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mission fund, and a vote of thanks passed to him as to the other re-
elected officers.  On motion of Ald. johuson, the thanks of the con.
regation were tendered to Mr. Selwyn, and the choir of the church
or their very efficient services during the past year. It was decided
to distribute the mission fund of the Management Committee as fol-
lows: Home Missions, $180 ; Foreign Missions, $125; Montreal
College, $50: Manitoba Coliege, $40; Aged and fafitm Mims
ters' Fund, $66 ; Widows and Orphans' Fund, $30; French Evan.
gelization, $70.  The amount cullected for missivns during the past
year was $603.10, Messrs. F. Hoosack and 1. H. P. Gibson were
elected auditors. ‘The following were elected members of the Man.
aging Committee for the next three ycars: Messts, R, Uglow, R,
Stewart, G, Soider, G. J. Dewar, Dr. Hutchisun. Alfter the meet.
ing Mr. James Clarke was re.clected r%airman, and Mr. J. H.
Thompson, Secretary of the Managing Comuuttee,  Refreshments
were served by the ladies at the close of the meeting.

The annual meeting of St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, Mon.
treal, was held Jast week in the basement of the church, Rev. J.
Baiclay, the pastor, in the chair. The secretaty, Mr. Greenshields,
resented the annual report, which showed the past year to have

en most successful in every respect, after which the clestion of
officers was proceeded with. The old Board of Trustees was re-
clected in 1ts entirety, viz.: Andrew Allan (chairman) Sir Donald A.
Smith, Alexander Mitchell, John C. Watson, G. B. Greenshields,
Alexander Ewan, John Hope, and J. Burnett. Votes of thanks
were passed to the various officers and to the chairman, Rev. Mr.
Barclay, who in the course of his reply referred to the fact that there
was not sufficient accommodation for Presbyterians in the west end,
and to meet this want in some degree the Presbytery committee would
present a report advising that theiwr church, St. Paul's, be requested
to start a Sunday school 10 the west end.  After a short prayer, the
meeting adjourned.

The aonual meeting of St. Paul's congregation, Carluke, was
held on Friday, 17th inst. Reports from the various boards in-
dicated a good measure of suctess io all departments. No new rames
were added to the roll during the year. The Sabbath school has
grown rapidly, and has given thisty four dollars to the boys’ school
at Pointe-aux-Trembles. The ladies of the Woman's Foreiga Mis-
sion Society report $100 in addition to a bale of gosds for the Ia-
dians valued at $7i; while the Mission Band raised $21, besides
sending Heished work and material to the Indians. Inclusive ot $43
for the Gible Society, our seventy-three families contributed $652 to
the Schemes of the Church  During the past year a manse was buiit
at a cost of nearly $2,200, and over $g00 paid on it. The total
amount contributed for all purposes is $2.635. After the busiaess
meeting a very pleasant hour was spent in conversation while par-
taking o1 the good things provided by the ladies.

The annual congregational meeting of Calvin Church, Pembroke,
was held on the evening of Monday, January 13th. The vanous de.
artments of the congregauion’s wotk were reported upon. The fol-
owing facits and fAgures are gathered from the report :  There are
272 names oa the communion roll, thirty-two of which were added
duting the year. \Vithm the last twenty maonths the number of mem.
bers has increased by 142, Tuere are 173 tanubie, and sixty single
persons not connected with the families.  The Sabbath school roll
numbers 317 with twenty-two teachers. The Woman's Foreign Mis.
sion Society raised $250andthe Mission Board $84. The ordinary
revenue amounted to $3,000 and, after meeting the expenses of the
year, $132.15 remains as a balance on hand, The amount raised for
missions was nearly $80o. The Woman’s Working and Benevolent
Society raised $413 64 and has $285.55 on hand. Three thousand
dollars were paid on the Church debt.  Total payments for all pur-
poses: $7.213. Office beasers for the year were elected and the re-

orts ordered to be priated. The salary of the pastor, Rev. G. D.

ayne, B.A., was oy unanimous vole increased by $200, making 1t
$1,400 with maose.

