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CIIAi'R XII.
It was a lovely day, rtal liarvebl ventiler, wlaea Sir

Everard Duncoanic nnd lias tic.,> laille liu>s tuuli hir % va>
ta xte corn fielals to sec tlie ncw machine ai icurk.

Sir Everard %vas Coing up tia town that cvening, but if
was for the lait taie ; and tiien, tu flic clîidrcni's delaglt,
he badl promnises. ta cotait dawn for Cod, andi lac bats settled
lhant the liarvcst Home should cake place early in the tri-
suing week.

The corn-raeld presentcd a gay apî>caaance when they
reachea l a. The nev nmachaine,, drawaî by 110 tant haumus,
anal dtiven by tilt baiSaiT, vens caictiaag alung rtae tumti,
wath lte reapers ail runnmng la> the salle. 1,)own fell tlae

grain on ail sides, andl cager hanals cullecteal andl bossait
it up.

'%Vith a sitaut of joy, Ilumphrey %vas aamont; flcan, l.
acting every anc -andl alarauang Iaas faifaci 1-y cuaiiiauall> gel
tingin the îvay of tlic machine and li hohrsts.

ort course bc was flot long content %vitl su stahordinate a
p art in the proceedangs ; and came tu beg bas tailaer tu let

hinm aotnt up) on the fatie scat by flhc baaliff s sade.
Sir Everard assisteal hini Up), and the auachiane %vent oïl

again, followed l' thte reapers.

ilBy anal by, Sir Everrd looked athis watch, anloidc

dren Wvers sa happy, te had flot thc !:eart tai takec themi
away.

Il rhey are qiaite safe," hc rellectel, Ilwisth su nManly peo-
ple about ; andl 1 wcil senti N-aîganaa tu thcm, as 1 liass the
bouse."

Humphrey %vas-out of siglît, so, bar Lvcrard tutti .Miles
(who was playing wilh the Iltaie girl ai the loalge "j toloaak
out for Virzginie, andl tc say «*good.byc ' ur bî ain11 !Ism-
ptrey.

Little Males bli cap has lace tu fac kasscîl-a ahan .. ace il
was still-an'l said: - *1'ou'l came back soon, I*ardie, anal
flot go awéay any more?"'

IVer>' soion, rny darling; anal titn flot Icave yuia gain
tui next year I W'e'Il have gicat fun, andl you must bc a
good faie man, and flot get ail any more."

"l 1 romise, Faidie."
Sir Everard sanaleil ra cr sadly, kasse-1 tlic 4;hald oves andl

avez again, andl tben w. ',ied zwa>.
Whcn hc gaI tu the Cale, hie turneal round ta haave anc

more look aI the gay scent. Males %vas sitisanding
ishere lie had lett faim, gazialg ratier bis tailler, anal kiss-
ing bis band. lias was *.he promianent taguîc an the litre-
grounal, surrourdeal b>' the goluden coin. Away behinal hint
siretcheal the lovely lanalseape, andl an flac background mias
te machine returning ta its startang poant, follawçcd >' the
reapers. Humphrey, Sattang by the bailaif, bad now gaI the
reins an bis awn hanals, and was cliecrang on the horstes as
bc came.

Sa Sir Evezard Icit thean.
Excitemcnt cannai last for ever, anmal after a lame, Hum-

phrey go: tared af dravang, andl gai down ta play %viril lts
liattI brnther. Tbey followcd the machine once or twacc,
pickang sal the corn, but at 'sas bot work. andl they %vcnt tu
rest unrder tthe atge.

IlIt's vcry bot, cven itere," said Hiumphrey, takirag off
bis bat nnd fannang taimsaIS. 44 1hthn wa'lf go anal sit
uarder the f rec in the next fieldl, wbe-rc ive sat the Sunday
Ur.cle Charlie was hera. Coaie alazag."

They clîn.1led aver the gai*, anal made fûr tte trec, uh:îre
they sat an the grass.

