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Her chamber is rather a prison than a
palace, for she cannot leave it, as all
the passages to it are only big enough
1o admit the common ants, whx(,h are
ever busily engaged in carrying off the
eggs which she lays to the various
nests in different parts of the town.—

61
for themselves covered passages.—
This is done by each ant bringing a
piece of moist earth about the size of
a pin’s head, and these are placed so
as to form an arched pathway. This
work goes on very quickly, for all are
husy. Sometimesa bridge is required.

I wish you could have seen some of
the thickly inhabited nests which we
found in our search, for I fear you will
not get a very clear idea of them from
mere de\cuptmn. Itis difficult to say
of what they are made. ‘They appear
to be formed of earth and woody mat-
ter. which are stuck together by some-
thing slightly gummy.
nests are so moist that it is difficult to
take them out of their chamber with. |
out their crumbling to pieces ; but old;

nests will bear handling better. These

Fresh made!

This is always a tube, and generally
about as thick as your finger ; but it is
so well made that, thmwh as long as
your hand, it does not break down.
once saw one of these tubular bridges
which was ol such great length that it
would have broken down if it had rot
{been  supported, but there was
a buttress built underneath to keep it
tup. The object they wanted to reach
was a band-box ; but this stood upon a
ichest of drawers when, fortunately,
the little destroyers were discovered in

nests do not consist or separate cells, ! time to save the bandbox and its con-
but are rether a number of passagesitents.

connected with each

ranged in stories one above another.—

These unests were crowded with thou..
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few of the nests we found ants three|
times as large as the comnion ones, and !

with wings much longer than their bo- . ©5, 5 1 home, by striving to help

white dots resembling sugar.
probably food for the young ant.

dies.  'Fhese are the royal family, and
in rainy weather many hundreds of
them may be seen flyirg about, for at
that time they leave their homes. As
they are caught by birds, and as even
the natives eat them, great numbers
are Jesiroved.  But let us return to the
busy litle town.

bitants, and remember that there are
hundreds of such towns to be found in

other, and ar-1

When you look!
around and see the thousands of inha-|

Do younot think we may learu a
lesson of wisdow from these busy little
creatures?  Solomon said, as vou
he ant, thou sluggard
ays and be wise.”  Ma-
iny of you may say, But I am not a
sluggard, Perhaps not; but are you
neveridle?  Are you domc with dili-
gence all the work God has given you

your dear parents as mueh as pos-
sible,—in school, by paying attenticn
to your lessons, and at all times having
some pleazant or useful employment;
for
** 8atan Lads some mischict sl
Fordic buads to doo”

Above ail, would T urge you to learn
more of your Saviour, and becoine
more like im.  For He is our bright-

every direction, and that all these litte lest example of activity, for he was

creatures who live in them require foed
vou will, § think, understand how it i<
they are so destructive.  When they
leave their towns in search of food,

ever going about doing zood. Work-
ing for Christ and spreading his gospel
in the world is the duty and joy of all
those wholove him.

thev work their way underzround as
faras they can, for whenever they can'
they work out of sight; butif, in on!cr|
to gain an object, it is necessary forj
them to come to the light, they build

{ remain, dear young Friends,
Yours aftectionately,
S. W,
Nagercoil, Nov. 1, 1833.