The annual meeting of the Barrie Preshyterian Church was held
last week, and in spiteof the inclement weather there was a good
attendance of members. The Rev. D. D. McLeod occupied the
chair. After the meeting had been duly opened the various reports
for 1889 were submitted and confirmed. The retiring managers,
John Davidson, Henty Harper and Dr. W. A. Ross were clected
for another term of three years, and Messts. J. J. Brown and }. H.
McKeggic were re-clected auditors. The resignation of Mrs. iein-
rich as orpamst was then laid before the meeting, whereupon it was
resolved that an expression of regeet be conveyed to Mrs. Heiorich
that she is compelled by circumstanges to sever her conaection with
the church, and also that a hearty and sincere testimonial to the de-
votedness and diligence with which she has for the past seven or
cight years filled the position be tendered her.  The sum of $50 was
voted her, as a more substantial token of the congregation’s regret at
ber departure. The business of securing another organist was Ieft to
the managers and Session. The last transaction of intetest was the
tesolution that the Church celebrate their anniversary this year by
special Sabbatb services conducted by some prominent divine, and
by = congregational meeling the following evening. This will pro-
bably take place aboutthe beginniog of February.

The Rev. Dr. Fletcher acted as Moderator at the annual meeting
of the congregation'of Erskine Church, Hamilton, which was held
last week. The congregation is at present pastorless. The report
of the Sunday school showed an average attendance of 1g6. The
collections amoanted t0 $215.69, of which $150 went to missiuns
and $56.59 to the general school expenses.  Rubert Andersoo, sec
retary, presented the seport. The Ladies® Aid Sosiety has raised
$214.38 duning the past year, of which $205 was paid to tbe church
managers. The Missionary Society collecied $79.88, and has a bal-
ance on hand of $52.38. The total nuner of members on the
church zoll at the cad of the year wa; 213.  The following is the fin-
ancial statement, showing receipts for the yeor of $2.408.15. the cx-
penditures being $2,400.08, leaviag a balaace of $5.07 on hiand. The
total coliecctions for the year amounted to $2,038.45, and the aver
ape collecuion was $19.97. _The several seports werc adopted. Votes
o%th:mks wete tendered (o John Patterson, the secretasy, the Boad
of Management, the choir, and Miss McBean. The retiring man-
apers were john Stater, W. D. McLaren, J. Patterson aand W. Me-
Cficland. John Gricves, Alex. Hay, James Pickard and George
Harper were clected managers.  W. Brown aod James Souter were
appointed auditors. W, Brown was re-clected secretary-treasurer of
the Mussionary Society, and James Souter and George Harper were
clected directors of the Missionary Society. Miss McBean was re
appointed orgauist.

The annual meeting of Kuox Church congregation, Portage 1a
Prairie, was held last week and was fairly well attended.  After de.
votioual exercises by the pastor, Mr. S. R. Marlatt was called to
the chair, and the business of the meetiaog was proceeded with, The
anncal financial statemeat of the church was presented from which we
glean the following figures. Receipts: Cash on hand, $78.75;
weekly offerings, cavelopes, 1,440.50 ; weckiy offerings, open col-
lections, $853.40; subscriptions and vanous other revenucs, $913 ;
total, $3,285.65. Expeaanditure: Pastor, carctaker, pulpit supply,
cte., 1,811, 385 buildiog, $755 manse, $237; missioas and col-
iege, $162 3 music cxpenses, $42-56; printing and stationery, $25.-
80; wood, 76.S03 iaterest, $472.307 insusance, $264.46 ; sundry
accoants, $9045 ; balance on band, $27.10; total, $3,285.65. The
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following officers were elected ;:  Managing Committee, H. S. Pat

erson, chaitman ; [. Pitblado, secretary 3 W. W. Miller, *seasurer;
A. D. McKay, T. B. Miler, E. Lyal, D B. Haana, and [. S,
Telfer.  Auditors, John Hunter and R, S. Thompson. Iincourag-
ing reports were received trom the secretary of the Managing Board ;
from Mr. W. W, Miller an behalf of the “Sunday schaol and from
the session, the Chisuan Endeavour Suciety and figm the Missionary
Society.  Fuall and interesung reports were alsd received from the
Ladies’ Aid Society and the Wuman's Fureign Mission Society

Upon recommendation of the session a committee consisting of the
sessional managers was appointed to consider the whole question of
Church Psalmustry with power to employ a suitable choir leader. A
vote of thanks was also passed to the choir of the past year,