Il Iow jolly Uncle Cha-rlies mtes wcrc,"* sîghed 11 um
phrey; Ilhow 1 cish wue coaul hatar temn ail aiver again.
Ré's a great puty father ever tlId me not ta climb the tlough
that sticks oui. hI wnuîd have beurn the vcry ting tu crawl

salang, like flic man in tat story. Fatthcr uays îî as zoiten
andl unsale. 1 titink te mussi make a misiaka, il looks as
strong as passible 1 "

Hae sighed again, -- nit thri 'sas a long pause.
Presently hc resuimea. IlI don't sec why we sitosalcn't go

andl look. It wcould bc So cao! by the piondl."
1Oh. 1 Humphic, pleasa dun't. Wc shalh hase aur 'Way,

anal Virginie 'sîli be so angry-."
"lBut I know ttc way qtite weli (rom herc, Mlilcs. Il

'sas only because we starîcal froan LIsoia's cottage iliat 1
lbat it bcfrcr."

IlBut Ilumphae, if 'e gel 'set again ' 1 prun:scti fatdic
floit tai gel iii.",

IlThe zan made Vou %set, MtaIe, nut tc imind andl ic'*c
faut Coing ta rmi ao-day. Look 'shat a blue sl,> -"

Thc two bsotbers gazeal uplvard. It was cicar ovcritcad,
but tbere %vas a suspicivus banal uS I.out:s i'. flic -a.ictance

'. 'rosc clouals won't cames duwn tilt nicit'* lumphrcy
observad. "lComa along. liés noa% ver> fair."

Il"ltcitr noté Hlumphie."
"I'm oily gaingta lok, iles. Whituae you afraid a!?"
IDon't i.noi, llunpii," arîswcred the litîla tcllaw,

wi:h a îiny édaalcc in bis voice; Ilbut please, don't Ict us

IlWeil, you neecin': came af you donait lîkc. 'IlI go aluna

-1 slta'n't be long."
But Miles did flot like being tcll in the field Say himîcl;

so with a sigitha gaCi vcp, andl put bis banad an tas bra:hct's.
li conte," ha said rcsigncdly.
"Tht's tiehl," saisi 1Humphrey ;ithcrc's notbîng to

bc alrlias af-as ter ? "
Il No," saisi thechiid ; but bis lace was roubleal, andl bis

voice still sitoat a tille.
Sa gaver tha grass tha twa tite brathlers wc'il, laand in

band, tailt in an asjoinani, field tbcy saw tlie waters o! the
pond glcaming like ilvcr in the sumsauer siahn Sidet-y
aida they -siood an its btink.

41Wc'c only going tia look, Ion knoir," saisi Tiumaphrey.
se crc ttc firsi words b h all spýokera lot »ane lama,

andl tley camne ro sudideaîly btua Messtartled as îhaay feUl
oaa file stili air. Thcy scemes tu rouie flic iaalîabitacnts of
fiaat seehideal silot, f9r hirds flcw out af the frec, anal boareal
nwvlt'%%'"th Q seatrea ciirup, %Xhlich fell %villa a inclatnclily

saîand on tlic citildri's cars ; anal a îi-ater.raî boundeal froin
asiter a lily-leai, anal plungeal watlt a duil sialasa int ant-
tier part afitflc poand.

Innuanserable ansects skimnned acioss the surface of tilt
watcr, anal anc or two becs draneal idly, as îhey det' front

crie water fil 1' ta anotlier.
Tl: branclaes ut the trec that stretcicah oves tlic tunal

dipi:esl its lui-tost leaves into the %valt îiilh a Steelpy
suusnd;, as the tarceze swayedl it Écnîly backward anal forward,
tlic %aterfaîmes daaicel liaghtly .%ilit tu aavenîent of flic

uiater ; n finl ltre lias river file îvian place a Sense o! re-
p>ose andl an asolation uhlacIa infeda the chlireat watts ils
dreantiness, kl«iag evtai Ilumphtey silcist, anal aaing
tite Miles fuel Sad.

Let's go, hluanlaie."
Suvt )et," anscd Iluatphrey, recacering fruits lais fit

ai abstraction, andl movaatg tow-ara the trac: "I 1 'ant la
lok ai flic branch. W~h?', iî's not luttera a lait 1 " lie ex-
claînied, a 'me txaatned as. I do believe il %viîl halai us
quise n-Cal'

lie clasîteal his arîtts roundl the trunk af the tree, anal pro*pelle 1 hinîseli upvéaral, îvhec te was sooan lost tu viaw in
Ille tiiet (nage.

