare than lad aif lime. Lite may
lie short, but it ir quile long enough ta do a large amaunt of
gond, ifiwe bave the inclination anO abîliîy to do gond.

Wlho has rot notîced the vast aniount af mîrchief sm
men dan do in a day ? Yau neyer hear a very baad man cont-
plain about tle brevty oa ifle. Ht urlîzes lis ime and gels

is work put in, and treinre be bas nathing to comptaIn
about.

V'ou migît endow a chair in ane ai tht colleges in les
than tour days if you have the nioney and tht inclination ta
give il. Al yoii need do is go ta the telephone, ring up ont
af tht Principals, tell hum your nentions and send alang tic
cheque next mail. Il dotro't take long ta cndaw a chair if a
man bas tht r.zanty and a heant ta give il.

A lew minutes are qîste long enaugli ta arrange tor tht
support ai a mîssianary in India or China. Al you need do
is communicate wiîb tie Foreign Mssion Commîtîce and rend
the nnney ta Dr. Reid. It is tht sîmpiest thing in the wotid
ta endow a chair or sustain a foreign msrionary if yau have
the maney and are afixiaus ta invest it in that way. Thtre
are no long, tedious sîeps sudh as have ta lie taken in matrers
af diplamacy. Vais can tndow bal a dozen chairs and rend
out a dozen missiananies long befone Great Bi3ntain and tle
United Sjales setule that aid quarnel about seal. You may
do any amount ai gond work in tle Churcl betore tle Gov
erniment get recipraciîy witl tht United States or Sir John
Thompsan winds up the scbaol business wiîb Manitoba.
Ye5, " dean tiends," as tht preachers say, titre is any amaunt
ul time ta, do good.

Four mare daVs this vear 1 1How nîany pon people could
you help in less than hall af that ime? It dots flot tike
many minut ta call on Vour groder on meat man and order
rame gond things for a itumben of pour tatxiies. You cati do
it in ten minutes. ht would nutltake you long ta slip ont
quietly aten dark witli a bundle af cltIes ionram e poor man.
Tht walk will do you gond and ilht work will -bring yan more
biessifgs than a monh's small tal about churches and min-

i$tens aud meetings, and rocîtier and associations, and con-
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ferences and conventions, and committees and dhurci courts,
and calîs, and al tht other ecclesiasticai gossip wth which
the church is deluged.

Any mani who wints ta help bis neighbaurs can easily find
time.

A ni ln needs no mare timie ta bce good and iieini than he
needs ta bc a nuisance. A waman needs no mure timte ta bce
God's nablest wrk-a true woman-tban she nteds ta be a
Tartar or a fool.

Wt ail have mare tome than we make a gond use ai. Lt
us stop whining about tht brevity ai time and use what we
have. Sa ft as humant cyt can sec saine people have to
inuch time rather than toa little.

SKETCHES OF TRA VEL IàV EUROPE.

BW RF.V. F. tWALLACE WAtTS, DSc., OF KNOX CHURCIt,
OWEN SOUND>.

(Concluded.)

HERE MAND TIERE 1N ItOLLANI).

Holland, Hallowland, tht Netherlands, Pays Bàs-and
hy whatever namne known-is, perhaps, tht mc'st remark3ble
region an eaith. Everything is fresher and stranger than
elrewbere. Napoleon ptetended he annexti tht country
because it was the debris ai French i rvets. No doubt tht
soafi s iornîed of alluvial deposits, but tht delta so created
is tht mast wonderfui ander tht sunt. Mani is here indtbted
ta nature for nothing. The great plains, intersected wth
silent water.caurses, are bis wark. Tuwns and rivets and
vast stas are under his contraI, and the wind itseli dots his
bidding. Foreign wriers have thrawn ridicule on Halland,
partly becarvse ai its small sue, and partly because ai its
cbaracteiistics. lButler, tht Authar ai - Hudibras,"
descibes it as

A land that rides at anchor, and is nioot'd,
In whicb thcy do nat live, but go aboard.

The laws ai nature are reversed. There is an injunction
against building an tht sand ; but in Halland every hanse
bas ta be built an tht sand, and a wholecocastlint is held
tagether by straws. Tht sea is everywhere higher than tht
land, and the keels ai tht passing ships -arc igher than tht
chimneys ai tht bouses. Thent is littie or no wiood in tht
country, but whale forcesshave been bîiri cd in tht shape ai
piles. Except, perhaps, in tht island ai Unk, tItre is nat a
stone ta bce iound ; bat artificiai mounitains ai granite,
brought tram Norway and Sweden, have been enected ta
serve as bariers against tht sea. By mieans ai windnmills,
aiways prescrnt ini a Dutcb landscape, tht air is made la pay
toîl. Tht trees gnaw and the rivets ru just as tbey P.re
wentd ta grow or run. Air, earth, and water are under
contraI, and the resuit is-Halland.