The annual meeting of the congregation of John Street Presby-
terian Church, Bellewille, was held 1 the lecture room last week.
The devotional exercises were conducted by the pastor, Dr. George,
after which Mr. Robert Tannahill was called to the chair. Mr
A. G. Northrup was appointed secretary. Reports from the differ.
ent socicties in connection with the church showed the congregation
to be 1n & very prosp+rous condition.  In moving the adoption of the
report, Mr. W. II. Ponton said nothing could be more satisfactory
and encouraging than the present condition ufthe church.  Although
a debt remains on the butlding, still it1s not formidable and all vb-
ligations have been met by the people. Mr. \V, Smeaton seconded
the motion, stating at the same ume that the regular contnibutions of
the church are tn excess of any previous year.  The treasurer’s report
shows that over $3.600 had been contabated far church purposes dut-
ing the year. The trustees for 1890 are: W, H. Ponton, R. C,
Ciute, A, G. Northrup, John Fonn and James Smith. The four
retiting members of the managing comnuttee, Thomas Ritchie,
Robent Tanvahill, U. E Thompson and A. Bigof§, were re elected,
while Capt. A. Waters was chosen to take t}%{)l = of \V, R. M¢-
Rae, who has removed beyond the bounds e congregation.
Hearty votes of thanks were extended to Prof. Coleman, A. Brigaall,
and the choir for their efficient service tn leadine the psalmody of
the church, also to the treasurer, Mr. A. G. Northrup, and the
chatrman for thesr services.  Tae mecung, whicn wis oae of the most
plesant 1a the hutury of the chureh, was clo.ed wita prayer by the
pastor,

The annual meeting of the congregation of St. Andrew’s Chuech,
Guelph, was held in the lecture room last week, and was fairly at-
tended. The pastor, Rev. J. C. Smith, occupied the chair, and Mr.
T. M. Till was appointed Secretary. Reports from the managers
were read by Mr. James Naismuth, Assistant S:zcretary-Treasurer ;
From the Ladies® Aid, ilome Mission and Ivy Mission Band, by Mr.
K. McLean ; from the Benevolent, Trustees and Dsbt Fund, by Mr,
O. Davidson; from the Woman's Fureizn Missionary Auxliary, by
Mr. James Anderson; from the Auditors, by Col. Higinbotham ;
from the Session, Sabbath School Association, and Missionary Com-
mittee, by the chairman. A statement was also handed in by Mr. R.
H. Bryden on behalf of the choir appealing to the congregation for
additional memhers to aid in the service of praise. The above re.
ports having been duly considered were adopted and ordered to be
printed aad distribated 1a the congreaation.  Manapers and ushers
for the current year were appuinted on motion, duly seconded. The
Secretary-Treasurer, Di. Kennedy, and his assistant were re elecled.
Maoagers—Thomas Jacksan, T. M. Till, Wm. Sinclair, C. Spalding,
W. A, Higinbotham, A Robertson, J. A Lamprey, Colonel Migin
botham, Henry Lich, W. H Toule, Alex. Mclntosh, K. McLezp,
Alex. Sinclair, J. A. Rass, J. S. Rogerson, [as.
Ross. Ushers —John A McLean, D.Montgumery, George Jef{rey,
Wm  Spalding, Wm. Saclair, W. A. Clark, J. 5. Rogers
Naismith, Byron King, W. A. Higinbotbam, Geo. Lamprey, fNicho-
las Jeffrey. Various subjects, affecting the future interest ni-ﬂ\c
conpregation were duly discussed. The missionary committee was
struck, with some new names in the personael, and the collectog
for the pas! year were re-appointed. A hearty vote of thanks to the
auditors, the choir, collectors, managers, sectetary, treasurer, and
assistant, other officials, and especially to the Ladies’ Aid for season.
able financial help during the past year, wete announced from the
chair and ordered to be put on record.  As expressed in the mana-
gers' report, the past has been a very prosperous year in the finances
of St. Andrew’s Church, the revenue from weekly collections exceed-
ing that of any former year in itshistory. The mecting was closed
with prayer by the chairman.

' Ia;.,

OBITUARY.

REV. THOMAS WITHEROW, D.D., LL.D., PRESIDENT OF MAGEE COL-
LEGE, LONDONDERRY,

The telegrams of this week announced the death of the above es-
tecmed clergyman and eminent divine, and as no doubl some able
psn will give to the public a fuller statement of the facts regarding
his hfe, yst as a member of his congregation for twenty years, and
as Dr. Witherow is well known on this continent, a few lines regard-
iog his early life maynot bs uninteresting.

Thomas Witherow was the son of a respectable farmer in the
county of Derry, and as was not uncommon with Presbyterians, one of
the boys was dedicated to the ministry. *

Mr. Witherow was called to the congregation of Maghera, 1n his
native county, and for twenty years attended clossly to what was his
fiest and last congregation.

