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paintcrs, glazicrs, and finishiers, and thc ncîv town
w~ill doubtless, amid sueh «L usy and prosperous music groiv
iii beauty and comfort, and then to the accompanimcnt
of the rush and bustie of railronds and stcamships and thc
ecititig hum of the business exchange, she %vill increase
in importance and wealth and cvcntually bcame one of
the cmpariums af trade and commerce on this %%vestcrn
Coast.

This sound of industry bias been the only music Van-
couver lias known since thc fire ; before that an occasional
troupe af players would corne with a band te charm zhe
liceninig .zrowds, and thcrc wvere ailso a fewv musical instru-
mnirts thecn in town. But 1 do not think the place ever
cnjorcd musik more hicartily than it did thec her cvening
ivhcn a neîv saloon opcncd out, with a toicrably wcli tuncd
piano at thc othcr end to draw% a crowd. 1 ar n ot partial
to saloons, but in this country, people must take things
as they find them, however, there wvis no resisting tht'
really god singing, of sucb well known clioruiqes as

Miarzhing throughi Georgia," 1' Swance River,""Siig,
"Swing low, siveet Chariot, and many Southerti planta-

tion sangs. 1 elbowed my wvay throuigh tlie crowd that
filled the room and the strect without aiso, and tank a
place near the instrument. Vancouver is at present a
rough place, there arc men hiere from cvcry part of the
world,and manyof them arc very clever iellows. The piinist
ivas quite a gcnius in his wvay, and coxîld adapt himself ta,
any kfid af performance irom the imitation af a Chinese
song to one of the jubiiec melodies. Tite choruses were
rcndered in fine becart y style, every part being vieil repre-
sentcd, and musically, too, one af the best voices belongcd
ta a young teamstcr in a blouse wîho appeared to me
rcally fit for something above tcaming. The tcnor and
treble voices ivere numeraus and sweet, anci the harmony
wvas Sa good that scveral miagnates of the city came in to
listen, anid even o!d topers remained silent around for-
getting their accustomed glass.

Once or twice a listcncr who hiad imhibcd somevhat t-o
frcly bccamc hilariouis, but a stop n'as pjît to that when a
stout navvy picked one of the noisy ofles up and carricd
him bodiiy out and Laid hlim in the rond ta, Cool off. ]3ret
H-artz, in bis tales and pocmts of the wvcst, used to dwcll
considcrably upon thc good qualities ai the rough men
who formcd thc greater portion of the population in these
wvestern scttlcmcnts, their kiindncss of heart and their
ready sympathy, their simplecss and their susccptibility
in many wvays- -and in sp-*te ai ail] bis profinity and in-
temperance, ail bis rougliness, and his almost lieathenisli
disrcgard for anything in thc nature of religion, the -ve-
rage navvy wvbo lias been raaming up and down this coast
for tcn, or pcrhaps twenty years, mining, railroading,
gamibling and drinking, hias occasionally sorte surprising
points of real goodness about him. J'crhaps anc bred
amidst the culture and refinement af the Ea.it miight ex-
perience a certain degrc af alarm at the thought ai rcsid-
in~ for any Icn-th af time amonZ such rougit nei-ghbors,

but there is no more reasan to fear any violence c:- harm
among these rude wecstern men than anf the citizens ai
the East. ieir generosity is frea and ever n2ady, ancita
any ane who docs not put on superciliaus -4irs thcy are the
besè,fellows imaginable. I have hecard many stadies of
brave self-fargetfulness an thecir part during the f. c, and
several have been pointed out ta, me as bcroic actors in
tbat dreadiul tinie. There arc many Californian mincrs
and Englislh sailors aniong the navvies, an-J occasionally
ane is --t: who bias 'vandercd aver the wvhole îvorld and
engaged in every I3ohemian employment t,. bc thoucghlt af
-mining and ranchinct in Austrahia, trading in the Souili
Seas, mini, again in South Amecrica, thien îvorking bc.
fore the mast iii the China and Japan Scas, and nowv rail-
rondin near Vancouver, perhaps Sean ta mavz- again. 1
bave often asked aId miners -.'hat tbey tbought of tbc
B3ritish Columbia mines, but they cauld neyer say-it wvas
ail a matter ai conjecture, the cost of prospecting %vas so
great on accat.nt ai the rougliness af thc country and the
diffic.ulty ai obtaining supplics that a large part af the
]and liad neyer bccn prospc!ctcd at ail. It might: turn out
rich, -and on the other hand it might nat. But as a rule
great bopes are cxpressed concerning thc minerai wealth
ai this Province, and future year. are cxr ,cted ta witnles
the yield of coutitlcss millions from thc 1 iountains ai
.gold." But Ieaving 1±mines aside, and agriculture also
-- for this cannot bc called an agricultural country-it must
bc admitted that Britishî Columbia would amply i 'pay
any anc for the trouble ai a visit. The cliniate is piea-
sant, without the extreines ai lient and cald sa xvell K-nown
in Ontario, and thc sccry is the grandest imaginable.
Ail those wba have came througli the mounitains unite in
the praise ai the mnagnificent panoramas there spread before
thc view, and some wbo bave vi.,itcd Switzeriand say
the scer'ery ai British Columbia surpasses anY'thing ta be
seen in thar cauntry.

[1 hardly think thc expectatians cntertaincd during the
rapid springing up ai the city bave been rcalized ; but
probably its prosperity, iounded on a sounder ba is, -nay
rcach a lieight, if not so grcat as that first look,'l for, nt
least ini keceping îvith the general wcalth ai the country.]
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