WVbcn M. de. Arouet, known as Voltaire, exercistd bis
wit, on inking leavt ai tht country, with tht words,
IlA udieux ! canaux, canards, canaille," be daubtless tbought
bc bad raid sometbing offensive. Those, hawever, who gave
themsçelves tht name ai "Gueux" wauld nat bt much
offended with tht sarcasm ai tht Frenchman who îhougbt
Shakespeare ball a fool. It mav bc sately said that nowhere
on tht continent ai Europe will tht American traveller bc
better received thnn in the land ai tht ltgendary Mynheer
Van Dunck. Tht men are flot demanstrative, and tht
wamen are flot iorward, but men and wamen and cbildren
pay every attention ta a stranger that can bt expected. Hal.
land, thaugb af insîgnificant area-being scarcely larRer
than tht caunty ai Vorkshire-bas a history ai greater
interest than States ai mare imposing dimensions. She bas
bad ta keep perpetual watch and ward against the forces af
nature itsd1f; and any lack of care may entail disastrous con-
sequences, sucli as when, inl 142t, a tract ai land near Dort
was submierged, with seventy smill towns and villages, and
ntaxlyicio00,00 persans perished i thet l3od. At home sIc
bas had ta make beroic resistence and beroîc sacrifices
against iareign tyrants, and abnoad ta meet enemies aimîng
at ber existence. ' nd in ail cases she bas shown berâelf
equal ta tht tark imposed upon ber. Toail British people
the lttle kingdom af the Netbenlands bas special attractions.
Tht Dutcb bave stood side by side with us fighting for tht
liberties af Europe, and when oppased ta us tbey have
praved thertseives a wortby fat.

THE DYKES OF HOLLAND.

Herc, il human cetre were wihdrawn for six months, tht
1whole ai tht law lands would bce under tht sea again. A
-corps ai engineers called Ilwaterrtaat J" cantinually employed

ta wach tht waters and ta keep in constant repair tht dykes,
wbich artarmed ai dlay at the bottam, as that is more water.
proaf than anything cire and thatcbed with willows, wicb
are bere grown exttnsively for the purpose. Il the sea
passes a dyke, ruin is imminent ; an alarm bell rings, and tht
wbole population run ta the rescue. Tht moment one dyke
is even menaced, tht people bein ta build anoîher inside
t, and then rely upon tht double delence, whIlst tbey fotity

tht aId anc. But ail thein carit bas flot preserved tht islands
i Zealand. Three centuries aga, Sdcý 9 uwen was entireiy
tsubmerged, and evcîy living creature was drowned. Soon

ater, Noordt Beveand was submerged, and rtmained for
severai years entirely under water, only tht points ai tht
chunch spires being visible. Walcheren was submerged as
laie as x8o8, and Tholen tven in t825. It bas been aptly
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asserted, that the sea te the inhabitants of Halland is what
Vestivîus is ta flirre dcel Grco. De Amicis says that the
Dutch have three enemies-the sea, the lakes, and the rivers ;
they repel the sea. they di y the lakes, and they imprison il e
rivers ; but with the sea it is a combat which neyer ceaseF.
The enormous expense incurred i the construction and
maintenance ai the 1.550 miles ai sea.dykes now existing
niay be imagined. Thte cost of construction is netotcver
estimated at 150,000,000 guilders or /'i2,5oo,ooo. As ini the
case af Scatland, the character af thetitoiaay bas cxtrcistl
a niarvellous influence on the inhabitants theîiiselves ; and',
on the other hand, perhaps, ne people lias se extensive>y
nioditled the condition afi as territary as the Dutch.

The inhabitants af Holland enjay religiaus as well a-,
political liberty. The total numiber ai Protestants is about
two million and a hall; with about hall that nunib:r of
Roman Catholics. The Dutch Reiarmed Church is by far
the largest Prntestant body. The variaus denominations
are ail subsidized by the State. The total amount thus
expendcd annually is seventy thousand pounds, sterling.

