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mother to be furmshed with acopy. A paper ‘was read
from members of various Presliytenan congregatiuns in the
city, asking the sanction of the Presbytety (o a movement
for Church extensiun sn the nurth-western part of the city.
After heanng Messra. R, J. lunter, S. Crane and W.}
McMaster in support of the petition, considerable discussion
ensued. But cvcmu:\lly two motions were carried, as fol
lows: Moved by Dr. Grega, * ‘That the Presbytery receive
the petition, and approve of the purchase of a lot lor Church
extension purposes at the mtersectuon of Bloor and Huron
Streets ;" moved by Dr. Caven, * That a committee be ap-
ointed to inquire as to the tme and form in which action
should be taken, in pursuance of the mution just reparted ;
to report to the next wmeeting of Presbytery, a committee
thereanent was appointed accordingly. Commissioners were
appointed to the neat General Assembly ; of ministers, by
rotation, Revs. D. J. Macdonnell, J. M. Cameron, 1. Mack-
intosh, K. D, McLaren, I Nichul, A. Gilray, J. Smith, J.
R. Gilchnst, G. M. Mihgan, Walier Amus, by ballat,
Revs. Dr. Caven, Dr. McLaten, J. S. Mackay, of elders,
all by ballot, Rev. Dr. Reid, Hon, A, Morris, Messrs. W,
M. Clarke, Hamilton Cassels, John Lindsay, R. Kilgour,
J. Maclennan, Q.C., William Mitchell, George Smith,
John Harvie, A, McMurchy (King), Wm Crawford and
{:mes Brown. br, Caven having stated that the Rev. Dr.
{ellogg, in consequence of a serivus affection in his eyes,
would not be ready fur induction at the beg.nning of April (as
wns once expected) arrangements fur his induction were post
poned to next mwecting.  On recommendation of a commit-
tee previously appoinied, the Preshytery agreed to report
disapproval of the scheme, in 1ts present form, for supply
ing vacancies thruzghout the Church, as sent down from the
General Assembly. A committee was also appointed to draft
an overture to the Assembly anent the supply of vacancices,
and anent the distnibution of probanuners. As recommended
by another committee appuinted to deal with the matter
of an additional professor fur Kuox College, the Preshytery
agreed to pronounce against the immediate appointment of
another professor, and to advise the employment of two or
more lecturess, such lecturers to be chosen {other things
being equal) from the alumni of the culleges Lonnected with
our own Church., The first annual repurt of the Toronto
Presbyterial Society, amiliary 10 the Woman’s Fareign Mis
sionary, was submitted and read, which the Preshytery
agreed to receive and o record satisfaction with A com-
mittee previously appninted to gather facts as to railway
work performed on Sabbath Days, and to ascertain how
far such work could be deemed necessay, submitted a good
and lengthy report through Rev. W. Frizzell.  The veport
disclosed sad facis as to the number of trains run on Sab.
bath Days, and the number of men employed on these

s trains, many of which men, if ot all of-them, desire exemp

Jtion from such work.  The report aforeszid concluded with
three recommendations, which the Preshytery agreed to
adopt.  And in termis of the first, a committee was ap-
pointed, consisting of Revs. W. Frizzell, D. . Macdonncll
and Dr. McLaren, to carrespond with the officials of the
Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific Railroads, asking if some-
thing cannot be done toward reducing the amount of Sab-
bath work to a minimum. The next meeting of Presby-
tery was appointed to he held on the 6th of April, at ten
am.—R. MoxTEATR, Pres. Clerk.

MUNTREAL NOTES.

MRrs. A. MCAKTHUR, of Carleton Place, has endowed
a scholarship in the Presbyterian College, Montreal, in
memory of her Jate father, to e known by the name of the
“William Brown " Schularstip. The amount of theendow
ment is $900, theinterest of which is to be annually used in
providing a scholarship, to be competed for as the Senate
may determine.

Last week, Mr. Joseph Jackson, onc of Montreal’s old-
cst citizens, dicd al the advanced age of nincty two years.
Some years ago, Mr. Jacksun denated the sum of $4,000
cach, to the Presbyterian and Coungregational Colleges here,
on condition that he reccived an annuity of $240 from cach
of thsse institutions.

