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MON(IDAY CON-ýFERENCE. Rev. G.
Coiborne Heine, B. A., of Chalrniers
Churchi, -addressed the confézrence of
the Sth inst. on the subject of"4 Public
Frayer. " He said: "Public praycr
has been rnuch under-ustirnated. [t

cannot. indeed, be over-estiniated.
Prayer is mîe than the niost beauti-
ful litariy. To be prayer, spiritual
preparation is necessary. Prayer un-
derlies everv sucCeszful service. if it
does rnot talke the people out of them-
selves, anid bring therù nearer God
there ivill bu littie rnoving of the
depthis of their hearts by the rest of
thec service. It undur]ies, as i'ell
cvery succussful pastorate. A prayer
often determines, in the hcart of a
parishioner. the question as, to wliclier
he can open his heart to his pastor.
It has not beeniiin the preaching of
the Church of EnLfland that lier
poiver Iay., but in hur prayers.

[t is no0 easy niatter to collect 'thu

nianv nceds of the people, and so to
present thern ac the throne of -race,
that the. putoprle w'ilI feel hrsls
gfoing up iih you in oncý uniited pray-
er to God. As to ihu nunîber -of
public prayers the confession sek
vf three: invcation, prayur beufor(:
and afttr the sermon ; d.hough a

tinie honored systern, we are ncý
bound ta follow it. The e1emrent,
of prayer are invocation, adoratior.
thanksgiving, confession and suppj{.
cation. One of these I would ernph-.
size, «-onftýssion of Sn.

There should be a unity in ev:rý
service, a controlling plan frorn fir.
ta last; and, therefore, there shoulk
be a -natural step fiorn the readin.
of the word to, tht. prayer. A sentenc..
of the chapter may suggest the optr.
ing part of the prayer.

The importance, value, and helpfu.
ness of public prayer are very tnuC
eflhdflc.-d by the appropriate ec,

pressing of thern in the words (
Holy M~'rit. I would recornrnend yc.,
to studY the prayers of God's wr
]Be sinipli. Me\ln fali into the liali
of rolling up and rounding off thué'
senternces. The Lord's prayer is ii(
so. A1bove aIl if vou %vould be usefi.'
ta God's people don't corne to t:

housu of prayer %vith your own lieir
cild. One of the faulis of publ'
prayer is too g'reat len gth. The lo'.
prayer before t'le sernion rniffht 1-
divided into tivo parts. AinoiiMr fc.i*
is l'ne r.:Iietitiorn of phrases. EvC
iie narns of Gcd shouldnfot be ic
lreq.uently rucoat:ci.