Miles gave a little îgli ; te coutlI flot sitake off tlic melan-
chuly tlîat olapresseal him, anal lie was longingC ta gel aîi-ay
froan the place.
MI> rescially llumpitrey's zinging iaaagb 'as lacardf, anal
Miles. hookiiig ut), szxw hians cnawling aiong the brandi wltich

streclacal out aver ttc water. 1lis face 'sas flusteal, anal
lais cyes sparklang wash excatesîent, ana l ie wa-s utserly re-
gardîcîs of ftic slaiyering: anal staking af flic branch uaier
bas weighs. When hc had got out a certain distanîce te re-
lunta, and aliruwang hîs anms once miore ruuatd tha uîlaler
piart of the trunk, he raisasi hianseli ta bis feit anal stooci
upraglat, traumîmbant.

"'There! "hec exciaimea-" I've dont ii. Wha says it'-%
daaigcrous aiuw i hîs .as sala as sale cari te. conat titi
Miles. Yiu ca-n'î shinkl1mw jally it is!

Mîles dtec a long brcaih. 4 Must 1 rcally, rcally
comae?"'

il Why flot? 3-ou sec how easiiy 1 did if. Give me your
hianal, and 1*1l tnp youu up.'.

Bight anal beautafll cvas lthe asptect of ttecier boy, as
lac saoud aliove, ii tas graceful igure clearly defincal
against flic greena foliage, anc armi thrown caralassiy rounal a
faa>ugh, ana lt other uutàtretched ta itis faille biothez ; anal

-et)y luvely tila c.\pressaun afi 'sasttul uncertaina> on sthe lace
(Iil u >ousiger ana, as ha stoad bclaw, 'sitit his cycs Up.
raîscd ! t aiîaly tu lits brothez's face, anal bis hianals niez-
vously claspeal together.

Invoaintatafy hc sitrank tact a lits" andl there 'sas a
pause

lie lookcd ail arounal the secludeca spot, as if ta final
hclp, as if î dascover a looaphola wbacrcby te migitt escapa,
even at lthe cltvent hour. But te insecis idinimin" fromt
sala lt sia ai tht pond, sthe 'saier'hilies dancing gcnaly on
the surfact, we staîl the oaly animale things ta bc seen,
anal no Sound vvas ta be becard Save the dippar.g of ste traneh
ats, the waser, anal the sjtlasis If the active 'saier-rai.
The>- ci aie p)occlss tu hclpa tiant anal sie hc rasîgnel ilam-

self to l!umnphrey's m'il].
11 knuw 1 .shaiî br kilt, baut l'il coanc,* ha saidi; anal bc

'tls)l cut bis shaking littia banal.
Humphrey graspeil iî tighItal, anal gaI tian up by chegrees

tra thý samne level as tiansahf. Tien ha carcfully drotei
duwn itr bas banals anti knecs. anal balpeal Mies tu do t ha
saine.

Slucî 1> the), boita began toa rravc, anal grauhually titey
crawlcd along ttc tranch that stretcea over lthe vatr !
Changani, îighti> ciith at.rs anal legs, anal listcning 10 Hlun-
ptrcy's encoauging volea, litîle Miles setîleal himiseli an
lthe blanne in fancical secturity.

Humphrey gar close up tu a t behins, anal put Itis arms
rouna im . "lHurrah!" te shituea l;"bre wc bath
ara! '

Tbey bad been su engrosacl thaI they bail flot noticasi
ho', tte wcathcr haal elaudel aivez. Tte bat of clouals
tacy bail nalaccal 'sas nearly aver thei,' icasls, th air was te-
coming thiet anal oppressive, fat in tte distance cias lacard
tlic grawl ai appruacti:îg titunder, anal sorta big draps ai
zain fcil.

Humphrey rcmembered, %vitt a stait, lais fathen's injonc-
tions about M i!es, andi tita ill cfècets ai iteir iast advcntura.

IlVW must go tomne," ha caclairneal; andI, forgesring titair
î,craluus j.nsion, te moveal s0 sualdenl>, abit te ncaily sent
lias fatale birothier cil ttc brâanet. Instinctiveli' te raactcd
uiat hîs itana tu save hint, andl M.iles nearly ove:rbalanceal

iaselfian bis atempt ta cling ta il.
Tlacir combi:;ad mavecenis we to auch for the de-

caying wi-od alcdyr ing baneatb titir %ceigZht. Il
simyel-atstvereal - i creale . . . :and thrn wiih a

crash it broke fronts ils parent bail, !-and boys anal tranet
wsene prcipitated into the 'saler blaeow.