When Magee College was opened, the subject of our sketch wag
chosen as Prafessor of History and Bastoral Theology, At this
time Professor Withcrow was well knowi s x writer and contributor
on historteal and theological subjecrs. -

His first publicauion was a lec.ure entitled ** Three Prophets of
Ou1r Owan,"” which was fulliwed by ** Th2 Apostolic Church,” and
his tract on the “Mode and Subjects of Baptism.”

‘“ The Apostoli. Charsh ™ and waik on ** Baptism ™ were given
as Icctares from the pulpit in the ordinary course of his ministry, and
the present writer had the privilege of hezaring them, and although
the coongrepation was a waral one, thv wsre mach app-eciated,
and when published passed throuzh several editions rapil'y, and ina
short ime were to be found in every clergyman's library.

* The Apostolic Chursh™ was replicd to in an able pamphiet by
the Rev. R baet Carso s, of Tobermore, son of the Rev. Dr. Carson,
the cminent Eaptist minister, ani for som: years the ncighbsurhood
was kept constanily in flame by aheated prlemic controversy,

Other large, able works followed from Dr Wilherow's pen, which
will live for generations after him,

As a preacher he was more didactic than pictorial, and although
his preaching was of the sub tantial kiad, it was never heavy or tedi-
ous. e was clear, pithy and forcible, and as an expounder of Scrip-
ture ot of the theology of the Reformation he had few cqaals X
heard a clergyman who sat ander his preaching for fiftcen years say
that he was oftcn amazed at the ability aad freshacess of his dis-
oourses,

D1, Withetow has been called away at 2 comparativiey carly age,
being only about sixty-six or sixty-seven. His amiable wife prede-
ccased bim some years 2go, and he leaves 2 family of six daughters
=ud one son. .

His brother-in law, Rev. R. G. Milliag, hasgaken his place inthe
college since the opening, It is hard (& 537 (zx’qwcn under any cir-
cumstances, but to say it over the grave oﬁonc from whose lips were
first heard the words of ctemal life is more’batter still,

*¢ Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord, yea, saith the Spirit,
from henceforth they do rest from their labotrs and theirfworks do

follow them.”
Teronto, a7tk Jar., 1890. THOs. KERR,

Naismith, Wi, |
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500 CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH OF JESUS.

GoLDEN Text.—Jesus increased in wisdoin and stature,
and in favour with God and man,—Luke ii. §2.

INTRODUCTORY,

The recorded incidents in the early life of Jesus are few. Not a
few in remote tithes wrote lependary accounts of the Lioyhood of Jesus
and so-called Gospels of the Infancy, but they were purely imaginary,
not only uninspired, but conspicuously destitute of tuth. The
litle that the inspired Gospel reveals is very interesting
and iostructive, and gives a plimpse of the boyhood of Jesus
that is eotirely accordant with llis sacred character. Soon after His
presentation in the temple, Joseph and Mary being warned of God in
a dream, took the young child and went into Egypt to escape the cruel
and murderous designs of Herod the Great who 1n his blind jealousy
commanded the slaughter of the innocentsin Bethlehem. After
Herod's death the Holy Family returned to their own land, and took
up their abode in_the town of Nazareth to which they formerly be-
longed. In this Galilean town, beautifully situated, Jesus spent His
youth and early manhood. Here the education of the man Christ
Jesus was received, and here the Divine Man was prepared for the
stupendous work Ie came from heaven to earth to accomplish,

1. Jesus’ First Visit to Jerusalem.—Jesus was very God and
also very man. As man he passed through all the experiences of
humag life, e was a babe at Bethlchem, He was a little boy in
Nazareth, ¢ The clnld grew and waxed strong io spirit.” His whole
human nature, bodily and mental, was sutject to the same law that
governs ordinary development. He waxed stcong. This would in-
dicate that e had a sound mind in a sound body. He fulfitled the
ordinary duties appainted Him and all the while His tatellectual and
spintual nature was expanding, this being fitted, when the proper
time came, for the complete fulhilment of His great mission. (gn the
boyhood life of Jesus, as always, the divine favour rested, for we
are told that **the grace of God was upon Him.” The lile of Jesus
was a perfect life, therefore God could look apon Him with com-
placent delight, and His grace was given IIim 1n richest measure.
The best blessing a boy can wish for is to have the grace of God upon
him. Inoutward circumstances, in Ilts home life the conditions of
Jesus’ youth were the best possible for fiting Him to be the atoning
and intercessory High Priest, the mediator between God and man,
the man, Chust Jesus. The law required that the adult males should
assemble at Jerusalem three times a year on the great feast days, the
Passover, Pentecost and Taberoacles. It was the custom of Joseph
and Mary to attend the Passover celebraiiun every year. When Jesus
had reached His twelfth year He accumpanied them to the celebra-
tivn of this great religious festival, that commemorated Gud’s deliver-
ance of His people from Egyptian bondage. What fullows makes it
plan that Jesus was deeply interesied in the sacred services of that
commemorative week.  When these were uver the cumpanies of wor-
shippers had set out oo their homewaid journey, but Jesus was not in

