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progress, of aLid duriug thec last two tloiusýInd years, lias »e,,
Iimitcd, aud lies ratiier in the application of that knowlecge Io thec
practical purposes of life, tlîaun theli inercase of ics volume. Thf_
priests of' ancient, Egypt ivcre acquainted ivitli the motive poiver or
steamn more thau 8.000 years- ago. As to engineerigr wce canno veu,
conjecture by w'lîat meehanical contrivances these old Egyptians ereet-
Cd tiiose lingfe stone inoiutains called l'yrainids. The largest of these
rose to the hieight of 450 feet ; covel'cd an arca of' 1 ô acres ; containeil
seven millions tons of stone, and eniployed 100,000 mea for twenty-
yeairs. Is tiiere any of our living scuiptors wvho ivould undertake thè
erection o? a coalpanion statuec to the Sphinx ivhicli lies partly buried

in te snds ? Eypt, aind lias been Il sfaring right z;n, wvithi cahun
eternal eyes,-" wliile Cambyses, Alexander, Casar, Napoleon, iviffiail
thecir glittering hosts, sw'ept past. Thîis enormous statue was eut ont
of a miass of solid lime stone, its length being 180 feet, its heiglit-62
feet, and the circumfereuce of lis forehecad 102 feet. rlk about,
modern architecture ! We men of the present timne must bîide our
Iîeads in shame, ivlien WC survey the ruins of Egyptian Thiebes, sung
of by Homer as haviug a hundrcd bmazea gates, whichi was floiurislh-
ing, in ail its glory, eigliteen lImudred years before Christ. rVhere is
rcally nothing to comTpare ivithi these majestic ruins. Thiere stands
the statue of Memnnon, kingly st.ill thoughi shattcred, one of the oldest
and also, one of the noblest works of art. Thlere, too, is* tic temple of'
Luxor, itili its rich sculptures, and the Temiple and hall of Karnac,
the central avenue of wvhicli conttains twvelve, massive columus, ecdi
sixty feet high, and tîvelve in diameter, the Temple itself being two
miles in circumferencc. The hieart; must bow ia reverence to the
great racýie wh'o, projected and perfected sucli works. Tlat the liunmaiî
mind conecived them-that hands like our own fa,ýshioned them, gives
uis liigher idens o? man, Ilthe paragon o? anuimals." We become
sceptical about progress, iviien wve flnd the Egyptians manufaeturiug

glms 4,000 years ago, and staiaing it more skilftilly than our moderîî
wvorkmnen. Tlîree thousand years ago, tliese cunning artificers buiit
ships that doubied the Cape of Good Hope, twenty-one centuries be-
fore Vasco de Gaina accomiplished thic feat. Their dentists were fui-
ing cavaties in teeth with gold leaf' tlîree or four thousand -rears ago-
an art thiat lias only eomnpalrativcly lately been introduced into Europe.
In many things, ive aie but re-producing, aftcr painful efforts, wbat:
this aucient people inventedl centuries ago, and traversin- the very
traek tliey trod. Tfli stupid, conservative Chinese iuvented and prac-
tised the art of' printing a tlîousand ycars ago; and liad a forrn o?'
constittutional goverument, competitive exaininations for state-officials,
and used the marincr's compass before 1-engist: and florsa landed in

Englnd.Thentur toglorious Grecce nd lier brilliaut civilizatiou
-ber statuary, stili the noblest mnodels of art-lier l>arthenon, thec
ivonder of the world tliongh la ruins. We boast of our modemn engi-
neeringr skill iu supplying our great cities -%vith water; but wverc tlic
best of our efforts compared ivithi the aqueduets of Rome, manyr of
tbem exteiidina for sixty mi1es, crossiug vallies at. an elevation .oi 130,
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