SrEciAL tevival services have been conducted for the

t few wecks, in the congregations of Richmond and
vngsbury, ander the wire of the respedtive pastors Revs.
F. M. Dewey and J. R. MacLeod. The mectings have
been largely attended, wad much goud has resulted there
from.

Ox the cvening of Friday last, the annual festival of St.
{oscph Strcet Presbyterian Church Sabbath Schiool was

cld. Rev. Professur Scrimger presided, antd addresses wese
delivered by Rev. i Smith, Mr DT, Frazer o former
superintendent of the Salbath schoal and 3Mr. A Lans
kail, the prcsent superintendent  Several dialogues and
recitations were given by the scholars, and & pleasant ¢ven-
ing was spent.  The missionary cantributions nf the school
amounted to $170 for the year

THE session of Liskine Church having recently heen
reduced in number, by death, and by the furmation of the
new congregation at Cote St. Antoine, an clection of ¢ld-
ers is about to be held.  The sessiun ask for cight additional
clders.

Os Wednesday last, the cungrcgation at Cote St. Antoine
was formally organized. The Rev. R, H. Warden presided,
communicants to the aumber of furty-thice gave in their
names, ceruficates were prescated and a communion roll
formed. It was resolved to adupt the weekly envelope
system for the support of usdinances, and & provistunal board
of managers was appomnted to hold office till the clection
of a permanent board a few weeks hence.  The Sabbath
schoo! has agreed to present the church with a communion
sct which has been ordered from England.

WiTH reference to the suggested co-operation by the
Presbyterian and Mcthodist Churches in working weak
missions, it-has been ascertained that in the bounds of the
Montreal Conlerence of the Mcthodist Church and the
Synod of Montreal and Ottawa of the Presbyterian Church
in Canadz, there are twenty or twenty-one districts where
both denominations have ministers labouring, assisted ta the

extent of nearly $11,000 of Church money, and where, so far
as the number of families are concerned, one minister in
each district could overgake the work., Were it practicable
to unite the cungregalions in these districts, upwards of
$t0,000 and some twenty ministers would be set free for
other necessitous districts,

THE annual report for 1885 of Crescent Strect Church
~—Rev. A, B. Mackay, pastor,—has just been published.
Mr  Mackay is the I{)urlh minister the congregation has
had, bis predecessors being Rev. Dr. I)ona‘d Fraser, of
Londnn, England, Rev. Principal MacVicar,and Rev. Dr, R,
F. purns,of Halifax, The session numbers thirteen eldets,
These, with the pastor and sixteen deacons, form the dea-
con's court, The communicants number 518,  On the roll
of the Sabbath school—>Mr. D. Morrnce, superintendent,—
there are twenty-nine teachers and 236 scholars. The
number of sittings in the church is 1,218. In the begin.
ning of last year the congregation put into operation their
new method of raising muneys for missionary and benevo-
lent purposes, and the pastor’s salary, by ineans of weekly
envelopes and plate collections. This has proved most
successful, the amount contnibuted being $9,872, or about
$190 per Sabbath. In addition to this, the sum of $4.,579
was raised by pew rents, the money thus obtained Leing
a;{;plicd to meet the expenses of chorr, fuel, light, church
officers, etc., and also the interest on the building fund
debt,  The debt on wne building fund was reduced during
the year by $8,500, and now stands at $20,713. The amount
congributed to the Assembly Schemes was $4,288 by $1,380
from wegkly envelopes, $3524 from pastor’s Bible class,
$330 from Sabbath school, and $2,054 from special sub-
scaptions. The congregation supported a city missionary
at an expense last year of $660. It also mantans two
mission Sabbath schools at a cost of $314. The Ladies’
Visiting and Aid Society—>Mzrs. A. B. Mackay, president,—
rendercd aid to the poor of the congregation and to city
charities. The total revenue of the congregation for the
year is given as $22,308—of this amount $10,855 was dis.
bursed for current expenses and building fund, and $11,422
for pastor’s salary, missionary and benevolent purposes.
The total cost of the huslding and site was $112,660. In
additton to this $32,660 have been paid in the form of
taterest.  The Nazareth Strect Sabbath Schuol—Msr. James
Ross, superintendent,—numbers twenty-three teachers and

24 pupils. It contributed $130 for missions. The Petite
Cote Sabbath School has on the roll seven teachers and
thinty-nine scholars. It contributed $20 for missions, and
a harvest thanksgiving service yielded $108 for the Mont
1cal General Hospital.