Sir 1E.veraral Duncombe.% pursned bis way tia flic stales an
laaving the itarict ficld, anal as tc passer] ttc bouse ha
calieal out la Virginie, wiho, 'as siîting at work in the
naus ry wmndow, ta go andi join tte cbildrcrn.

Gié tirtivinr, in Londç.-, te 'sent ta bis club for tis letters,
and, nicetînc z (riens! on tte steps, ttey 'saltea dawn
I'accadaliy sogetit, anal turned inta ttc pat ut Hy>de Parkn
Cornez.

Tmcy stoai by the ra-ilings for a litile Witea, warebinc the
surants ai carrnages, anal ibair gailï-dicssed occupants; but
i u=a vcry hot, anal alter a time Sir Evctrnid suat leave ai
tas <riens), anal stralleai ta'sard thc Serpentine, in scarch of
a lltle air.

Miie dchieey,. ever the sublect rizing sappetmast in bis
mind, occupied bis tbougtts as te waî.e along. lie 'son-

dereal ta tansai 'shcther bc 'oulal outgzow il, 'shethen a

wiinter abiroacl 'oulal set latit up, ana l filer il vouîd flot
be cvise ta bring bimi ta Location, anal show bilai ta ane ai thte
great cliesl doctors.

Thae siglît of tlic waters, as lac apVroncieh tilt: Serpentine,
zecalleai ta lIss tratIl pond at M arhains, anal the exîtedi-
tiun wuicia ll biners thte cause oi tit nisehief. lie rntenu.

Ibereal, wilh a Strc, laac nenr lie hâd lIefttfire cluilarens ta

flic ecnipting spot, fur flic pîondI 'as alniost wîitlain sigitt of
flic f'ield 'sIicre tîicy lucre icapiing.

Fra mtnent lie detasiea lcalier tie laad been îvise ta
trust hltinsplrey agaiat ; but flea te refleef cd liow soan Vir-
ginie mnusî haave joineal fiscan, anal low Mianly people fiacre
ivere about.

lIesiales tlic)- %vert <luite taken ut) uî'itb tlie rmailing, anal
sitan lie rcmeiabered Iais oiais severe ivords Iohmpry
anal tlielauy's prnitence anal remurse, tie coulaI Iardly fancy
lie îîuulul transpress agaisa.

Stili, lie coulal fia gel it out afIslis liea(], ansi as lic stoosl
walching ttc %vater. tie vistealftte 'sene sucla a t hing as fie

a Igic glass lie hlal re:ad tu IN'e chilaren about ; that te
m it sec as fanr as WaVasai, anal satisf'y laimsalt about

thliisu.
Hiad Iais %Vista l>en saUsflvd nt chat muonaent, ha îi'ould

hava Sen Iiumlrey anal Miles asîsiale on flic lutera
bougit, wiîh Shuslical anal exultant faces.

The samet change cf weaîlaer irnv took place as %-as tat.
inr, pace aI W'aielani. Umbrlf las anal carriageiaoaaIs 'scie
a. ikîy put uja, ansi ver soon lthe park %vas enty.

Sir Everard retraccal his stalas ta, iis club andc 'sas closlng
bis uiîîbrella leisurcîy in the liall, wlaen a telegram was put
inta his liaua.

he glanceal lsis eye tastily over it, anal titen dasheal into
tte street, and itailcal a liansoan.

IlWaterlou S.ation," te st'outed, as lie îtnecw itimschf
isita it 'aI double lare if you cateh thte train!1"

Ilustle anal confusion, though no doubi, uninteresting anal
unpuctical, are, certainly, aI sarcla limnes useful. They keep
the mina Itona dwclling fou nîuct an ttc paànful, anal finus
nul> uffthe sharp cales of the irsi Monent.

Sa il wias flot tilt Sir Everard %vas in tte train, anal tear-
ing sîuifily îlauogt quiarly ta %Varelaam, thai t e nalizeil tis
position.

TUSithen, bis thoupits bita ten entirely taken up cth
passing ibis carniage, aitaving that omnibus, or rounadirg

*zhat corner. lie hati chaecl aI ever>' stoppage, fumeal -nt
ever>' deîay, anal been able tu thint ai noîhang but 'stettez
or no lia shoulal catch flie train.

Anal now, tht aIrains over, te leant tact in lthe nailway
carniage anal exatincal ttc selegannt I eisure.