AT nak~:r
Our marning at Dortrecht was very delightiul, and ht is

a thoroughly charming place. Passing under a dark arch-
way in a picturesque building ai Charles V., opposite the
hotel, we iound ourselves at once an the edge af an *immense
expanse ofishimmering river, witli long, ricli pîlders beyni 1,
hetwecn which the wide flood breaks into three different
branches. Red and whe sails flt down them. Here and
there rise a fine ai pollard willows or clipped elmis, and now
and then a church spire. On the nearest shore an ancient
windmill, coloured in delicate tints of gray and vellow, sur.
mounts a group of white buildings. On the leit is a braad
esplanade <f brick,' lir.ed with ancient bouses, and a canal
with a bridge, the long arms ai which are ready ta r-ien at
a totich and give a passage ta the great, yellow.masted
barges, which are already half intetcep.ting the hright, ted
house-fronts, ornamented with stone, which belong ta sanie
public buildings facing the end of the canal. With what a
confusion ai merchandize are the boats laden, and bow gay is
the colouring, between the aId weedy posts ta which they
are moored ! Dortrecht is about ten miles fram Rotterdam
an the railway between that city and Breda, and is quite
an important commercial city, having a population af about
30,000. We visited the church in which the Synod af Dort
was held.

An Assembly ai the Reformed Dutch Church, with deputies
tram France, Switzerhind, Scatlaîîd, and England, called ta
decide the theological différences existing between the Armen.
ians (or Remonstrants) and the Calvînîsts, was held bere dur.
ing :6i:8and 16i9. More than those in any ofithe o:ber towns
af Holland, do the little wattr sttetts ai Dortrecht tecalt
Venice, the houses rising abruptly frram the canais, only the
luminous atmaospbere and the shimmering wat, changing
colour like a chamnelcon, are wanting.

An excursion should be made tram »ortrecht ta the
castle ai Loevestine an the Rhine, where Grotius, imprisoned
in 16ig, was concealed by his wite in the cbest wbicb
brought in bis books and linen. It was conveyed safely out
af the castle by her courageous maid Elsje van Honwening,
and was taken at first ta the house ai Jacob Daatselaer, a
suppased friend af Grotius, who relused ta render any
assistance. But bis wiie consented ta open the cbest, apnd
tht philosopher, disguised as a masan, escaped ta Brabant.

Our next point was Rotterdam. It is only two hours
distant tram tht sea, and the channel is deep enougb for
vessels drawing twenty-twa f tet of Yater. Rotterdam owes
its prasperity ta its admirable system ai barbours. Tht
central part ai the river irantage is lined by a braad quay
called the Boompjesri,a the trees with which it is planted.
Here and there a great windmill reminds vou unmi*stakably
ai where you are, and the land streets are intersected
everywbere by water streets, the carniages being constantly
stapped ta let slips pass tbraugb tht bridges. Tram-
ways, introduced in :88o, are gradually extended ta varions
suburbs. While some fine or ten Protestant» denamina-
tiens, the Roman Catholics, the aId Roman Catholics, and
tht Jews are ait represented in Rotterdam, none ai the
ecclesiastical buildings are of prîmarv architectural interest.
We went ta set the pictures in the museum, bequeathed ta
the town by Jacob Otto Bayman, but did nat admire them
mach. h takes time ta accustonn ane's mind ta Dutch art.
Well, we leit Rotterdam and tbankfully felt aurselves speed.
ing over tht flat, rich lands ta Gouda ; bere we saw a great
cheese market, for the Gouda cheese is esteemed tht best
in Holland. From here it is only a bni jnurney ta the

1Hague, twa miles inland tram tht German Ocean. It is tht
most handsomne, fashionable, and the mast modera-looking
tawn in tht Netherlands. Bread and regular streets,

Irxtensive avenues and drives, and spaciaus squares well-
1planted with trees, are tht main features ai its general

plan ; large and beautiftl buildings ire numerous ; and the
population consists for the mast part ai Government
officiaIs and members ai the nabilîty, tht army, and tihe
navy. Thetotwn is still se small that it seems ta merit the
name ai " the largest village in Europe," which was given ta
it because tht jealousyaofailier towns prevesited
its baving any vote in tht States General tili tht time ai
Louis Bonaparte, who gave iL tht privileges af a city. The
centre ai the Hague, bath historically and topographically, is
the buildings ai tht court. A handsome Golhic building, willa
towers at cadi corner of the, facade, çoný&ins tht g!eat 41i1


