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and Iays bare bcfore our cycs tlic very secret of the Lord's
doings. Thie loftiest poetic seer can do no more. Now~, if ifl

any reai sense fais is poetryr, then. it oughylt to be read as such,
wFth ail due alloivancc for the frcedconi of poetic expression.
And thus %ve corne back again to the point that the key to the
solution of the scientific difficulties wvith the Bible is to be
fGund in a revision of our mode of interpretation. MWheiî we
put ourseives into the mental situation of the w~riter and inake
proper allowance for his literary metho(Is the difficultics, vanishi
and the conflict of science xvith tljeology ends.

0f course, ini spite of ail one mnay say, there xviii stili be those
who refuse to consent to such a procedure, They stoutlv
mnaintain that every B3ible stc-teinent must bc taken wvith strict
literalness, and tbat toi treat it in -Cny othier way is to put diý-
hionor on its inspired authorffy. They vviii hiave it that the
ineaning xvhicla lies so 01)viously on the, surface is the oniy
mcaning xve are entitled to. take, and that this rnust be iheld
fast at ail cost. If science cornes to0 any conclusions -which are
inconsistent with. this pragmatical interpretation, thien s0 inucl

the worse for science. Tlie oniy course open to the orthodox:
thleologian is to denounce science and ail scientists as enemies
of the Word of God. To seek to reconcile thieni to each
otiier by any revision of the mode of interpretation is to betray
the cau~se of religion and they xviii have noue of it.

Now, there is nîo xîeed to caîl iii question tlic perfect sin-
cerity of such defenders of flie good old way of thiniking, nor
the good intentions wlhich animate tlîer, hon'ever unwise or
mista ken onz ilay consider theni. Happily, a mnan may get
a great deal thiat is best for ]lis soul out o! the Bible Nvithout
reconciling il xvith modern science, or adopting sucli a rational

mnode o! iinterpreting it as w-iii nliake inii indifferexit to apparent
contradictions. But surciv. those w'ho s0 strenuously insist on
these literai and superficial interpretations, ]lave nevcr coric t0
appreciate w'hat modern science is. or feit the pressure of the

problenîs w'lîich it necessarilv raises. Que hardiy knows
whether t-D bid thein. bc thankful or niot for such an easv

439


