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1t must be confessed that the accumulation of ands
Ly the Church or any branch of the Church might be-
come a public burden, and injurious to the State.
Against such an abuse the State has a perfedt right to
pratect uself, and the way is perfectly clear,

A distinction must be made between 1eal estate held
for the actual use of the Church in the pubhic worship
of God, and real estate held for revenue or speeulation

In respect to the formier the Church, vi iy Liandh
of the Church i su far as she s true o ithe Guspel
of the Son of God—must be held as God's iepresenta-
tive here among men, and such property ought to be
held sacred, and therefore, untaxed

But in vespect to the latter, 113t isto sy, lands not
required fur actual use in the warship of God, Lut held
for revenue and speculation. the Chuich an the
holding such lands, to this eatent, becomes a mere
trading company, and 1s entstled to no mare favour
than any other person or company dealing #n land or
any other commodity

When the Church departs fivm hicr spaitual fune
tions, and becomes a dealer i tands, she leaves her
own sphere, and mtrudes into the sphere of Casar,
and must, to this extent, come undes Civaar's rule.

Whether, and tn what extent, sueh an abuse exists
is a fair matter of inguiry.  If there be such an abus.
or any danger of it, it is surcly within the power of
honest and Guod-fearing men to find a remedy without
the perpetration of a grievous wrong,

SUPPLY OF VACANT PULI'ITS.
WY THE REV R, )

LAIDLAW,

The following is « proposed substitute for the
Scheme for the Distribution of Prabationers which
was discontinued at last General Assembly in order to
make way for some better scheme .

1.—1In cach Synad there shall be a Conmumittec un
the Supply of Vacant Pulpits.

11.—This committee shall consist of a Convener
appointed by the Synod, together with the Home
Mission Conveners of the several Presbyteries of the
bounds.

111.— Arrangements for the supply of il vacancies
within the bounds, other than the nussion stations,
shall be made through this comnuttee ; but the com-
mittee shall be at liberty to request vacant congrega-
tions to choost their own supply for one third of the
time.

1V.—Vacant congregations shall, through the Home
Mission Conveners of their 1espective Presbyteries,
notify the Convener of their need of supply whether
occasional or for an extended period and may also
submit the names of ministers preferred.

V.—Ministers desiring appointments shall send n
their names and Presbyterial connection to the Con-
vener of the committee, stating the time for which
they wish appointments, and naming also the congre-
gations to which they wish to be assigned when any
special appointments are sought.

VI.—The committee shall be at liberty to apply for
the occasional services of mumsters n charge, who
have made no application for appomtnents, but whose
services may be required in vacant congregations.

VIL.—When ministers in charge shall be assigned to
occasional appomtments, they shall apply to the com-
mittee for supply for their pulpits in their absence.

VIIL—Wiuth the concurrence of the congregation
and the Presbytery of the bounds, a mmister without
charge shall be appointed to a vacancy for a continuous
period not exceedmg six months ; but during this
time the minister so placed may be appomnted else-
where as often as cvery third Sabbath, a substitute be-
ing secured, aither by the congregation or the com-
mittee, to fill his place in his absence.

I1X.—In making appointments the committee shall
comply with the special request both of congregations
and of ministers secking appuiniments, in as far as
this shall be found practicable and consistent with a
due regard for the interests of all concerned.

X.—Appointments shall be given only to accredited
ministers and licentiates of the Church.

XI.—When the committee shall be in doubt at any
time asto the propriety of giving appuintments, the
case shall be referred to the Presbytery to which the
applicant may belong.

X11.—The members of each Synodical Committee
shall furnish nformation from time to time to their
respectiv ¢ P'resbyteries regarding the pusiton of the
Presbytery's vacancies; each comnuttee shall also

- submit a half-yearly statement to the several Presby-

terics it represents, and shall render an annual re

port to Synod and through the Synod to the General
Assembly.,

Among the apparent advantages of this scheme are
the following :

1. It brings Synods into closer connection with the
actual life of the congregations within their bounds,
and ,ct does net interfere with Presbyteriai oversight.

2. 1t utiliees the expesience and presem services of
the members of the Home Mission Comnuttee with-
out lnying any new responsibhity upon that Commuttee
as a whole,

3 It provides a regular way by which ministers
needing a change may be heard in vacant pulpits with
out ethier resignang therr charges ot resvrting to any
uvther inconvement method of sccking a change,

4.~1t yives small charges, and large and influential
congregations alike, as wide and desirabie a ra e of
chmice as if they had thewhole securing of thel, wn
supply, and at the same time relieves their office:
bearers of much embarrassing correspondence.

5. It makes no mvichious distincuion between settied
munisters and minsters without charge.

6 It provides for assigning ministers without charge
1o cutigregations about tv becume vacant as well as tu
charges alseady vacant,

7. 1t makesthe Presbytery, or mcase of appeal, the
ligher courts (and not aither the comnmttee or the
taste of congregations® decide the question as to a
minister’s privilege of exercising his gifts.

8. It provides fur supplying cungregations with con
tinuous ministerial oversight, 1n accordance with the
terms of an averture approved by the General Asseinbly
of 1883, and yet does not distegard cither the congre.
gation’s right to choosc a pastor or the minister’s right
to be heard in othervacandices.

9. It.provides for the fair distnbution of difficalt
and delicate work affecung the well-being of the whole
Church, but which under the former scheme was
largely in the hands of one necessarily local com-
mittee.

10. 1t will tend to interest individuals, Fiesbyteries
and Synods in the relation between pastor and people
n a way that will go far toward soiving ditpcult prob-
lems affecting the pastoral relation -problems which
appear to be growing more and more in need of solu.
tion under the existing state of things,

11. It recognizes the umty of the Church, and the
claim which every congregation and numster bas
upon the sympathy and support of the whole body.