TH#O0SE of your readers who were present last June at the
conversazione given by the Board of Management of the
college here, it honour of the General Assembly, will
doubtless remember that the Mayor of the city was present
and gave a brief address. Mayor Beaugrand has proved
himself a valuable man for the position, more especially in
connection with-his vigorous efforts to roct out the small-
pox cpidemic, which carried off <o many of our population
during the year. These cffurts made him many enemies
amang the more fanatical of our French-Canadian popula-
lation, and a determined attempt was made to oust him at
the civic elections here last week.  To the credit of the aty
this attempt has ignominiously failed, Mr. Beaugrand having
been re-clected by a majority of nearly 2,000, Rarely, if
ever, has so large an English-speaking vote been polled in
the city.  Mr. Beaugrand received nearly the whole of this
vote, besides that of the more respectable French. Ihs
clection by so very large a majonty 1s a tnumph of order
over lawlessness, and of intelligence over ignorance and
superstition. Mayor Beaugrand has consented to give a
short address at the Preshytenan Centenniat Conversazione
in the David Morricc Hall on Thursday cveming, 11th inst,
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BY REV. R. P. MACRAY, B.A.

MESSIAW'S MESSENGER. {3714

GoLuEN TExT. —“Behold, T will send My tuessenger,
and he shall prepare the way before Me.”—Mal. iii. 1.

INTRODUCTORY.

This prophet is a favourite. His name, the time 1n which
he lived, and the character of his prophecy make him espe-
cially interesting.  The name AMalack: means ** messenger
of Jchovah,” and from that some have supposed that he was
an angel in human form seat to be a type of Chust, and
give a message to the Jews.

His fime 1s unceniain, but the probability is that if he
was not contemporary with Nehemiah he came soon after.
The state of the Church with which he dealt was similar to,
il not the same as, that described in the closing chapters of
the Books of Nchemiah.

His prophecy begins with remonstrances. He rebuhes the
priesthood for their sclfishness in worship.  They offer
the Jame and blind spon the Lord’s altar which they would
not dase offer to theit governor. They thus made the penple
stumble, and corrupted the whole nation.  This spiritual de-
clension appeated in this respect that they - priests as
well as people—rejected their own wives, intermarticd
with 1dolaters. and of course began to yield to their old
temptation—the worship of false gods. .

The sccond part of the book —its prediction - is peculiatly
interesting.  He is the last of the prophets, and the last of
his prophecy spans the interval of lour hundred years be-
tween the Old Testament and the New.  He introduces us
to Christ, and the purity and spirituality of the worship of
the times to come. The position occupicd by Malachi in
the Old Testament is another beautiful illustration of the
way in which the Holy Spirit not only inspired but_guided
the very arrangerments of the Bible. It is truly the Book of
God
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EXPLANATORY,

There was great necd—all the greater because they did
not feel their necd. They say : “g 'herein have we wearied
God 2 \Whete 1s the God of judgment 2 "

I. The Forerunner. (Ver. 1.3—This is John the Bap-
tist, He was to be seat fo prepare the wway for the coming
of the Lord. See Isa, x1. 3, and Matt. xi. 10, cte. Christ
Himself applied to the Baptist these words,

Prepare the seap.—~The work of John is the best commen.
tary on these words.  lHe was a preacher of repentance—
arousing the consciences of men to sec their own sinfulness
and need of the Saviour about to avpear.  The character of
Johu's ministry proves him to have been a messenger from
God. e was a roice- the voice of another.

Such preparation is still needful that Christ may come in-
to the Church and individual hearts,

If the wicked would fursake his way, and the unrightcous
man his thoughts, and return uato the Lord, the Lord wyuld
return unto him, and come and wake His alude with him,

I1. Christ Will Come.

Whowm ye .fetk.—'l'heﬁ[ ews were longing for that time pro-
mised when the great Esmancepator would come—little un-
derstanding what the nature of that deliverance would be.
Their 1dea of glory was very different from that of the
kingdom of Chrnist.  {Isa. Ix.)  Their delight would be dis-
appmated. whea He suddenty dawned upon them.