There. 'as flot inuci ta be Iearnst firai it ; il 'sas terle
anal unsatistacior>', lite niost messages of flie inal-jait
sufftciently decan nol ta quali alil hope, anal yet unalefineal
enaugli la gave reins ta tilt imagination. ht containeal
these cu'ords: "'An :accident bas tappeneal. Bath thte
young gentlemen ta-e fallen inz the punsa, but naittr are
drawned. Coin- clirectll."

Those ccto have ncad anal te reasi sucit missives, anal
vainiy cntleavouredl to extract surtmething front tlîem, will
bcst undetsstanl hîow Sir Everard tartucal tianseli during
the next quarser o! an tour. 'Migbî flot titis 6- a part af
thc trut, anali tue ss conceaical? ligt il iaI bctemant
as a preparasion ?

But, no-unesa tte massage sols) a deliberat,. falsetoo),
aaneither 'sea droirnes)." Wy, tfiera. bid alti comas
diîccsly, uî.ecss M e'condition afacr tis immersion in tte
waicr iu.as aIl lait liolealts. IlA ducking 'soulti not hurt
Hlumphirey," t neflececei ; lé soi course. il isMie.

hie ihougit ai Miles' fragile appearance as lie stocal in
tte corn-faild. 1 low littie'lie 'sas faîteal ti cape ciih sucit
an accident ! Fragile and i lusitea, wsith traces ci his laie
ilincis lingcririg about Isis lustrnus eyes, anal cohousless lips.

lie 'orket hianscîr is o a terrible stair ai anxicty as the
train neared WVaretant, andi rsalessly- lac laid tte 1Lîame ai
ttc accialena on evcsyatlaing anal evc,'ytod%.

Wh%'at business l'.aaliliey .il the pond? ta angriîy ques-
siotteai; il %ras ttc Most flagrant ici ai disobeciience on
Iiampharey's part te liad ever becard af.

For a moment bie fcil as ijîjie coula neyer forgive the boy
for sucit a haare!aeetd breacit ai tis commandl. Over anal
aver again hall Zéilcs's itealt, lueè even, laera endangcned
by If nmphrey's teedlessness

lhicalssness !-%i'îulness te feut inelined ta caîl il.
Ilcrliaps how.'sas 00indulgent. Sirictern masur es stoulal te
enforceal; tlia boy must ansi stoulal learn lt obcy. Hec btai

beens 'eak, buit bc irould bc so no longer. No purintcnt
coulai bc severe cnougb for Humphrey; anal punistai ha:
stauld ccrtainly t.

Thun lac titaugit pertaps il 'sas; toa muehtio cxp.-ct frôais
sncba a ynung arcatre, anal ta- Iean ta lay tte Sîlame air.
aters Virginie-crhy 'sas sita flot Ibert:? Wthy uid flot

ste prevent thein going ta ttc panai?
Evert tte reapais anal te hîailiff camec in for a stase of is

anger. Suncly, among 30 Manly people, somebady rnigt
hava prevcnscd ttc swa childrncnfro'no lcav'ing tae fieldi I

Btut, afier aul, hliamplirey 'sas ttc cic[e aflender, anal te
felt itc ougtt flot ta iry ta sticlbata, ty ttnowing the

lante on atiters.
There wa% îo catrrnage 'saisirg lon tint ai tha station, anal

nqoana coula Civa bit any information bcyancl titat con-
taineal in tte ichegrani.

lie ordercd a1 11r, andl item, amiable ta bc;ar the dclây,,
walked on 'sittous il. 1lc gai tore anal more anxious as
ha nea-rea ttc Ababe). 1la look a short cnlt theb bouse.
Titert wua fia citse about -raai a servant, stot a gardenier.
lis bert misgave tira as te mtode on. lie reactea tae

baIl doar, passea in. ran upsaars ta ttc nsursery. Stili no
saunsai-na vaie. The nurseries 'sera rnspty! 1hec causld.
Noanswar. lie shootes). Hai onnimble bis voicetocundeal
in thc cm psy- passages 1 lie rang te ll (uriousIy ansc,

'witit witing ttc ansiter, te taun down>'-ts a ai, anal
opencal ttc libna.y daor.

A caniassi hum ai vaîces %trnckn upon b;s car, a canfurda

grofa people swami beSote tis e>'es, but te only d'utin-
guealý a littic frmr abat ran lonvaral iviîh osisiretcheal

aras; and %villa an exclamcation af farvent ttannsgiving ha
claspea Miles sale, wamns ana unhunt in bis arms I
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