. the company. It was not from boyih thoughtlessoess or mere wil-
. folness that He stayed behind. He was so deeply interested 1n what
‘He saw and heard that He remained probably unconscivus that His
relatives had departed.  They knew it not, but when e was missed

% they supposed that He had juined some qf the other companies of
+ returning pilgrims and expected that when they camped for the night
He would rcjoin them. Not finding Him they turned back and
sought for Him by the way. Not till the third day from ther de-
arture were they successful in finding Him. In thetemple precincts
here the men learned in the sacred law instructed theic pupils He

und in their midst ** both hearing and asking them questions.”

Tt Wwa$ ndc the pert precocity of a conceited boy that prompted Him
to la?: this; part in the proceedings of doctors. It was the custom
for pfpils\lq put questivns 1o their instructors that they might get
their dxmtz\tﬁ!!cs removed, and be the better able to comprehend the
truth taught.” It was a rematkable bov that these learned rabbis
bad eocountered. With the Scriptures He was familiatly acquainted
not oniy in the letter but the spuit. The answers He was able to
give to the questions of the doctors, and the questions he presented
to them in turn astonished them and all who heard them. = Nor was
it otherwise with Joseph and Mary, ** when they saw them they were
amazed.” Though they had seen Him daily they were not prepared
for this remarkable development of tlis progress in divine knowledge.
When He rejoined them the first words of His mother were those
of geatle reproach, *¢ Son, why hast Thau thus dealt with us 2  He
had always bsen a loving and obedient boy and this was the first
time that they had sorrawed because of Him.  She explains that this
father and she had sought Him with anxious hearts. In reply we
have the first ecorded sayinyg of Jesus, * How is it that you sought
Me? Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business? "
His mother in her question had spoken of s father in the ordinary
language of cvery-day life. Itisnot apparent that she had hitherto
referred to Him as being the Soa of God. Now o His answer it is
shown that He 1s conscious ot that relationship and fully understands
it. Did they not kn&%at the things of His Divine Father were
those about which I ould be.cmployed ?  Sonie would explain
this saying as if it meant, Waere dhoutiyo\ seck for Me, hut in my
Father’s house? To His eanthly Parents these words of Hi¢ were
mysterious. Tacy did nor und:rstand therr mcagi ¥ Near and dear
as He was to them, there wis a divine mysxcry-&c\mpissing Him
that they could aot comprehend. ~

Il. At Home in Nazarcth. —His visi to the temple and the
admication of the sablus and thair pupls did Him no harm.  Sub.
missively He returns to the humble bume at Nazateth, mindtul of the
fifth commandment. He tesumes His cusiomary duues, and patienily
awaus His Father's time, but He is suid about” His Father s businesy
in the quiet of home life and an the daily duties that fell 10 His Jot.
To His carthly parents He gives the honour and obedience that re-
lauonship and the law of God require. e was sabject unto them.
He know more than His paceats, bu He did aot mske chat an exe
cuse for withholding that hunout and obcdience which the laws of
God and nature sanciion.  To His mother He was ever an object of
tender solicitude. There were depths i His mysienious nature she
could not fathom, aad she kept i her heart these sayangs that aroused
her wonder.  And so the years went on.  Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature.  In nothing did the human life of Christ differ from that
of others, except that it was what no other is or was, absolutely sin-
less. As He grew in wisdom He also grew in favour with God and
man. To have the good will and good opinion of just and nightcous
people is to have something in itself valuable, but to have the favour
of God is the most precions of all blessings that young or old can
cnjoy on this carth. Three times did God testify of Jesus, * This is
My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS. .
Beaautiful 1s that youag life oo which the favour of God rests. *

The boy Jesus delighted to cagage ia the public warship of God,
He loved to inquire in His temple.

As a boy He felt the respoasibilities of life.  He had to be abont
His Father's business.

By Hislife Jesus tcaches us that He came not to destroy bat to
fulfil thelaw. It is told us kow he kept the fifth commandmeat.

Luke 2.
40-32.