Messenger of the Covenart. -The One who was to come
in fulfilment of the covenant made with Abraham, and so
often afterward renewed. He is the Medrator of the cove-
vant—through Ilim we have access to the Father and rea-
lize the blessed premises.

The suddenness of Ilis appearing, and the scarching
character of His work, will have its most direct fulifent
at His second coming. .

Who may abide the day of His coming 2—\Who can
stand the test that will be then applied? Now is the time
to weigh and answer that question.

I1I. Christ Will Come as a Sanctifier. —His kingdom
15 a hingdom of rightevusness.  Inunder to prepare a people
for Himself, He must make'them sighteous.

A refiner and purifier of sifver. —A very beautiful figure.
It1s smid that the refiner sits watching the precious metal in
the crucibie, and that when he sces his own image reflected
m 1t he knows that the work is done. How much comfort
i that thought ! If we are in the crucible, the eye—the
loving cyc—of the Master 1s upon us, and He will not allow
the heat to be greater than is necessary to perfect the work
of restoration to His own likeness,

Fuller's soap.—It dissolves impurities, so that they are
washed away and thecloth is made clean.

Levi, Judah, Jerusalem. (Verses 3, 4.)—The Sons ot
Levs refer to the ministry of the temple. Not only they,
but all the people will be so affected as to worship 1n
Spirit and in truth—the only kind of worship that God
accepts. This will be the work of I1is word and Spirit.

1V. Christ Will Come in Judgment. (Ver. 5.)—He
will be both Judge and IWitness—so that perfect justice
will be administered. Al classes of sins will Le dealt with,
for all things are naked and open to the cyes of Him with
whom we have to do,

How is it that any will escape such a fiery trial? Be-
cause the Lord changes not.  (Ver. 6.) e is a covenant-
keeping God, and will not cast off His people. But in
order to preserve thenation and fulfii the covenant, He must
consume them that fear not Him—that oppress the poor and
the weak ; and have athed themselves with darkness.

Hence there :s a day coming that will burn as an oven,
and will consume the proud and svecbed as stubble, and leave
them neither root nor branch (Mal. iv. 1), We havein the
destruction of Sodom and Gomaorrah an illustration of a tem-
poral judgment resembling this coming day. In lsa. i. 68
1s a description, andan thecaptivity a fulfilgent, of asim
judgment. The destruction of Jerusalem by the Roma n
another instance, but ali typicalof the greater judgment that
:;ycl to come. Let us be found watching and ready in t4at

ay. .

V. Christ Will Comeas a Sunand Shield. (Chap. iv.
2, 3.)~This is another beautiful figure. What the rising
sunis to the physical world 1s Chast to the spintual.  He
dispels darkness and gives light and lifc and joy and beauty
—in short, transfurms _canh into heaven, His rays bnng
healing where death reigned.

The cffects of that quickening influcnce will beexuberance
of life. They wiil fecl as joyous and happy as calves of the
stall when let loose —a strhing figure of health and vitality.

But besides quickening tle will give victory over ene.
mics, The wicked and wickedness will be as ashes under
the feet of the rightcous. No premium for sin in that day.
Holiness will be exalted and honoured in that day.

VI. The Application. (Verses 4-6.)—'1'h1s 15 2 conclu-
sion not only fur this prophecy but for the Old Testament.
It points out the way in which we should live so 2s toescape
the threatened judgments and _enjoy the blessings promised.

(1) Remember the law.—~That 1s the standard of life.
The law 15 an expressivn of the mind of God, and that must
cver continue the same.  \We are always safe when running
in the way of His commandments.  The Old Testament in
1ts cluse thus brngs as back to Moses who opens the sacred
volume.

2y Lavean eapeddtion of His coruing. —In order that men
may be prepared and not taken by surprise by that great
and awful day, Llijab—i.c., John the Baptist (Mark ix. 13-13),
will come, and by turning the hearts: of parents and chil-
dren to cach other in lave, and both to God, put them in a
condiion to cscape the curse and reecive the blessing,
Warnings are given that we may escape danger, for God de-
sires not the death of any.

PRACTICAL. SUGGESTIONS.

1. That fact that Jesus will come solres every dificulty.
2. Holinessis the only preparation to meet Him.

3. Destruction is unavoidable if we live insin,

4. Live 30 as to be happy in that day.