12. It is more in accord with the gemus of Presby-
teriamsm than either the former Scheme or the present
method of supply.

The above 1s submutted to the readers of T
CANADA PRESBYTERIAN in the hope that 1t may call
forth such criticism as may be found of value in fram-
ing an overture on this important question.

NOTES FROM MHOIV.

Mhow, one cf the central stations of our Canadian
mission, is heautifully situated on the Gambher nver,
only a few nules from the Vandhya Mountains. It has
a population variously estimated at from 8,000 to 135,000,
Since 1818 it has been occupied as a mibitary station
or cantonment by the British.  There are four churches
for the soldiers and other Luropeans at the statun,
a Roman Catholig, a Chuzch of England, a Methodist,
and a Church of Scotland. The congregations ar~
very small, with the exception of that attending the
Church of England, where most of the soldiers worship.

Mot much attention 1s given by any of these bodies
to the natives.

Educational facilities in Mhow are very poor. There
are a few small Hindoo schools taught in true Hindoo
fashion. The schuiars assemble in the porch of some
private house, and, sitting on the ground floor sway-
ing back and forth, they commit to memory their
sacred writings. There 1s also a Parvee school, which
is now 1n a languisling condition, where higher edu-

cation is professed to be given. The school building
is excellent, and, were there a competent staff’ of
teachers, a lasge number of buys would attend, and
this instutution would becomie a centre of great infle-
ence.

Our own Church s the only one that has a mission
among the natives. Since the mission has been cs-
tablished there has been gathered together a Chris-
tian community of thiity-five souls, Two buys’ schools
are being taught by the natnve Christians, the one in
one of the suburbs with an attendance of thirty ; the

other in the building used for a church with an atten
dance of twenty.

There 1s also n girls' school with an attendance of
s enty-five, held in rented rooms of a bungalow on the
Mission Compound, taught by the Misscs Stockburg,
who are renderimg excellent service to the mission
also as zenana workers, A nightly prayer meeting
is held on the mission premises, at which all the
native Chnstian. are expected to attend.  Eveny
L hursday morming a dsstnibution of rice 1s made to a
number of poor people, and advantage is taken of
their asscmbling to preach the Gospel to them,

On Sabbath moming a Sunday school is held in the
church, superintended by Mr. Middleton, one of the
preachers of the staff, and many natises gather at the
doors and windows of the building, winch 18 in the
mdst of the bazaar, attracted by the singing and the
voice of the preacher.  Most listen with respect, and
somectitmes a few are induced to enter and remain ul'
the close of the service.

W hule the services are being held within, the trafh,
and business ot daily hfe and work are going on with:
out. blhow, outside of the little church-going com
munity, knows no Sabbath. Low-caste women, with:
their luads of filthy fuel on their heads, coolie men and
boys wath then burdens, ghair drivers with their, bui
lock carts, Parsce merchants bent on trade, pass and
repass, only glancing in for a moment as their atten-
tion is caught by the sound of singing or preaching.

It will take ycars of patient, persevering labour Le
fore much impression can be made on the mass of
heathenism in Mhow.  The people are so fettered by
caste, so blinded by the Brahmins, and so conser
vative that it seems alimost impossible to move them,
But influences are slowly at work which are preparing |
the way, and, some day, when by contact with western
avilization- by the spread of education which Indian
youth is hungry for, castc bonds have been burned
and old faiths shaken, the people will move in masses
to Christ,

Iti connection with the mission, there is also a de-
pusitory where Bibles and religious books and tracts
in scveral dialects are kept for sale. A native colpor-
teur has a stock of such books and tracts at the
ralway station, and endeavours to make sales to the
passengers on the arrival of the trains,

Work is being carried on in several of the villages |
near Mhew by catechists who open schools and teach
and preach as they find opportunity, the missionary
from the central station occasionally vi.iting them
and supenntending their labours.

The work in the villages is, in many respects, the §
most inviting and acouragmg.  The missionary has
no difficulty in sccuring attentive audiences, and the
people are most anxious to have schools established
amony them. 'hus the mussionaries are endeavour-
ing to leaven the mass of heathenism around them,
many may be discouraged because of the apparent

hutle progress, but let it not be so. We are labouring g

not for present results merely, but for time and eternity.
Let 1t be ours to sow the seed, reap who may.
Mhaos, Jan. 1.5th, 1885, W. A W,

WE club THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN and Rural
Canadian at $2 per annum.  Already a large number
of our rcaders interested in agricultucal affairs have
signified their desire to have the Rural Canadian
along with THE PRESBYTERIAN ; and we are still will
ing to enter the names of thousands of subscribers f «
Loth papers. This low clubbing offer places an ex
cellent family paper and a first-class farm journal with
in the rcach of every one, at a merely nominal price g
Pleasc mention this offer to your neighbours.

A PAPER read before the New York Medical Society §
at Albany lately, by Dr. F. N. Hammond, of Auburn,
presented soule sery significant and important facts,
showing an enormous growth in the use of opium in
the United States.  In 1840, about 20,000 pounds of
opium were consumed, in 1880, 333,450 pounds. In
1868, there were about 00,000 habitual opium-eaters in
the country ; now they nuinber 500,000. More women §
than men-are addicted to the use of the drug. The
vice is one so easily contracted, so easily practised in
private, and so difficult of detection that it presents
peculiar temptations, and -is very insidious, The |§
rclief from pain that it gives, and the peculiar exalt
tion of spirits casily lead the victim to believe that the
use of it is beneficial. Opium and chloral are to-day
the mo . deadly foes of women.




